Arne Sannes BJØRNSTAD, Ambassador
Born in 27 October 1965 in Oslo, Norway

[bookmark: _Hlk64654093]Head of Norwegian Team Europe covid-19 vaccines secretariat
Special Representative for the Western Balkans

Professional experience:
He joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1990 after graduating from the Faculty of Law Oslo as desk officer (maritime affairs)
Postings to Ankara (1994- 97), Rabat (1997) and Paris (1998-2001).
Coordinator for Norway’s Foreign Policy and Justice/Home Affairs cooperation with the European Union from the autumn of 2001 to January 2003, when called to the Office of the Prime Minister as Senior Adviser/Secretary to the Cabinet Security Committee.
September 2006 appointed Minister Counsellor for European and Economic Affairs at the Norwegian embassy in London, promoted to Deputy Head of Mission in 2008. 
Attached to the Foreign Service Control Unit 2011, Inspector General of the Foreign Service 2013-15.
Ambassador to the Serbia, Montenegro and North Macedonia 2015-2019
Special Representative for the Western Balkans since August 2019.
Liaison Ministry Foreign Affairs/Ministry of Heath and Care Services since March 2020
Head of Norwegian “Team Europe covid-19 vaccines secretariat” since January 2021

Education:
Law Degree (Cand. Jur.) in 1990 from the University of Oslo.
Studies in 
· Political Science and Law at the University of Oslo, 
· Public Administration at the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (France)
· French language and literature at the the Institut Catholique de Paris.

Languages:
Norwegian, English and French, all fluent
