Health 

Local Medical Care

In the recent years, Georgia’s healthcare sector saw a number of reforms which significantly improved health indicators of the population and narrowed the gap between the quality of Georgian and European health systems.

Specifically, in 2013, the government of Georgia introduced a universal healthcare (UHC) program. The program covers entire population. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]in 2013, the government of Georgia introduced a universal healthcare (UHC) system. The system provides medical insurance for the entire population.  Several rounds of healthcare reform, backed by strong political support, attracted private companies who made considerable investments in the healthcare sector.

To fully implement state healthcare programmes, it was necessary to ensure geographical access to healthcare services in addition to the affordability of healthcare services. In view of the above, the State constructed and equipped 82 450 new outpatient facilities with modern technologies in different municipalities of Georgia. 

These new as well other hospitals which were renovated, in combination with UHC, have considerably improved healthcare accessibility to the population and has increased patients' satisfaction. Now the population throughout the country has an equal access to high-quality healthcare services. 

In addition, Georgia is actively developing medical tourism, and it plans to become the healthcare hub in the region.

Most recently, in March 2020, a new multi-profile hospital was opened in the village of Rukhi of Zugdidi Municipality. The village is located a kilometre from Enguri Bridge, which connects Russia-occupied Abkhazia region with the rest of Georgia. The hospital is equipped with 220 in-patient beds and with modern technologies and provides comprehensive treatment to people living on both sides of the occupation line. The hospital has a dormitory for family members of patients undergoing treatment. 

