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Mr. Chair, 

Director-General, 

Members of the Executive Board, 

Colleagues,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

[Alignment paragraph]

The EU and its Member States welcome the report of the Director General on Neglected Tropical Diseases and are pleased to confirm co-sponsorship of the Draft Decision being put forward by Tanzania and others on Neglected Tropical Diseases.

Neglected tropical diseases continue to impact the lives of the poorest populations across many countries in the world. The elimination of NTDs is -as stated in SDG target (3.3)- critical to achieving the Sustainability Development Goals and Universal Health Care.

We therefore need to ensure that barriers to access to care are tackled. Four crucial points for ensuring access to care need to be addressed here:

· First: The increase of education and awareness of NTDs from the affected populations and workforce side

· Second: The establishment of strong referral systems, particularly at community and primary health care level

· Third: The availability of sufficient and good quality diagnostic, treatment and other complementary supplies 

· Finally: Broadening the guidelines of treatment eligibility criteria for milder forms of disease.

NTDs remain very much a poverty-related infection. We need to ensure that the economic and financial burden of NTD patients household is reduced.

We acknowledge the importance of an integrated and holistic policy approach; taking into account other NTDs, vector control and other sectors such as WASH, Nutrition and Education.
We encourage the WHO to support Member States in their effort to strengthen national health information systems for disease surveillance, control and for sustaining gains in elimination/eradication contexts.

We call on the WHO to do the utmost to incentivise fundamental research, implementation and operational research across the 20 diseases. In particular research for the development of new and better health technologies and services; prevention, monitoring and evaluation; as well as health systems access and logistics for medicines and other health technologies.

In this regard we encourage WHO and member states to maintain and build collaborative partnerships with the private sector in order to sustainably supply medicines and other products and secure an integrated supply chain to prevent the entry of low quality products;

Finally we would like to thank especially the member states of the African Group for their cooperation with the EU in bringing this topic on to the agenda.
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