To: 
First Vice-minister
of the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sport of the Republic of Georgia

ON THE AUTHORISATION TO PERFORM THE EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SURVEY FOR CHILDREN

The Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs has started an international cooperation with support of AFD (French Development Agency). This technical assistance project „Social welfare in Georgia” is implementing by French international cooperation institution „Expertise France” since 1st of April 2019. The aim of the technical assistance is to provide for the Ministry of Internally displaced persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs and its partners tools and assistance in the field of the disability assessment, improvement of the mental health, management of the health-related costs and support for the optimization of resources allocated to internally displaced persons’ needs. The project will last until 1 of April 2021.
In order to prepare national mental health strategy, the epidemiological survey for adults already is performing by „Expertise France”, together with the participation of UNICEF Georgia.
As the continuation, there is the need to perform the epidemiological survey for children because a national mental health plan and strategy should include children mental health. This survey will be performed by experts of „Expertise France” and selected contractor (which will facilitate collection of data and will perform the survey). 
The measurement of  children mental health in the primary schools must be among children 6 to 11 years. The methodology that shall be used is easy to follow: the children will be selected in schools, so schools have to be randomized; then the children are randomized within the schools. Children are assessed six by six in a class room using the self-administered instrument the Dominic Interactive (www.dominicinteractive.com), created by the company D.I.M.A.T, that will have to be translated into Georgian language. The instrument is a sort of video games, which covers the main DSM V diagnoses and provide an evaluation of probability to present the problem. A short additional questionnaire on nutrition will also be asked to the child following Dominic Interactive.
In addition, the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) (www.sdqinfo.com) created by R.Goodman for 4-16 year olds in the context of the national UK child surveys will be used for these children parents and teachers.
The purpose of the survey is to conduct a study on mental health, risk factors and access to care for children in primary schools (public and private) in Georgia. The survey shall be started not later than 1 of April and data shall be collected not later than before 31 of May 2020 (during scholar year). 
The sample size will be around 2000 successfully completed by the 3 informants so 2500 may be necessary; for which require 50 schools to avoid a cluster effect. One class will be randomised by level so for each school we will get twice four classes (one by level) where children will be randomised: 6 children per class. We will get 48 children in each school to a total of approximately 2500 children (50 schools).
Parents will fill up a self-administered questionnaire containing most of the social information’s, information on the child physical health, their parental attitudes, their own mental health and risk factors, child access to care including psychotropic drugs and some risk factors in addition to the SDQ. The teacher will fill up questions on the child school achievements in addition to the SDQ.
School directors will be contacted to obtain his or her authorisation. Once the schools will be selected, an information letter shall be sent to each parent regarding thee consent and the teachers will be informed as well of the schools participation and their tasks. Schools directors shall facilitate the consent of parents as well.
On the day of the survey, the director of school will provide a list of classes and schoolers and the assistant will randomise classes and children within the selected classes and check the consent. The director shall provide a room where the children will be brought in to answer the DI on computers or tablets. Teachers of the selected children will fill their form in a computer provided by the school.

In order to facilitate the performance of this survey, we kindly ask you to:
1. authorise the performance of the epidemiological survey for children;
2. to randomise schools for the performance of the survey;
3. to inform directors of the selected schools (including the facilitation of the obtaining the parents’ consents);
4. to nominate responsible person in order to facilitate contacts with directors of selected schools.

ANNEXES:
1. The methodology and the survey protocol.
2. The sample of the questionnaire for children (Dominic Interactictive).
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Yours faithfully,
First-vice minister of the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of the Republic of Georgia





