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Mr. Chair, 

Director-General, 

Members of the Executive Board, 

Colleagues,

Thank you Chair.

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States 

[ALIGNMENT PARAGRAPH]

We thank the United States of America for their work on this, and are pleased to say that the EU and its Member States are co-sponsoring this decision. 

We thank the Director General for his report on the Global Vaccine Action Plan and we welcome the progress that has been made in immunisation over the 2011 – 2020 period, and the increase in the number of children now being reached for routine immunisation. However, we note with concern that this progress has plateaued over recent years, and that 19.4 million children worldwide remain un or under-vaccinated for essential vaccines.

The EU also expresses concern regarding the global resurgence of measles, and urges member states, the WHO secretariat and regional offices to improve surveillance of vaccine preventable diseases and data on vaccine coverage, as well as step up efforts to reduce vaccine hesitancy and increase immunisation take up. Elimination of this disease should still be our focus, and this will require strong and resilient immunisation programmes and health systems.

We welcome the work that the Secretariat has done in advancing the development of Immunisation Agenda 2030, and we encourage WHO and regional offices to finalise global and regional plans are by the time the Global Vaccine Action Plan comes to an end, ensuring that no time is wasted in advancing this important agenda. We further emphasise the need for Immunisation Agenda 2030 to be a country focused, country-led strategy, with appropriate support from global health actors. Meeting the objectives of IA2030 will require concerted work from diverse stakeholders including regulators, health professionals, and behavioural scientists, as well as social media operators, which will require new ways of working.

We welcome the life course approach to vaccination that is emphasised in Immunisation Agenda 2030, fully supporting the vision of “A world where everyone, everywhere, at every age, fully benefits from vaccines for good health and well-being”, including for healthy ageing.

Immunisation is an integral part of a strong and resilient health system, and forms a key component of primary health care systems. Immunisation must be fully integrated into primary health care systems, as well as broader systems for health, including through the use of schools and other settings such as residential care, to support immunisation efforts.

We acknowledge the vital role that researchers and the vaccine industry play in the development of safe, effective and quality vaccines. We must encourage support for research and innovation in our countries, both to develop new vaccines and to improve our existing knowledge. We also urge the vaccine industry to ensure access to affordable vaccines for all through increased development and production, and improved forecasting of global need, to ensure that no one is left behind.

The EU urges all actors in the immunisation sphere, including Gavi, UNICEF, and GPEI, to work in the context and spirit of the Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for all, and to work collaboratively with the WHO as the lead technical agency and normative body. Efforts should be made to coordinate efforts, reduce duplication, and work to identify gaps to ensure that we reach “the final fifth.” In this context, we would also like to call on Member States to support the upcoming replenishment of Gavi and ensure it has the resources to expand the availability of vaccines to those children and communities systemically missing the most basic vaccines, and build the health systems to deliver them in its supported countries.

Finally, we would encourage member states to implement the “Ten Actions towards Vaccination for All” stemming from the Global Vaccination Summit, co-convened by the European Commission and WHO in September 2019.

Thank you.
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