Bilateral Cooperation Plan between the Government of Georgia and the Government of the People’s Republic of China under the Framework of the Belt and Road Initiative

In accordance with the consensus on jointly promoting the Belt and Road Initiative between the Government of Georgia (hereinafter referred to as the Georgian side), and the Government of the People’s Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as the Chinese side, and jointly referred to as the two or both sides), as well as emphasizing the fact that Georgia and P.R.C are free trade partners, the Bilateral Cooperation Plan between the Government of Georgia and the Government of the People's Republic of China under the Framework of the Belt and Road Initiative (hereinafter referred to as the Plan) is hereby formulated.

Part One 

Foundation of Cooperation

The People’s Republic of China is among the first countries in the world to establish diplomatic relations with Georgia. The both sides have shown respect for each other’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
At present, the bilateral relations have never been better, with constantly strengthened political ties and numerous highlights in the economic and trade cooperation. China has become one of the main trade partners and investment source for Georgia. After the Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of Georgia (hereinafter referred to as the China-Georgia Free Trade Agreement) took effect on 1st January, 2018, China became one of the main  wine export markets for Georgia. The cooperation and development of relations between Georgia and China is based on mutual interests, needs and respective advantages, which has engaged the bilateral relations into a new stage of rapid development.

Georgia is among the countries that are actively responding to the Belt and Road Initiative. Georgia is a founding member of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), as well as the first country to approve the Charter of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.  Georgia has held three Tbilisi Silk Road Forums respectively in 2015, 2017 and 2019 with continuous support of China. The Forum, among others, has contributed to the development of the Belt and Road Initiative and established an international platform for multilateral high-level dialogue among senior policymakers, businesses and community leaders.

With the Memorandum of Understanding on Strengthening Jointly Building the Silk Road Economic Belt between the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia and the Ministry of Commerce of China signed in March 2015, jointly building the Belt and Road Initiative has become an important growth point in bilateral cooperation, and has brought a precious historic opportunity for a win-win cooperation and common development.

The Belt and Road Initiative is highly aligned with the long-term development strategies of Georgia, such as establishing Georgia as an East-West cross-border corridor, an international transportation corridor and a regional trade center.

In this context, both sides agree to promote development opportunities and achieve common prosperity through mutually beneficial cooperation, be good friends with sincere sentiment as well as good partners with blended interests, and jointly embrace a more prosperous future of bilateral relations.

Part Two 

Cooperation Principles

The two sides consistently agree to observe the following cooperation principles:

Achieve common development through joint consultation and cooperation. 
Both sides will promote high-quality Belt and Road cooperation, following the principles of extensive consultation, joint efforts and shared benefits, pursuing open, green and clean cooperation, and working towards high-standard, people-centered and sustainable development, so as to increase the well-being of the two peoples.

Aim at an all-round cooperation while focus on priorities.

Both sides will lay emphasis on holistic consideration, active planning, continuously unleashing the dividends of the traditional friendship and political mutual trust; taking practical measures to promote cooperation in key fields corresponding to the common long-term interests of two countries; providing impetus to all-round exchanges and cooperation in fields of economy, trade and culture.

Pursue mutual benefit by relying on comparative advantages.

Both sides will take account of their comparative advantages and development demand, leverage the strong complementarities of two economies, deepen practical cooperation under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative and accelerate cultivation of highlights in new economic areas, so as to expand the space of mutually beneficial development and promote common prosperity.

Observe market rules with government guidance.

Both sides will optimize intergovernmental cooperation mechanisms, strengthen overall coordination and policy guidance, will encourage enterprises from both sides to observe market rules and international norms, so as to create a favourable cooperation climate for a deep and sustainable cooperation. 

Part Three 

Cooperation Priorities

In accordance with key cooperation areas of the Belt and Road Initiative and Georgia’s declared targets, missions and priorities both sides agree to “deeply plough and plant thickly” in traditional advantageous cooperation areas, accelerate the cultivation of highlights in new economic areas, and bestow the bilateral cooperation with more distinctive features of the times, a richer connotation and a much clearer development path. 

I. Trade and Investment

By attaching great importance to the role of “Georgia-China Free Trade Agreement” in deepening the economic and trade cooperation, both sides will continue to make full use of the complementary advantages in bilateral trade, and further increase the trade scale of manufactured goods, minerals, primary metal products and agricultural products, actively expand the service trade in tourism, finance, education, legal advice and business outsourcing, commit to enriching the varieties of trade products and expanding two-way trade flow, thus to help Georgia to diversify export and increase the added-value in trade.

The Chinese enterprises are encouraged to invest in export oriented processing industries in Georgia, leveraging the geographic location of Georgia and the free trade arrangements with European Union, European Free Trade Association, CIS countries, Turkey, China, Hong Kong SAR of China as well as the preferential policies such as General System of Preferences with US, Canada, Japan. Giving full play to the accumulation effect of overseas economic and trade cooperation zones, efforts will be made to turn Georgia as a transit trade hub in the wider Black Sea economic region.

The Chinese side has a wide range of industries and huge market potential, while the Georgian side enjoys a superior business environment, more economic freedom, favourable business conditions, especially a market radiation advantage brought by its geographical location. Adhering to the principles of comparative advantages and mutual benefits, the Chinese side supports Georgia to accelerate industrialization and agricultural modernization, to promote the optimal utilization of natural resources, and to achieve an inclusive growth and sustainable development of economy.

Manufacturing is the core pillar industry accounting for the highest proportion of GDP in Georgia. 

The enterprises of two countries are invited to strengthen cooperation in the fields of metallurgy, machinery manufacturing, rolling stock, mechanical and electrical products manufacturing, machine tool industry and chemical industry. Local industries will be developed vigorously to advance the transformation and upgrading of Georgia’s manufacturing industry.

Giving full play to Georgia’s resource advantage and the geographic advantage as the regional transit center, Chinese enterprises are encouraged to invest in Georgia’s advantageous and featured manufacturing industries, such as construction materials, furniture, ore refining and processing (especially processing electricity from the local coal, as well as refining mineral water and thermal springs), also auto parts, plastic products derived from primary raw materials, apparel, textile footwear and leather products. The export-processing industries will be gradually expanded, while the import dependence reduced and the domestic demand satisfied.

Chinese enterprises are encouraged to invest in the entire chain of construction materials industry in Georgia, including the exploitation and processing of stone and decoration materials, the production of architectural and decorative paint, cement and concrete, etc., thus to fill the gaps of some industries in Georgia and expand the domestic and neighboring markets.

The Georgian side welcomes Chinese enterprises to expand investment activities in Georgia in the fields of energy, service industry, transportation & logistics, manufacturing, information and Business Process Outsourcing (BPO). 

Both sides will fully leverage the complementary advantages, and encourage Chinese enterprises to invest in wood processing industry, taking into account that Georgia has abundant forest resources, good wood processing foundation and strong market radiation; focusing on the cooperation in furniture manufacturing, wood products production, upholstery, so as to increase the added value of products, promote the cluster development of export-oriented timber product industry
 and jointly expand the third markets.

Leveraging the competitive prices of mineral resources and hydroelectricity in Georgia, Chinese enterprises are encouraged to invest in mining and processing of mineral resources, electrolytic aluminium and aluminium products, electrolytic manganese and manganese products, finished iron and steel products, refined copper and copper products, plastic and petroleum by-products (especially producing oil products from the crude oil), in a bid to  develop local production and earn foreign exchange from export.

Georgian side welcomes Chinese enterprises to invest in automobile manufacturing, especially in the production of new energy vehicles and spare parts, to satisfy the demand of upgrading the spare parts for old automobiles, especially buses in public transport system of Georgia.

Both sides encourage the enterprises to strengthen cooperation in fields of high technology industries, such as information and communication technology, electronic manufacturing, biotechnology, through joint investment, joint research & development and technology transfer. In terms of bilateral investment, the two sides will vigorously promote green investment, lay emphasis on environment protection, social responsibility and corporate governance.

The Chinese side will share its expertise with the Georgian side in public infrastructure, including the renovation of urban water supply and drainage system, the construction of basic-need housing, as well as the 24-hours potable water supply all over the country.

Both sides will strengthen the experience exchanges on industrial parks’ construction. Chinese enterprises are encouraged to invest in Kutaisi Free Industrial Zone and develop export-oriented processing industries, such as automobiles and accessories, pharmacy, textile clothing, household appliance, electronic products and new energies, taking advantage of free trade agreements, in a bid to expand exports.

Both sides will give full play of Georgia-China Intergovernmental Commission for Trade and Economic Cooperation, to enhance information sharing in trade, investment and infrastructure, as well as other topics of cooperation within the scope of Commission, so as to improve the quality and efficiency of bilateral exchange.

Both sides are willing to strengthen cooperation under the legal framework of the mutual administrative assistance of customs, to promote the information exchange concerning prevention and strike of customs offences.
Both sides will explore the feasibility to establish an information exchange platform for  Sanitary, Phyto-sanitary and veterinary certificates, and further enhance the work being carried out with regards to the Electronic Origin Data Exchange System as established under the framework of free trade agreement. Aiming to further facilitate trade and create more welcoming environment for the traders, the parties will explore the possibilities for the exchanges and cooperation in the fields of advanced declaration of customs information, risk assessment and post clearance audit. At the same time, both sides will continue conducting cooperation on mutual recognition of their respective Authorized Economic Operators (AEO) for the signature and implementation of  the mutual recognition agreement of their respective Authorized Economic Operators (AEO) as soon as possible. Both sides are willing to strengthen cooperation and exchanges on the "Single-window" in international trade, so as to promote establishment of long-term cooperation mechanism.
The two sides will strengthen cooperation between relevant authorities, to facilitate market access and domestic circulation, in a bid to promote the exports of Georgian

products to China. Companies and institutions are encouraged to participate in the agriculture and food expos, strengthen information exchanges on exhibition activities, and tighten the contacts between the event organizers. To this end, given the special importance of the China International Import Expo, the Chinese side expresses readiness to continue supporting and facilitating Georgia’s participation in the CIIE.

Furthermore, 
Chinese side will support Georgian Enterprises to promote their products via Chinese e-commerce channels, which will serve as a significant possibility to intensify export from Georgia to the Chinese market. 

Both sides will collaborate closely to implement the free trade agreement and fully play its role to create favorable conditions for bilateral trade. Efforts will be made to lift trade barriers, improve bilateral trade as well as facilitate increase of the trade volume. 


Industrial associations and commercial chambers are encouraged to strengthen contacts and establish communication platforms for investment opportunities and project information exchanges through organizing commercial activities and investment forums.

Georgia welcomes Chinese enterprises to invest in tourism of Georgia, including building scenic zones, renovation and construction of supporting infrastructure projects such as the renovation of tourism facilities and roads.

Georgia welcomes Chinese enterprises to develop tourism in the regions of Georgia, and encourages Chinese enterprises to invest in the free tourism zones in Anaklia, Ganmukhuri and Kobuleti. 

II. Agriculture

Agriculture, involving 43% of Georgia’s population, is one of the priority areas identified by Georgian government and Strategy for Agricultural Development in Georgia 2015-2020, as well as by the Rural Development Strategy of Georgia (2016-2020). The Chinese side enjoys higher agricultural science & technology, higher mechanization and vast consumer market. In view of the strong complementarities and great potential for agricultural cooperation between Georgia and China, there stands a good prospect in value chain development that ensures import substitution and export promotion.

The two sides are willing to take full advantage of Georgia-China Agricultural Cooperation Working Group mechanism and implement the action plan signed between ministries, focusing on cooperation in tea planting, processing and high-quality germplasm resources exchanges, as well as the scientific and technological exchanges and cooperation in promoting modern agricultural irrigation systems, greenhouse infrastructure, agricultural machinery, raising silkworms, fruits and vegetables.

The two sides will consider implementing Georgia-China Free Trade Agreement as an opportunity, and expand the reputation of Georgian special and advantageous products, such as wine, mineral water, nuts and fruits in Chinese market, so as to further expand bilateral trade of agricultural products.

In order to develop value chain, the Georgian side welcomes Chinese enterprises to invest and cooperate in the fields of agricultural products planting, processing and packaging, as well as related refrigerating, warehousing and logistics, so as to improve the self-sufficiency rate of agricultural products, upgrade the processing level, and expand exports of agricultural products with special characteristics and high added value.

Chinese enterprises are encouraged to invest in aquaculture development and livestock breeding in Georgia, develop meat processing plants to meet domestic needs and export to regional markets and develop high-quality beef and mutton production exporting to the Middle East.

The two sides will cooperate to promote the process of market access of agricultural products and increase the scale of bilateral agricultural trade.

Chinese enterprises are encouraged to invest in dairy industry in Georgia and introduce advanced processing technology, so as to develop cross-border cold chain

logistics and to produce high-quality cheese, yogurt and butter for domestic and foreign markets.

Furthermore, facilitation of removal of the barriers and specific certificate requirements on some types of agricultural products would significantly support expansion of export volume from Georgia to China.

Chinese enterprises are encouraged to invest in agricultural infrastructure in Georgia, including, building wholesale and retail marketplaces for agricultural products, and establishing a modern agricultural product distribution system, in a bid to improve Georgia’s agricultural competitiveness.

Relying on the platforms such as agricultural exhibitions in Georgia, Chinese agricultural machinery and equipment, such as tractors, reapers, drip irrigation and sprinkling irrigation equipment, small power generation equipment, forest management and wood processing, furniture manufacturing machinery, forest fire preventing and fighting equipment - are encouraged to be showcased thereof so as to promote the agricultural and forestry modernization and automation in Georgia.

The Chinese side supports Georgia to establish wine promotion centers and wine/mineral water dealerships in China, and enhance brand promotion and advertising through wine tasting theme tourism and tasting activities, so as to raise market awareness.

Enterprises of two countries are encouraged to cooperate with well-known cross-border e-commerce platforms or large import supermarkets, increase sales channels, with an aim to expand sales in China, especially for mineral water and high-quality agricultural products suiting for the middle and high class consumer groups.

Chinese major wine production regions, such as Xinjiang and Ningxia, are encouraged to cooperate in wine cultivation and production with Georgia, to explore new modes of cooperation, including a possibility of creating a joint venture brand.

As traditional tea producing countries, China and Georgia are willing to further strengthen technology cooperation in tea garden restoration, and tea production & processing, implement joint research and development projects, so as to increase tea production in Georgia. Chinese enterprises are encouraged to expand their planting in traditional tea producing areas, and to expand tea production, especially the production of bagged black tea by introducing and updating tea production equipment. Cooperation between hydrometeorological institutions of China and Georgia in the field of agrometeorology (network establishment and expansion) is encouraged in order to enhance tea cultivation and production in West Georgia. 

The two sides recognize the importance of food safety and standards to citizens’ health and the promotion of agricultural products and foods in the international market. Georgia and China will strengthen cooperation in food safety.

Georgian side is willing to develop silk production with China in the frame of agriculture cooperation, to share China`s vast experience and to attract Chinese investments in order to develop silk production and processing in Georgia. 
The Georgian side is willing to strengthen cooperation with the Chinese side in greenhouse technology, storage after harvest, and processing of agricultural products.

The two sides will also deepen the cooperation in fields of environmental protection, such as restoring the natural environment after returning farmland and livestock pastures, promoting the development of biological and organic agriculture.

The two sides wish to enhance experience exchanges in promoting the participation of farmers in agricultural organizations, encouraging farmers to start businesses, developing rural tourism, extending agricultural insurance, and supporting local brands.

The Chinese side is willing to strengthen the cooperation in agricultural human resources training by holding agricultural technology exchanges, the personnel training and expert guidance activities.

III. Energy and Environmental Protection

Georgia is the country with opportunity to export electricity to the wider region. Georgia 2020 proposed to vigorously develop renewable energy sources (hydro, wind, solar). As the world’s largest renewable energy power generation country, China owns advanced technology in power generation and rich experience in the construction & safe operation of power stations. The potential for bilateral cooperation is vast in renewable energy development, grid improvement, peak regulating power generation and energy efficiency promotion, etc.

As one of the countries with the most abundant water resources per unit area in the world, hydro power is the most important power source as well as a major field to attract foreign investments for Georgia. Both sides will explore to leverage the Chinese advantage in electric power, strengthen cooperation on the planning, design, construction and operation of power stations, so as to further develop the hydroelectric resource and improve the power generating capacity. 

Following the power grid development plan issued by Georgian government, Chinese enterprises are encouraged to participate in the open tenders of construction & upgrading of Georgia’s  domestic and cross-border power grid, so as to facilitate improvement of the transmission capacity and transmission & transformation efficiency of the power grid, to fulfill the domestic need and to export the seasonal surplus electricity in Georgia.

Based on scientific evaluation and on the equal basis, Chinese enterprises will be encouraged to participate in new energy power generation projects such as wind energy, solar energy, biomass energy and geothermal energy in Georgia to cope with the present seasonal supply-demand imbalance, taking into consideration Security and Supply standards applicable in Georgia, through including but not limited to engineering procurement construction (EPC), build-operate-transfer (BOT), in accordance with the existing legislative framework. 
According to the principle of market, Chinese enterprises will be encouraged to carry out investment in new energy equipment in the Free Industrial Zones of Georgia．
The Georgian side will consider demand and possible effects for the further strengthening public-private cooperation, development of the effective PPP mechanism through cooperating with international partners, and provision of special legal protection. The Chinese side will support
 its enterprises to participate in the construction of PPP projects like hydro power station and pipelines launched by Georgian government, under the principles of business, full evaluation and scientific decision-making.

Enterprises from two countries will be encouraged to apply to the Partnership Fund and Georgian Energy Development Fund, to seek support from international financial institutions such as World Bank, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, in a bid to promote the construction of energy infrastructure projects in Georgia.

Both sides are willing to strengthen cooperation in forestry, promote forest regeneration, natural forest protection, forest fire prevention, forest sustainable utilization,and technology development in forest industry. Both sides are willing to strengthen cooperation in nature protected areas, promote enclosing relations among national parks; as well as share best practices in terms of natural ecosystems and biodiversity protection.
Both sides are willing to strengthen cooperation in the field of geology, including geological mapping, geological hazard (landslide, debris/mudflow) assessment methodology, geological hazard monitoring and early warning system, and groundwater monitoring.

Both sides will strengthen personnel exchanges, carry out joint research, exchange and provide specimens, materials and data, establish bilateral forestry innovation base (laboratory), so as to jointly promote the forest conservation and sustainable productivity.

Both sides will strengthen cooperation in environmental protection, encourage Chinese enterprises to take part in the major environmental protection projects launched by Georgia, including, under the European standards and internationally accepted best available practices, contributing to the development of waste recycling and recovery system, constructing and repairing water supply system and sewage treatment system in towns and villages. Both sides will encourage enterprises to strengthen exchanges and cooperation in green technology.

Both sides encourage the technical exchange between the meteorological services and explore the possibility of data sharing to provide meteorological support for smooth implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative.

The Chinese enterprises in Georgia should observe the national environmental protection laws and standards of Georgia, take measures to prevent negative impact on environment during production and promote the sustainable development.

The Chinese side welcomes Georgian organizations to join BRI International Green Development Coaliation to promote the sharing and exchanges of green knowledge, information and technology and to jointly build Green Silk Road.
IV. Transport and Logistics

Georgia, holds the gateway between Europe and Transcaucasia, Central Asia as well as China, therefore positioned as an important transit trade country. It is one of the main targets for Georgia to become a transport and logistics hub by developing infrastructure and fully tapping the forwarding potential along the Belt and Road.
Chinese enterprises are encouraged to apply for the infrastructure projects in Georgia through  investment, construction and operation, utilize the infrastructure construction market of Georgia through capital, technology and equipment, so as to improve the infrastructure connectivity. The status and role of Georgia in the Middle Corridor (originally called as the Trans-Caspian International Transport Route, TITR) as a participating country, will be enhanced by further developing the cross border transportation and actively engaging in regional transport projects.

Both sides are willing to strengthen cooperation in the development of the green & smart transport and improvement of the urban public transport.

Both sides will strengthen cooperation on the transformation and upgrading of domestic airport facilities, increasing the capacity and convenience of Georgian airports, so as to identify the hard infrastructure constraints for the cross industry development, including tourism in Georgia. 

Both sides reaffirm their readiness to  promote civil aviation enterprises of two countries to open more air routes based on the market demand, including direct flights between Tbilisi and Beijing, thus to create conditions for expanding bilateral business and tourism exchanges. 

Focusing on the region along the Black Sea, both sides are willing to strengthen cooperation in port development & operation and multimodal transport development.

Both sides consider the Middle Corridor as one of the important routes to link China with Europe since it provides a viable railway-based multimodal transportation option for trade in goods of both sides and countries along the route. The Middle Corridor has two main routes, Baku-Tbilisi-Kars (BTK) Railway line connecting to Turkey and Georgia’s Black Sea ports of Poti and Batumi connecting to EU. Both sides will make joint efforts to create more favorable conditions to attract more goods passing through the Middle Corridor and to explore possibilities of developing soft infrastructure, such as digitalization of the corridor. 

Acknowledging the importance of the working group, which was created between relevant ministries of two countries, namely led by Transport and Logistics Development Policy Department of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia and Department of Transport Services, Ministry of Transport of the PRC, both sides will support the working group to further develop multimodal transportation between China and Europe through Georgia and explore possibilities of increasing the competitiveness of the corridor

Both sides will continue to support the increase of frequency of departures and container volumes on the Middle Corridor by coordinating with countries along the route. Both sides support attracting cargo on East bound and West Bound directions and to that end, will work closely to launch new routes between China and Europe through Middle Corridor.

Meanwhile, both sides will continue the efforts to facilitate road transport between the two countries and to actualize articles of the bilateral Agreement on International Road Transport of Passengers and Goods signed in April 2019.

Under the framework of Central Asian Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC), both sides will enhance cooperation on developing international cargo transport, simplifying customs and border procedures, research possibilities of electronic corridor management systems and promoting the transport infrastructure modernization. 

Both sides encourage the dialogue and communication between railway, road, maritime and air transport authorities of two countries, thus to promote mutual understanding on laws, management system & standards, market mechanism, especially China’s acquaintance of design, supervision, technology, etc. in transport, and to share professional experience and best practices. Both sides will facilitate the holding of seminars, lectures and hands-on training by relevant bodies to promote the enhancement of the professional level and capacity building of employees in fields of transport and logistics.

Relying on the overseas economic and trade cooperation zone, the Chinese side will support domestic enterprises to build an international logistics bonded area, and encourage Chinese famous online e-commerce enterprises to establish overseas bonded warehouse and transit centers including in Georgia, so as to enhance the trade development between China, Central Asia, the Caucasus and Southeastern Europe. 

Both sides will encourage transport and logistics companies to enhance direct contact through different means, including jointly conducting road shows, conferences, forums,  etc.

V. Tourism

Georgia, renowned for its diverse tourism offerings and authentic character, has beautiful natural scenery, long-standing history and culture, rich tourism resources and is an attractive international tourist destination.

China has a large population and a vast tourism consumer market. Both sides agree to further tap potential of tourism cooperation and make partnership within the tourism sector a highlight in Georgia-China relations.

Both sides are willing to help each other carry out tourism promotion activities in their home country within capability, including through organizing visits with involvement of tourism and media practitioners, jointly launching tourism TV programs, enhancing publicity on tourism related platforms, promoting special tourism projects such as wine tasting, spa, winter skiing, to increase Chinese citizens’ awareness about Georgia.

Both sides will encourage tourism associations to establish close business ties, support leading tourism enterprises and renowned hotels to exchange relevant contacts, share best practices in creating successful tourism projects and information related to the development and promotion of tourism resources.

Both sides will support domestic tourism authorities and enterprises to participate in tourism and travel fairs held in both countries and encourage the representatives of media and travel companies to mutually highlight tourism potential to increase the bilateral tourism flows. 

Both sides will actively strive to promote the Memorandum of understanding on the Facilitation of Group Travel by Chinese Tourists to Georgia signed in 2012, to further promote travel facilitation for the Chinese tourist groups visiting Georgia.
VI. Scientific and technological innovation

Both sides will take the opportunity of jointly building Belt and Road Initiative to restart the inter-governmental cooperation mechanism on science and technology between China and Georgia, as well as re-invigorate China-Georgia Intergovernmental Commission for Trade and Economic Cooperation including Science and Technology, promote practical project cooperation and support cooperation on science and technology R&D between research institutes, universities and enterprises of two countries.

Both sides will strengthen people-to-people exchanges in the field of science and technology, and strengthen mutual learning and visits between young scientists of two countries. China welcomes young scientists from Georgia to take short-term scientific research work in China under International Outstanding Youth Program.

Under the framework of Beijing Belt & Road International Co-Incubator consortium (ICI), enterprises of two countries and other members will be encouraged to cooperate, gather and share innovation and entrepreneurship resources, explore mutual beneficial and win-win models of international co-incubation and cross-border acceleration, and promote the “landing” of Chinese and other countries’ enterprises and technologies.

Both sides will encourage Georgian start-ups to participate in the start-up projects, business incubators and accelerator projects in China, and jointly develop online and offline courses for young people, innovators and entrepreneurs.

Georgia’s Innovation & Technology Agency (GITA) expresses readiness for future cooperation with relevant Chinese partners, including Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), Shenzhen High-tech Industrial Park (SHIP), Shenzhen Software Park etc. 

Tech Parks and Innovation Centers in Georgia, supervised by Georgia`s Innovation and Technology Agency, and Shenzhen High-tech Industrial Park (SHIP) with Shenzhen Software Park will strengthen cooperation and experience exchanges in innovation, science & technology, and R&D commercialization.
 

Relevant authorities of two countries are encouraged to promote the establishment of partnership between start-ups, innovative enterprises and information & communication technology enterprises through holding business docking, trade visit and startup business promotion activities.

The Chinese side will support deeper cooperation on scientific and technological innovation between the Georgian side and Chinese provinces and regions like Shandong, Xinjiang, including promoting the technological transfer and commercialization, and carrying out personnel training and technical exchanges.

Both sides are willing to deepen cooperation on intellectual property protection, strive to provide a fair and stable competitive business environment for enterprises, and encourage research and innovation.

VII. Telecommunications, Information Technologies and Postal logistics 

Both sides will take the necessary steps to further deepen the inter-governmental cooperation mechanism on telecommunications, information technologies and postal logistics. 

One of the biggest priorities for the Government of Georgia is strengthening the transit function of the country and formation of information exchange and postal hub in the region with its high capacity fiber-optic backbones, linking Georgia to the neighboring, as well as to the European and Asian countries. This will help tremendously with overcoming the existing digital divide between the regions. 

The new Information Space within the Belt and Road Initiative will represent a new competitive international fiber-optic backbone, connecting European and Asian Countries in a shortest way and will pass through the territories of south Asian, South Caucasus and European countries. Realization of this project will have the great economic and social benefits to all countries involved in this project. 

Both sides will take relevant steps and work together within their capabilities to contribute to the formation process of the Information Space. 

Postal logistics has significant potential in the formation and development of the new Belt and Road. Georgian side welcomes the cooperation with China in straight international postal exchange logistics to promote the development of the cross-border delivery business. 

Both sides will take measures and joint actions, which will contribute to the extension of straight international postal services between Georgia and China, as well as to transit exchange volume growth of international postal items to the third countries. 

VIII. Cultural Exchanges

China and Georgia boast time-honoured traditional friendship, the cultural exchanges between the two sides become increasingly active, on the basis of the mutual respect to the cultural diversity and social values. The “Mandarin Craze” is flourishing in Georgia, the visits between artistic communities are frequent, Georgian movies have won the big prize in the first Silk Road International Film Festival, Chinese poetries and novels in Georgian version have been published progressively, which have made the two peoples feeling closer to each other and have established a good foundation for deepening the bilateral practical cooperation.

Education is an important cooperation field. The two sides will strengthen experience exchanges in education, especially in the development of online education.

The Chinese side will continuously provide Chinese Government Scholarship to support Georgian students to study in China. The two sides encourage academic visits, student and scholar exchanges (including language teachers exchanges), and promote the cooperation between higher education institutions of two countries.

The Georgian side will continue to promote Chinese language learning into Georgian primary, secondary and college curriculum, and give full play to the role of Confucius Institute in Free University of Tbilisi to strengthen the cooperation in Georgian-Chinese bilingual translators training.

By jointly implementing the cultural cooperation agreement signed between the cultural authorities of the two countries, the two sides will strengthen the cooperation in the cultural heritage protection, mutual visits of artistic groups and exchanges between artists, strengthen cultural cooperation under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative, enlarge the ideological communication scale, actively promote the cooperation in sports and mutually establish cultural centers.

In compliance with Georgia’s laws and regulations, the Georgian side will support of traditional Chinese medicine practice. 

The two sides are willing to further strengthen exchanges and cooperation between research institutions and think tanks of the two countries, and carry out discussions and exchanges on the topics of Belt and Road Initiative, sinology and diplomatic relation history, etc.

Georgian think tanks are welcomed to join in the “the Belt and Road Studies Network” (BRSN), and participate in activities such as International Silk Road Forum. The Georgian side welcomes Chinese Think Tanks to participate in the “Tbilisi Silk Road Forum”.

The two sides are willing to encourage the twinning of cities of the two countries, and promote the exchanges and cooperation in the field of education, culture, tourism and economy at the local level.

The two sides encourage the media and press authorities, radio and television institutions to carry out exchanges and cooperation in policy communication, news reports, program exchanges, joint production and personnel training, so as to promote the win-win development in radio and television industry. Chinese side welcomes Georgian media institutions to join in the regional media cooperation mechanism such as “the Belt and Road Media Community” “the Belt and Road News Network” and “Belt and Road Economic Information Partnership”, by carrying out bilateral or multilateral media exchange activities, welcomes Georgian relevant organizations to participate in the cooperation platform such as “the Belt and Road Initiative Documentary Consortium” “the Belt and Road Publishing Cooperative” “the Belt and Road Publications Promotion Library Program” and “the Belt and Road Copyright Cooperation Programme” in a bid to promote the common development of regional media industry.

IX. Other areas

Both sides are willing to step up public health cooperation to jointly build the Silk Road of Health.
Both sides are willing to strengthen legal cooperation and carry out legal exchanges and capacity building, including strengthening cooperation on law enforcement, with a view to providing stronger legal and institutional support for the promotion of the Belt and Road Initiative.
As founding members of the Belt and Road Initiative Tax Administration Cooperation Mechanism (BRITACOM), both sides are willing to deepen the substantive cooperation under the framework of the BRITACOM, including tax administration capacity building and other areas to build a growth-friendly tax environment. 
Both sides are willing to strengthen the cooperation in standardization, conformity assessment and other fields, with particular focus on foods, manufacturing, information communication technology, and actively carry out the expert exchanges and personnel trainings on standards, conformity assessment, and  other issues of mutual interest.

Both sides wish to strengthen policy and practice exchanges and cooperation in the fields of hygiene and inspection and quarantine, enhance the cooperation between health, inspection and quarantine authorities of the two countries, share the core capacity building experience for ports, strengthen the cooperation on health-care emergency disposal, enhance mutual understanding of each other’s approaches in inspection and quarantine procedures, standards, customs clearance regulations and compliance evaluation procedures, and carry out practical cooperation in market access of food and agricultural products. Both sides agree to cooperate closely with regard to recognition of animal origin products in order to facilitate their market access.

Both sides encourage qualified financial institutions 

to set up branches or subsidiaries in each other’s country according to relevant laws and regulations, support financial institutions of the two countries to explore more flexible approaches for guarantee through various channels

, such as bank credit and trade financing, so as to provide financing facilities to each other’s companies investing in the host country.

Both sides are willing to strengthen bilateral currency cooperation and settlement in local currency so as to promote the trade and investment facilitation of both countries.
Both sides encourage various kinds of financial institutions to establish and deepen cooperation relationship with JSC Partnership Fund and other relevant funds of Georgia, to facilitate and enlarge the bilateral investment scales for the enterprises in their cooperation in infrastructure, logistics, energy and manufacturing according to the market principles.

Chinese financial institutions are encouraged to deepen practical cooperation with Georgian government, local financial institutions and international multilateral financial institutions by innovative financing approaches, so as to support  cooperation in agriculture, renewable energy, special manufacturing, transport and logistics, and the tourism, by following the market principles and by adopting various approaches, such as credit, trade finance, equity investment, etc., in a bid to promote the commercial exchanges between the two countries.

Both sides will carry out financing cooperation in various forms on the basis of the “Guiding Principles on Financing the Development of the Belt and Road”, to realize a diversified financing approach by encouraging the participation of the funds through various channels.

Both sides will explore the possibility to involve the Research Center for The Belt and Road Financial and Economic Development established by Xiamen National Accounting Institute in the capacity building and professional training activities for officials and enterprises from both sides, in areas of the Belt and Road project management, accounting audit, taxation, environmental and social compliance, etc.

Part Four 

Cooperation, Coordination and Implementation  

Both sides decide to maintain meetings between two national leaders, mutual visits between high-level officials on multilateral and bilateral occasions, and strengthen exchanges between central and local governments of two countries.

The two sides are willing to fully leverage existing bilateral cooperation mechanism, including enhancing and deepening economic and trade cooperation through China- Georgia Intergovernmental Commission for Trade and Economic Cooperation and the China-Georgia Free Trade Agreement, and maintaining good communication, sharing positions on various issues through multilateral mechanisms and cooperation platforms such as the United Nations, World Trade Organization, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.

The Georgian side designates Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the JSC Partnership Fund to take the lead while the Chinese side designates the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce to take the lead, in coordinating implementation of bilateral cooperation in all areas under the Plan.

Part Five 

Miscellaneous

The Plan does not constitute an international treaty and hence generates no rights and obligations under international law. It only expresses the common willingness of both sides to carry out bilateral cooperation under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative. Specific projects implemented under the framework of The Plan will be carried out in accordance  with both countries’ relevant laws and procedure regulations,
Activities under the Plan are not exclusive, and either side can carry out similar activities with any other countries.

This document will take effect when it is signed and remain valid for a period of 5 years. The document will automatically renew, if neither side informs the other side in writing at least three months before the expiry. 

Either side may terminate this document by giving a written notice of termination to the other side, at least six month prior to the intended date of the termination. The Plan can be amended with the mutual written consent of the both sides, which will be formed as a separate document and enter into force at the date of its signing. The document formed thereby, will constitute an integral part of the Plan. The amended Plan may define amended completion dates.  

The termination of this document does not affect any cooperation projects in progress.

The Plan is signed on 
2020 in, and is made in duplicate, in Georgian, Chinese and English. All three texts are equally authentic. In case of divergence of the interpretation of the document, the English version will prevail.

	For the Government

of Georgia
	
	For the Government of

the People’s Republic of China

	
	
	


The Chinese side fully recognizes the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Georgian side. We have revised the sentence to make it more general and to reach agreement among relevant ministries. This change doesn’t mean any different standpoint from the previous for the Chinese side.


We have achieved a set phrase concerning the relevant principles, and they are consistent with the consolidated version from the Geo side.


[GEO] We would like to keep the hospitality sector, as it is a priority sector for Georgia. 


We suggest substitute this word with service industry to make it more general.


We will cooperate on the basis of  the production capacities and the Georgian policy of sustainable development. All in all,  market-oriented principle will be the priority.


Taking into consideration that when referring to relevant issues, we usually plan it as a whole, so we suggest deleting this phrase to make it more general. If the Georgian side is willing to participate in the coming CIIEs, we will try our best to provide facilitations. The previous two are good examples.


We delete this sentence to make it more general.


�ეს მათივე ჩადებული იყო და თვითონვე ამოიღეს.


In this context, “support” means providing platforms or information for the enterprises so that they can better participate in relevant projects according to the market principles and demands.


Taking into consideration the change or diversity of relevant cooperation in personnel and technology,we intend to make it more general.


The corridor involves Central Asia, Turkey and other regions or countries, so it’s necessary to make joint efforts by all relevant participants, not only by the two sides. Taking into consideration that this implementation will be carried out by relevant ministries of both sides, so we suggest deleting this sentence to make it more practical.


China International Development Cooperation Agency proposes deleting this agreement because there is no relationship between the cooperation above and this agreement. And this removal does not mean any change of position concerning the implementation of this agreement for the Chinese side. 


�Such wording is advisable


[GEO] Which institutions would meet the requirements of qualified financial institution?


According to the laws and regulations of both sides in relevant fields. 


[GEO] This phrase is ambiguous. Could you provide more information what exactly was meant to be covered here?  


The wording “More flexible approaches” what should be our role in this regard are especially unclear for us.


Such as bank credit and trade financing and other business-oriented means.


[GEO] If by previous “new effective period’’ you also meant the implementation dates/deadlines of the new or renewed projects/activities we can add this sentence. 







