[image: image1.jpg]



European Union

Statement 

WHO

146th Executive Board

 (3-8 February 2020)

________
Item 15.3 - Influenza preparedness
________

Geneva, 6 February 2020
WHO

146th Session of the Executive Board

(3-8 February 2020)

Item 15.3 - Influenza preparedness
EU Statement

Mr. Chair, 

Director-General, 

Members of the Executive Board, 

Colleagues,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

[Alignment paragraph]

Influenza preparedness is a multidimensional system, where all parts have impact on others. 

Each year, influenza causes increased morbidity, mortality and considerable burden on health systems all over. Continuous monitoring and sharing of circulating influenza viruses around the world ensure access to effective seasonal influenza vaccines. In the event of a pandemic, speedy identification of the causative virus and access to is the cornerstone of our response to the pandemic and to timely access to diagnostics, medicines and influenza vaccines. 

Influenza preparedness for seasonal and pandemic influenza is based on uninterrupted surveillance, risk assessment and sharing of influenza viruses. This work is carried out by the WHO GISRS network, fully financed by Member States and coordinated by WHO Secretariat. In other words, the continued good functioning of the GISRS network is invaluable value for global health preparedness. 

Unfortunately, not all countries have equal capacities to address influenza. This is why the WHO Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework is needed to ensure access to pandemic influenza diagnostics, medicines and vaccines in all countries. The Framework is a unique access and benefit sharing instrument with both Member States and the private sector as partners with WHO. An equivalent sum that the hosting Member States were estimated to pay to cover the costs of GIRSRS network, is paid by relevant industries to WHO as membership contribution and used for influenza pandemic preparedness. In addition, the industries have, in the case of an influenza pandemic, committed to provide 10 percent of their production to WHO to be shared with countries in need. 

Today, the changed international legal environment causes uncertainty for world’s preparedness on influenza. The legal status of routine sharing of viruses and their genetic sequences in GISRS network may require to be clarified. There are many unanswered questions that need to be addressed in the future. This is important because synthesis of influenza virus proteins is now possible when their genetic sequence is known. Such synthetized virus proteins may in the future be used for vaccine development, even without access to an entire infective virus. It is unclear whether vaccines produced so will be accessible through benefit sharing under the WHO PIP Framework.

We commend China for the rapid sharing of the genetic sequence of the novel coronavirus. This transparency has enabled our laboratories to develop specific diagnostics in a couple of days from the identification of the virus. This is how we are to act also in an imminent influenza pandemic. 

The vaccine production capacity is our most important means to prepare for pandemic influenza. Anything reducing the efficacy of influenza virus and information sharing may have a negative impact on this valuable measure. 

The EU requests is looking forward to hearing of the results of the survey that the Secretariat is carrying out. We encourage the Secretariat to continue working to ensure high global influenza preparedness and, informing regularly the governing bodies and to proposing necessary measures in this regard. 
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