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AGENDA WITH TIMINGS AND SPEAKERS

	09:00
	Registration 
	

	09:30
(10 min)


	Introduction Remarks 

Speakers:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Luc Devigne, EEAS
	GE Chair –  Vakhtang Makharoblishvili  (MFA) 
EU Chair – Luc Devigne (EEAS) 


	09:40
(5 min)
	Adoption of the agenda 
	GE leads

	09:45 
(45 min)

 
	Political Dialogue and Reform, political association

EU starts - Reforms to consolidate democracy, rule of law and good governance, elections, media environment and political pluralism (including participation of women and minorities).

GE responds (15 min)
Speakers:
Parliament of Georgia – general messages on democracy with focus on parliamentary oversight especially on law enforcement; elections; political pluralism (including participation of women and minorities) (5 min)
Central Election Commission  – follow-up on recommendations on elections (including participation of women and minorities) – (5 min)
If needed: Ministry of Interior  – incidents during elections 
National Communication Commission – media environment (3 min)

EU may make comments
GE may respond

EU starts: Cooperation on international issues, alignment with CFSP declarations, support to CSDP activities and GE contributions to EU led operations and missions

GE responds
Speaker:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs – (5 min)

EU may make comments
GE may respond
	EU leads


	10:30
(15 min)
	Coffee break
	

	10:45
(45 min)


	Conflict Resolution

GE starts
Speakers:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs - Support to territorial integrity, peaceful conflict resolution; security and human rights challenges in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia; effective use of the Geneva International Discussions; effective functioning of the EU Monitoring Mission; non-recognition policy – (8 min)
State Minister’s Office for Reconciliation and Civic Equality - Incident Prevention Response Mechanism; Georgia’s peace initiative “A Step to a Better Future”, engagement policy - (8 min)

EU responds
Support to territorial integrity, peaceful conflict resolution; 
security and human rights challenges in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia;
effective use of the Geneva International Discussions and Incident Prevention and Response Mechanisms; 
effective functioning of the EU Monitoring Mission;
Georgia’s peace initiative “A Step to a Better Future”, engagement and non-recognition policy

GE may make comments
EU may respond

	GE leads

	11:30 
(75 min)


	Cooperation on Justice, Freedom and Security issues

EU starts
Judicial reforms, reforms in Prosecutor’s Office, fight against corruption and human trafficking, penitentiary system, accountability and oversight of law enforcement agencies. Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan, implementation of anti-discrimination law, protection of rights of persons belonging to minorities; gender equality, implementation of Istanbul convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, children rights; Sustainability of Visa Free Travel, and related issues (including border management)

GE responds: 5 minutes each
Speakers:
1. Shorena Mezurnishvili, Head of Department of International Relations, High Council of Justice - Judicial reforms; Parliament will intervene, if needed.
2. Gocha Lordkipanidze, Deputy Minister of Justice - fight against corruption and human trafficking; penitentiary system; implementation of Istanbul convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, children’s rights (in terms of juvenile justice).
3. Nikoloz Chinkorashvili, Head of the Unit of European Integration and Cooperation with International Organisations, General Prosecutor’s Office - reforms in Prosecutor’s Office. 
4. GOV ADMIN/HR Secretariat - Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan; gender equality.
5. Public Defender - implementation of anti-discrimination law.
6. SMoRCE - protection of rights of persons belonging to minorities;
7. Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs - Sustainability of Visa Free Travel, and related issues (including border management). Deputy Interior Minister Nino Javakhadze will intervene if needed.

EU may make comments
GE may respond

	EU leads







 

	12:45
(75 min)
	Lunch break
	

	14:00
(45 min)

	Economic Cooperation

EU starts
Macro-economic stability, sustainability public finances, implementation of the IMF programme, independence of financial supervision, MFA.
National Statistics (Geostat) –  key statistics 

GE responds
Speakers:
Ministry of Finance - Macro-economic stability, sustainability public finances, implementation of the IMF programme, MFA – (5-7 min)
NBG - independence of financial supervision (5 min);
Paata Shavishvili, Deputy Executive Director of GEOSTAT –  key statistics (5 min)

EU may make comments
GE may respond

	EU leads

	14:45
 (105 min)






 
	Sectorial cooperation 
Industrial and enterprise policy and mining, tourism, company law and corporate governance, consumer policy and taxation: SME Strategy and Action Plan implementation, SME export promotion and internationalisation.
GE starts
Speaker:
Archil Karaulashvili, General Director for European Integration, MFA – SME Strategy and Action Plan implementation (5 min)
Tornike Zirakishvili, Enterprise Georgia - SME export promotion and internationalisation (5-7 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments

Transport, energy cooperation, environment, climate action and civil protection: TEN-T policy and transport connectivity; Energy security, transit and cross-border cooperation, Energy Community Treaty, update on environmental governance and multilateral environment agreements, regional cooperation on environment and climate change, Implementation of Paris Agreement on Climate Change; cooperation with DG ECHO and UCPM.

EU starts
GE responds
Speaker:
MoESD – TEN-T policy and transport connectivity  – (3 min)
Zaza Chikhradze, Head of Department, MoESD - Energy security, transit and cross-border cooperation, Energy Community Treaty - (3 min)
MoEPA - update on environmental governance and other relevant environmental legislation, regional cooperation on environment and climate change, Implementation of Paris Agreement on Climate Change – (3 min)
MIA - further development of cooperation with DG ECHO and UCPM (3 min)

EU may make comments
GE may respond

Science and technology, information society, audio-visual policy, education, training and youth, culture, sport and physical education: Policy developments in Education, research and innovation, human capital and VET, EaP European School, Erasmus +, Horizon 2020 and Creative Europe Programme Participation; possibility of initiating mobility programme for cultural professions (tbc); culture, sport and youth policy developments. 

GE starts
Speaker:
Levan Kharatishvili, Deputy Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sport – 10 min

EU responds
GE may make comments

Agriculture and rural development, fisheries and maritime governance, regional development, cross-border and regional level cooperation: implementation of regional development programme for 2018-2021, regional innovation policy, preparation of pilot integrated regional development programme for 2020-2022, smart specialisation, prospects of introducing the EU NUTS, monitoring and control of fishing and trade in fisheries products, coordination on marine and maritime affairs; implementation of the Agricultural Development and Rural Development strategies of Georgia.

GE starts
Speaker:
MoRDI – implementation of regional development programme for 2018-2021, regional innovation policy, preparation of pilot integrated regional development programme for 2020-2022, smart specialisation, prospects of introducing the EU NUTS – (5 min)
Khatia Tsilosani, Deputy Minister, MoEPA - monitoring and control of fishing and trade in fisheries products, coordination on marine and maritime affairs; implementation of the Agricultural Development and Rural Development strategies of Georgia - (5 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments

Employment, Social Policy, Equal Rights and Public Health: Social Protection, Pension reform, tripartite social dialogue, labour code amendments in line with ILO standards, labour inspection, employment services, Health Sector development Strategy; accession to Protocol to eliminate illicit trade in tobacco products under the WHO.

GE starts
Speakers:
Tamila Barkalaia, Deputy Minister (MoIDPsLHSAMoIDPOTLHSA) 
Social protection; Tripartite social dialogue; Labour code amendments in line with ILO standards; Labour inspection; Employment services – list the issues (5-7 min)

Tamar Gabunia, Deputy Minister (MoIDsLHSAMoIDPOTLHSA) 
Health Sector development Strategy; Accession to Protocol to eliminate illicit trade in tobacco products under the WHO
- list the issues (5-7 min)

PA or MFA – Pension reform – (2-3 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments

	
GE leads
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	16:30
(15 min)
	Follow-up on the 21 November 2018 high-level meeting between Members of the European Commission and of the Government of Georgia

EU starts
GE responds
Speaker:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs – 5 min

	EU leads

	16:45
(15 min)
	Coffee break
	

	17:00
(15 min)
	Eastern Partnership and European Neighbourhood Policy (EaP 10th Anniversary, reflection process on future of the EaP)

EU starts

GE responds
Speaker:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs – 5 min

	EU leads

	17:15
(15 min)
	Strategic Communication

GE starts 
Speaker:
MFA Stratcom – implemented activities, cooperation with EU Stratcom East task force - 5 min

EU responds
GE may make comments

	GE leads

	17:30
(15 min)
	Any other business
	GE leads

	17:45
(15 min)
	Operational Conclusions

	GE leads

	18:00
	Closing remarks
	GE Chair –Vakhtang Makharoblishvili  (MFA) 
EU Chair – Luc Devigne (EEAS)




