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Countries’ Response to COVID19
· Twenty-seven (27) countries[footnoteRef:1] across four continents have closed all or some of their schools as a result of COVID19. Among them, ten (10) have localized closures and seventeen (17) have complete closures. For full list, see Annex 1 [1:  Information crowd-sourced from teams across the Education Global Practice] 

· Sample of latest countries to close all schools: 3/3 – Georgia, United Arab Emirates; 3/4 – Italy; 3/5; West Bank/Gaza: 3/6 
· As many as 300 million students are currently out of school (not including those at university level) There is increasing concern that as the virus spreads, more countries will shutter their schools, which could put an additional 200 million children at risk of disrupted education.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Source: https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-emergencies/coronavirus-school-closures] 
[bookmark: _Hlk34315164]School Closures – Key Sources Highlighted

UNESCO – March 4 report and interactive map on school closures 
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-emergencies/coronavirus-school-closures

NY times: School Closures and Effect on children
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/04/world/coronavirus-schools-closed.html
Vietnam – handwashing promotion video gone viral https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/panache/take-a-break-from-coronavirus-panic-vietnams-handwash-dance-challenge-goes-viral/articleshow/74457876.cms?from=mdr.

· Disruptions in the education sector go beyond school access, with some countries experiencing difficulties in receiving schooling and other supplies from China as ports of entry are rejecting shipments from COVID19 affected countries. 
· Over 100 countries are known to be preparing national emergency response plans to mitigate the virus’s disruptions. 
The Education response to COVID19 across the globe has varied.  Political economies, capacity levels, and readiness to response are playing major roles in facilitating or hindering countries’ abilities to get ahead of the outbreaks.  Thus, governments are responding to the outbreaks with varying degrees of effort and success.  
Prevention and Preparedness: Many countries with no reported infections or very few confirmed cases are keeping their schools open and focusing efforts on prevention and awareness measures, namely: 
· Launching campaigns through schools to increase awareness of the dangers and reinforcing hygiene practices through students and administrators
· Enhancing sanitization protocols and supplies where applicable and possible
· Banning public gatherings and canceling school-related events and trips
· Requesting certain students or groups to self-quarantine 
· Implementing classroom isolation of potential cases (kids are not allowed to leave their classrooms, or are sent home once they show symptoms for the common cold);
Coping through school closures. In those countries where the risk of outbreak has been high or recently increasing, governments have resorting to stopping classes or delaying return of students to ensure student safety. The closures have been national or localized and are serving various purposes:  
· Extending the vacations to allow longer school closure times (ex: Afghanistan, Japan)
· Closing schools for 5-10 days to allow for cleanup and prevent further spread (ex: Lebanon, Singapore)
· Closing schools for one month or longer to halt the spread of infections (ex: China, Mongolia, Palestine)
Using alternative measures to minimize Disruptions of longer school closings: Shuttering schools for long periods has had a negative impact on many students, especially those preparing for standardized national and international examinations.  To minimize disruption to education, countries are exploring alternative means of access to education.  Many have turned to distance-learning using various online and offline education resources and technologies, such as the following samples:
· Online platforms to offer virtual classes in key subjects: (ex: China, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, UAE, Romania); 
· Radio and television broadcasting of lessons to offset the lack of internet connectivity (ex: Mongolia); 
· Distance learning general education to the population-public campaigns (Vietnam and many others); and financial Support to expat citizens studying in foreign affected countries (Cameroon) 
Moving teaching and learning to virtual classrooms, notably in East Asian countries where classes have been closed for weeks, has de-facto created the largest experiment in distance-learning the world has witnessed to date. Oftentimes in real-time, infrastructure is being expanded, service providers are adapting, and successes and failures are merging into lessons for others.  
Donor partners (World Bank included) are mobilizing to help.  The World Bank has established at global task force to explore and facilitate support to countries to be prepared and cope with the impact more effectively.  The Education team is preparing a guidance note, building on the experience of previous outbreaks (SARS, Ebola, etc.) to support technical teams in discussions with governments on options and tools available.  Additionally, a note outlining minimum standards as well as short-cut solutions for delivering education through EduTech is currently underway as well.  Other partners, notably the Global Partnership for Education, are also exploring areas of support through their portfolios.  Others have mobilized quick and easy resources accessible to countries (UNESCO has prepared a list of education applications and platforms- a one-stop-shop for educators seeking resources on content and delivery of virtual classes).  Coursera, an online education services delivery enterprise, has stepped forward offering its use of its platform at no cost to countries affected by the COVID19 pandemic. 
The Bank’s Immediate Response
The Bank is currently working with client countries, as well as regionally, to support a collective response during the crisis and the subsequent recovery period.  Country teams are reviewing existing portfolios as well as potential additional resources and instruments to identify appropriate and expedited modes of support within the following multi-phased approach: 
Phase I – Prevention and preparedness 
Phase II - Mitigating the immediate impact of the crisis – devoting resource to offer alternative short-term solutions to delivering education, namely through distance learning and targeting examinations preparations. 
Phase III - Resilient recovery once the pandemic has been contained. This would include reopening of schools, assessment of impact on learning, targeting vulnerable groups, adjustments to learning schedules and approach, and building more effective education services
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Annex 1: List of Countries and Relevant Schooling Actions – as March 6, 2020
	 #
	REGION
	Country 
	Status of Schools
	Notes

	1
	AMERICAS
	US
	Closed (in select areas)
	School closures in Washington State. Discussions underway to expand to California

	2
	EAP
	China
	Closed
	Distance learning through online classes

	3
	EAP
	Hong Kong
	Closed
	Classes to remain suspended until April 20.

	4
	EAP
	Japan
	Closed
	Government extended spring break through end of March

	5
	EAP
	Mongolia
	Closed
	since January, schooling through TV with a schedule of times for each class/grade.  the Government has been heavy handed in banning all big gatherings, restricting travel between countryside and UB) and blocking all borders and transit with China and S. Korea. They also just banned flights from Japan this week. 

	6
	EAP
	South Korea
	Closed
	delivering some schooling via distance learning

	7
	EAP
	Vietnam
	Closed
	Trying to deliver education through e-learning but infrastructure is not ready for most part

	8
	EAP
	Singapore
	Closed (in select areas)
	Mixed information. Some school closures, some schools are being cleaned and reopened.

	9
	ECA
	Armenia
	Closed
	No information on alternative services yet

	10
	ECA
	Azerbaijan
	Closed
	No information on alternative services yet

	11
	ECA
	Georgia
	Closed
	Government took decision on March 3rd to close

	12
	ECA
	Italy
	Closed
	All schools and universities closed as of March 4th

	13
	ECA
	France
	Closed (in select areas)
	Officials have closed about 120 schools in areas that have reported the largest numbers of coronavirus infections.

	14
	ECA
	Germany
	Closed (in select areas)
	Selective school closures across the country. In Heinsberg, Nord Rhein Westphalia all schools and preschools are closed.

	15
	ECA
	Greece
	Closed (in select areas)
	Eight schools closed In Athens on Feb 28th for sanitization after confirmed cases. 

	16
	ECA
	United Kingdom
	Closed (in select areas)
	Northern Ireland and England

	17
	ECA
	Romania
	Closed (select schools and universities)
	Videoconferences with county level inspectorates for dissemination and follow up. In Bucharest, schools are closed because of seasonal flu

	18
	MENA
	Bahrain
	Closed
	all closed for two weeks from February 25.

	19
	MENA
	Iran
	Closed
	No information on alternative services yet

	20
	MENA
	Iraq 
	Closed
	National lockdown. Cinemas, cafes, clubs, and other public gathering spots also closed from February 27 to March 7.

	21
	MENA
	Kuwait
	Closed
	all closed for two weeks from March 1.

	22
	MENA
	Lebanon
	Closed
	Schools are closed for one week till March 8th for sanitization.  Lessons for the week provided as homework through e-mail and social media platforms. 

	23
	MENA
	Palestine
	Closed
	state of emergency beginning March 6 for one month. Schools, governments buildings, and parks closed. 

	24
	MENA
	United Arab Emirates
	Closed
	field trips and meets have been suspended. Schools and universities are utilizing distance learning in some cases (e.g., in government schools: “Normal classes will run on Wednesday but pupils in grades 5 to 8 will try out the distance-learning programme from 5pm to 7pm. On Thursday, pupils in grades 9 to 12 will test the system from home. Teachers, however, must still attend school.”)

	25
	SAR
	Afghanistan
	Closed (in select areas)
	Schools of cold climate provinces are closed (due to winter holidays until March 22), in warm provinces only Herat is closed. MoE and the Ministry of health have started awareness campaigns on good hygiene practices, through TVs, newspapers and social media, to reduce the risk of infection.

	26
	SAR
	Pakistan
	Closed (in select areas)
	Travels banned from China and Iran. Provinces are alerted. Schools are open in all provinces apart from Sindh (from Feb 28 to Mar 13).

	27
	SAR
	India
	Closed (select schools and universities)
	Five schools in Delhi have ended their academic year early and announced an extended spring break. Two of them are closed for cleaning after an accident with infection. The Government of Delhi produced advisory for parents not to send children with cold/flu symptoms to school. It is likely that more schools will do the same.

	

	28
	AFRICA
	BENIN
	Open
	No new measures but discussions are underway

	29
	AFRICA
	Burundi
	Open
	No education-specific measures

	30
	AFRICA
	Gambia
	Open
	Enforcing temperature controls at airports

	31
	ECA
	Albania
	Open
	Awareness sessions introduced in schools. Soap and supplies provided to schools.

	32
	ECA
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	Open
	Only localized efforts so far. 

	33
	ECA
	Croatia
	Open
	Some schools have reported shortages of soap and sanitizer and government is mobilizing to address. Minister Blazenka Divjak said on Thursday there was a plan to conduct classes online if the coronavirus situation in Croatia deteriorated. Divjak said that she was in permanent contact with Health Minister Vili Beros. "Yesterday, I told him that in a worst-case scenario schools can conduct classes online," she told a press conference in Zagreb. The Ministry postponed all student travel abroad, until further notice.

	34
	ECA
	Kosovo
	Open
	MESTI has established a task force to monitor the situation, and they have increased the supply for hygiene at the school level.
So far these are preventive measures, no cases reported yet. 

	35
	ECA
	Latvia
	Open
	Government is alerted

	36
	ECA
	Poland
	Open
	Government is alerted

	37
	ECA
	Serbia and Montenegro
	Open
	No measures thus far

	38
	ECA
	Spain
	open
	Authorities are weighing up restricting large gatherings and closing schools in response to the ongoing coronavirus outbreak.

	39
	ECA
	Turkey
	Open
	Ministry of National Education has only shared with all schools guidelines from the Ministry of Health with general information on COVID-19 and daily prevention strategies.

	40
	ECA
	Ukraine
	Open
	Several weeks ago, the MOES encouraged higher education institutions to inform their students and professors from China and countries in SE Asia about distance learning opportunities and allow them to take relevant exams, etc. after stabilization of the situation with the outbreak. This was rationalized as "prioritizing continuity of education"

	41
	ECA
	Belarus
	Open (with restrictions)
	The first corona virus case was detected with a student from Belarusian National Technical  University, which created a lot of fuss in public and MoE which had to take immediate precautions.   All students' dorms are closed for visits, BNTU declared that studies will continue  until mid-March in the distant mode. The Ministry of Health of Belarus has 14.5 thousand people under control for coronavirus - these are either those who were surrounded by patients or arrived from the countries where outbreaks of coronavirus were detected;

	42
	ECA
	Bulgaria
	Open (with restrictions)
	MoE: Issued a specific ordinance to all schools and preschools to organize instruction on basic hygiene and general virus protection;
https://btvnovinite.bg/bulgaria/uchat-uchenicite-da-spazvat-lichna-i-obshtestvena-higiena.html; Issued a recommendation (24.02.2020) to all preschools and schools to postpone student travel to Italy and other countries where COVID-19 was registered https://www.mon.bg/bg/news/3868

	43
	ECA
	Russia
	Open (with restrictions)
	The schools operate with a limited mode. Students are not allowed to leave the classrooms. All large gatherings/events are banned. Children with any symptoms are not accpted in schools and nurseries/preschools. Also parents are advised not to send ill children to school or preschool.

	44
	ECA
	North Macedonia 
	Open (with some students asked to stay home)
	The government students and staff who traveled or live with someone traveling to:affected regions of Italy, as well as China, Hong Kong, Iran, Japan, Macau, Philippines, Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan, to not come to work or school and call the public health centers.

	45
	ECA
	Uzbekistan
	Open (with special measures)
	teachers and students are restricted from traveling abroad, especially to countries with registered coronavirus infection; 
b) large events, including Olympiads and international forums are being postponed and attendance in the international events is restricted;
c) foreign students and teachers entry to country is restricted.
Additionally, educational institutions are advised to reinforce preventative measures, such as daily monitoring of students with signs of respiratory infection, recommending general preventative measures to students (frequent wash of hands), and provide students with information and materials prepared by the Ministry of Health.

	46
	ECA
	Kyrgyz Republic
	Open (with special measures)
	 -Established a Republican Council on prevention COVID-19  infiltration into the country and prevention of its further spread has been established;
- All relevant authorities were instructed to activate the hotline, where citizens can ask and clarify questions and report any facts and cases.
- All cultural events with the participation of a large number of people have been canceled .
-Ministry of Education and Science has been instructed to continue awareness-raising activities among students about coronavirus and personal hygiene rules.

	47
	LAC
	Antigua and Barbuda
	Open
	No measures thus far

	48
	LAC
	Argentina
	Open
	No measures thus far

	49
	LAC
	Bahamas, The
	Open
	No measures thus far

	50
	LAC
	Barbados
	Open
	No measures thus far

	51
	LAC
	Belize
	Open
	No measures thus far

	52
	LAC
	Bolivia
	Open
	No measures thus far

	53
	LAC
	Brazil
	Open
	Private schools asking students from hotspots to self-quarantine

	54
	LAC
	Chile
	Open
	No measures thus far

	55
	LAC
	Colombia
	Open
	No measures thus far

	56
	LAC
	Costa Rica
	Open
	No measures thus far

	57
	LAC
	Dominica
	Open
	No measures thus far

	58
	LAC
	Dominican Republic
	Open
	MoE issued preventive plans focused on awareness and hygiene

	59
	LAC
	Ecuador
	Open
	MoE issued preventive plans focused on awareness and hygiene

	60
	LAC
	El Salvador
	Open
	No measures thus far

	61
	LAC
	Grenada
	Open
	No measures thus far

	62
	LAC
	Guatemala
	Open
	Ministry is implementing a prevention campaign. Example: 
https://radiotgw.gob.gt/mineduc-previene-y-protege-la-salud-de-ninos-en-centros-educativos/

	63
	LAC
	Guyana
	Open
	No measures thus far

	64
	LAC
	Haiti
	Open
	No measures thus far

	65
	LAC
	Honduras
	Open
	Ministry of Education is implementing a prevention campaign too. See news https://www.se.gob.hn/detalle-articulo/1405/

	66
	LAC
	Jamaica
	Open
	No measures thus far

	67
	LAC
	Mexico
	Open
	No information thus far

	68
	LAC
	Nicaragua
	Open
	No measures thus far

	69
	LAC
	Paraguay
	Open
	No measures thus far

	70
	LAC
	Peru
	Open
	No measures thus far

	71
	LAC
	Sint Maarten (dutch part)
	Open
	No measures thus far

	72
	LAC
	St. Kitts & Nevis
	Open
	No measures thus far

	73
	LAC
	St. Lucia
	Open
	No measures thus far

	74
	LAC
	St. Vincent and the Grenadines
	Open
	No measures thus far

	75
	LAC
	Uruguay
	Open
	No measures thus far

	76
	MENA
	Algeria
	Open
	

	77
	MENA
	Morocco
	Open
	One confirmed case. Students who have travelled to infected areas are to stay away from schools and public places for 14 days. 

	78
	MENA
	Oman 
	Open
	“All school in Oman are working normally and there is no reason why we should close schools.” --MOE

	79
	MENA
	Qatar
	Open
	Could not find any public announcements of coronavirus-related changes to education.

	80
	MENA
	Saudi Arabia
	Open
	Could not find any public announcements of coronavirus-related school closures, but informational campaigns have been targeting Saudi schools since early February.

	81
	MENA
	Tunisia
	Open
	One confirmed case.  

	82
	MENA
	Egypt
	Open (with restrictions)
	Schools are reportedly sending kids home if they show any cold symptoms

	83
	North America
	Guinea
	Open
	Government installed a taskforce.  Addressing issue of water n

	84
	SAR
	Bangladesh
	Open
	DG Health office has advised travel of all citizens including students to essential needs only.  Brought back Bangladeshi students studying in Wuhan province in China and have quarantined them for 2 weeks.

	85
	SAR
	Bhutan
	Open
	No strategy specific to education as of March 3rd

	86
	SAR
	Sri Lanka
	Open
	Ministry of Health has issued guidance on measures school children should take to minimize the risk of infection

	87
	SAR
	Maldives
	Open (with restrictions)
	Restricted extra-curricular activities in schools
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