June 5, 2020

Henry M. Blumberg, MD
Professor of Medicine, Epidemiology, and Global Health
Division of Infectious Diseases
Emory University School of Medicine 
49 Jesse Hill Jr Drive
Atlanta, GA 30303  USA

Dear Dr. Blumberg:  

I would like to express my strong support and that of the Ministry of Health of the country of Georgia for your application entitled, “Georgia Tuberculosis Trials Consortium” (GTBTC) that is being submitted to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in response to the Tuberculosis Trials Consortium Services contract opportunity. I am pleased that this application represents a strong collaboration between Emory and the Georgian National Center for Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (NCTLD).  Your application builds on a long history (>20 years) of collaboration between Emory and the NTCLD in research and research training focused on tuberculosis.  This includes a 15 year collaboration on the NIH Fogarty International Center grant entitled, “Emory-Georgia TB research Training”. 

As you know, tuberculosis is a major public health problem in the country of Georgia. New treatment options are urgently needed to shorten the duration of TB treatment and to identify new drugs and treatment regimens.  Considerable infrastructure exists in Georgia at the NCTLD to carry out clinical trials.  The NCTLD is engaged in several international MDR-TB trials and has substantial capacity to carry out drug-susceptible trials as well. Outstanding leadership at the NCTLD including that from Dr. Zaza Avaliani (Director of the NCTLD) and Dr. Nestani Tukvadze (Director of the Clinical TB Research Unit at the NCTLD) will contribute to the scientific mission of the TBTC and ensure high quality clinical trials are carried out at the NCTLD in Tbilisi, Georgia. 

In summary, I am pleased to indicate our strongest support for the GTBTC application and strongly support the Emory-NCTLD collaboration to become part of the CDC TBTC.   Best of luck with this important application 

Sincerely,



Tamar Gabunia, MD, MPH
First Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Social Affairs of Georgia

