16th Batumi International Conference - Georgia’s European Way
D R A F T

	[bookmark: _GoBack]A Partnership that Matters - 10 Years and Beyond
11-12 July 2019
Batumi, Georgia
Venue: Sheraton Batumi Hotel


	July 11, Thursday

	

	08:30
	Registration 


	09:15-09:20
	Welcome: 

	
	
David Zalkaliani, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia


	09:20-10:00
	Opening Remarks:

	
	
Salome Zourabichvili, President of Georgia
Mamuka Bakhtadze, Prime Minister of Georgia
Jüri Ratas, Prime Minister of the Republic of Estonia 
Archil Talakvadze, Chairman of the Parliament of Georgia


	10.00-10:15
	Keynote Speech: Europe on the Eve of a New Decade

	
	
Donald Tusk, President of the European Council


	10.15-11.30
	Session I: Ten Years of Partnership – Sowing Seeds in Good Soil

	
	The Prague Summit of May 2009 launched a strategic and ambitious Eastern Partnership (EaP) to support Eastern European countries’ accelerated political association and economic integration with the EU. The Prague agenda included concluding Association Agreements and creating deep and comprehensive free trade areas, visa liberalization, and enhanced cooperation in various policy areas. Has the Eastern Partnership met the expectations of its architects? Has it brought anticipated changes to the countries of the region and to their relationship with the EU? The panel will assess the last ten years of the EaP from the EU’s perspective.


	
	Moderator:
	Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster; Founder and Director Thinking the Unthinkable project


	
	Speakers:
	Jacek Czaputowicz, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland                                          Tomáš Petříček, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech  Republic 
Margot Wallström, Minister of Foreign Affairs  of Sweden 

	
	
	Michael Roth, Minister of State for Europe at the Federal   Foreign Office of Germany

	
	Q&A                  

	11.30-11.45
	Coffee Break


	11.45-13:00
	Session II: Life after Association: In Search of a Greater Purpose            

	
	The Eastern Partnership (EaP) is “developed without prejudice to individual partner countries' aspirations for their future relationship with the European Union.” At the end of its first decade, EaP is often considered one of the EU’s most successful foreign policy initiatives. However, the EU’s failure to grant its associated partners a perspective of accession mitigates the positive impact of the policy. Under these circumstances, the EU and the EaP partners need to think creatively about how to develop the EaP further as a driver of democratic consolidation and modernisation in Eastern Europe. How can we advance the implementation of Association Agreements and, hence, facilitate political and economic reform in the partner countries? What happens when an EaP partner fulfils a substantial part of the Association Agreement?


	
	Moderator:
	Steven Blockmans, Senior Research Fellow and Head of EU            Foreign Policy Unit at the Center of European Policy Studies


	
	Speakers:
	David Zalkaliani, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia                 

	
	
	Miroslav Lajčák, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs                 of the Slovak Republic 
Péter Szijjártó, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary 
Jadranka Joksimović Minister of European Integration of the Republic of Serbia

	
	
	Audun Halvorsen, State Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs  of the Kingdom of Norway

	
	Q&A          
       
	

	13:00-14:30
	Lunch


	14:30-15.45
	Session III: Eastern Partnership – an Agent of Democratic Transformation

	
	The Eastern Partnership is founded on a community of values and principles between the EU and Eastern partners. These values: respect for international law, democratic governance, rule of law, human rights, and fundamental freedoms are enshrined in all the bilateral agreements concluded under the Eastern Partnership. However, democracy has been taking root variably among the partners. Despite clear overall progress, much remains to be done to tackle the persisting challenges to democracy. How does the Eastern Partnership help promote development of effective and democratic institutions in EaP countries? Have these efforts strengthened their resilience to threats and reduced societal vulnerabilities?


	
	Moderator: 
	Pavel Fischer, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs, Defense and Security Committee of the Senate of the Czech Republic

	
	
Speakers:      
	
Jüri Ratas, Prime Minister of the Republic of Estonia 
Didier Reynders, Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the Kingdom of Belgium
Tamar Chugoshvili, First Deputy Chairperson of Georgian Parliament
Claudia Roth, Vice President of the German Bundestag
Zohrab Mnatsakanian, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia TBC

	
	Q&A          

	

	15.45-17.00




















	Session IV: 20 Deliverables for Resilience – Making the Partners Stronger

	
	The revised European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) placed the stability of EU neighbourhood in the centre of the policy. A year later the EU Global Security Strategy highlighted the need to strengthen the resilience of Eastern Neighbours. In the framework of the 20 Deliverables-2020 the EU has proposed to each partner options for strengthening trade relations that reflect mutual interests. More focus on better transport links, energy interconnection, education, civil protection, youth employment and innovation open up new opportunities for economic development and enable closer ties between the EU and each partner country. As we approach the year 2020, has the partnership contributed individual partner’s resilience to shocks and instability? What are the instruments at EU’s disposal to continue strengthening the partners resilience as a strategic goal of the Union?


	
	Moderator:
	Sajjad Karim, Former Chair of the European Parliament (EP)  
Delegation to EU-Georgia Parliamentary Association Committee 
and EP Delegation to EU-Armenia and EU-Azerbaijan 
Parliamentary Cooperation Committee.

	
	
Speakers:
	
Christos Stylianides, European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and  Crisis Management TBC
Sofio Katsarava, Chairperson of the Foreign Relations 
Committee of the Parliament of Georgia
George Ciamba, Minister Delegate for European Affairs of  
Romania 
Pierre Heilbronn, Vice President, EBRD, TBC
Kai Sauer, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Security 
Policy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland


	
	Q&A          

	

	17.00-17.15

	Coffee Break

	17.15-18.30
	Session V: Black Sea Security: From the Area of Tension to the Sea of Opportunities

	
	There are few places in the world with as many transformative developments over a span of a decade as the Black Sea. The end of the Cold War saw the Black Sea opening up to the outside world with its many opportunities. In 2004 the Black Sea became a European sea, also in the political sense, as two littoral states – Bulgaria and Romania – joined the EU. However, in 2008 the internationally recognized borders of another Black Sea nation – Georgia – became violated by military intervention from the Russian Federation. The similar aggression repeated in 2014 in another Black Sea littoral state, as Ukraine became a victim of Russian military intervention and annexation. At the same time, being at the crossroads of large reserves of natural resources, the Black Sea slowly acquired a role of major transport corridor for trade, including for energy resources on the Caspian Sea - Black Sea - Mediterranean Sea axis. What is today the role of the Black Sea in the security and economic stability of Europe?


	
	Moderator:
	Fraser Cameron, Director of the EU-Asia Centre and Senior Fellow at European Policy Centre


	
	Speakers:
	Ana Birchall, Vice Prime Minister of Romania for Strategic Partnerships’ Implementation TBC

	
	
	Giorgi Gakharia, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Internal Affairs, Secretary of National Security Council of Georgia TBC          

	
	
	Pavlo Klimkin, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine TBC 

	
	





Q&A          

	Luc Devigne, Deputy Managing Director for Europe and Central Asia Director for Russia, Eastern Partnership, Central Asia and OSCE, EEAS TBC
Žygimantas Pavilionis, Member of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania TBC

	18.30-19-30
	Free Time

	
	

	19:30-20:30
	Buffet Dinner


	20:30-22:00
	Night Owl Session: To Modern Threats Modern Responses: the Peace in the Times of Hybrid Threats (Chatham House rules)

	
	Modern Europe faces threats which are of increasingly non-conventional nature. These multidimensional threats combining coercive and subversive tools and tactics involve state and non-state actors alike and aim at undermining public trust in institutions. Attempts to influence public opinion by means of misinformation and disinformation campaigns, allegations of interference in elections, hostile propaganda involving traditional media and social networks are just a few facets of subversive actions directed against the countries in Europe. Considerable efforts are deployed with the aim to engineer a split among the EU Members, as well as between the EU and its partners. Governments in Europe become more and more aware of the importance of enhancing the resilience of their peoples and institutions. The speakers will discuss whether enough is done in terms of political communication, raising awareness, social media campaigns to respond to this wide array of challenges.


	
	Moderator:


	Brian Whitmore, Senior Fellow & Director of the Russia Program at the Centre for European Policy Analysis, Washington DC


	
	Speakers:
	Ketevan Tsikhelashvili, State Minister for Reconciliation and Civic Integration of Georgia

	
	
	Vincenzo Copolla, Director of Civilian Planning and Conduct Capability, EEAS 
Michael Gahler, Member of the European Parliament 
Mihnea Motoc, Deputy Head, European Political Strategy Center 
Rosa Balfour, Senior Fellow, Europe Program, The German Marshall Fund of the United States


	
	Q&A

	

	July 12, Friday

	
	
	

	10.00-11.15
	Session VI: High-level Panel Discussion on Connectivity 

	
	Connectivity is about networks and the flow of people, goods, services and capital that pass through them. This means transport links, as well as digital and energy networks. To build connectivity with EaP countries, the EU has proposed the Indicative Investment Action Plan identifying several priority projects, extending the core TEN-T to the Eastern Partnership region. The projects will require an estimated investment of almost 13 billion EUR for construction and rehabilitation of new and existing roads, rail, ports, airports, logistical centres and border crossing points. Moreover, the EU has launched EU4Digital initiative to eliminate existing obstacles and barriers for pan-European online services for citizens, public administrations and businesses. The panel will discuss how enhanced connectivity both within the EaP and between the EaP and EU will generate economic growth, increase interdependency, and promote long-term stability and prosperity in the region. The key enabling factors for such transformation will be also addressed.


	
	Moderator:

Speakers:
	Shirin Wheeler, EIB

Vazil Hudak, Vice-President, EIB
Stepan Kubiv, First Vice Prime Minister, Minister of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine TBC
…


	
	Q&A


	11.15-12.30
	Session VII: Invest in Future: Empowering Young Generation and Building Bridges between Cultures 

	
	To invest in education is to invest in stability, peace and democracy in the EaP region. It is also the best way to tackle unemployment and encourage economic growth. The EaP aims at enhancing the quality of education in partner countries by focusing on modernization and reforms in line with European Higher Education Area. Moreover, creating links between research institutions will help better exploit the scientific potential of the partners to the benefit of both sides of the Partnership. Establishing closer links between education, research and innovation, on the one hand, and market demand and opportunities, on the other, will enhance smart specialization and will help improve economic competitiveness of each partner. At the same time EaP allows to develop initiatives for deeper cultural ties between participants with the aim to develop a common European creative space through shared awareness of each other’s cultures.


	
	Moderator:
	Clare Moody, Former Member of the European Parliament, UK 

	
	Speakers:
	Mikheil Batiashvili,  Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sport of Georgia TBC
Kerstin Lundgren, Third Deputy Speaker of the Riksdag of Sweden
Evgeny Shestakov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belarus
Lawrence Meredith, Director Neighbourhood East, DG NEAR  
TBC

	
	Q&A

	

	12.30-14.00
	Lunch

	
	

	14.00-15.30
	Session VIII: Partnership for Mobility - Tearing Down the Paper Curtain 

	
	The visa liberalization between the EU and respective EaP countries has delivered the most visible and tangible benefits to the citizens of these countries, offering clear opportunities to those who seek better education, business contacts, cultural exchange. At the same time, more increased mobility between the Schengen and non-Schengen countries of Europe promises even more enduring societal consequences that will benefit all the sides involved. The facilitation of temporary labour/circular migration could be explored as one of the further opportunities of mobility. Yet the deepest impact of visa liberalisation is psychological: the citizens of the countries with newly liberalized visa policy acquired the sense of belonging to Europe. What are the lessons learned from the first two years of visa free travel between the Schengen and the respective EaP countries?

Moderator:     Natalie Sabanadze, Ambassador of Georgia to the EU

Speakers:      Thea Tsulukiani, Minister of Justice of Georgia 
                      Daniela Morari, Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and  
                      European Integration of the Republic of Moldova                      
                      Ola Henrikson, Regional Director of IOM’s Regional Office for  
                      the EU, Norway and Switzerland
                      Janos Herman,  Former Ambassador of the European Union to  
                      Georgia TBC 

 Q&A 


	15.30-16.30
	Wrap-up Session: Eastern Partnership 2020 – Recharge and Update

	
	After two days of of engaging discussions, the moderators of each panel will wrap up the conference and give their insights as to where they would like to see the Eastern partnership within the next ten years’ time. 


	
	Moderator: 
	Tamar Khulordava, Chairperson of the  Committee on European Integration of the Parliament of Georgia 

	
	
Speakers: 
	
Moderators of Previous Panels

	
	
	

	16.30


19.00-20.30
	Closing Remarks: David Zalkaliani, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia


Reception



