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EU Statement

Honourable Chair, 
Distinguished Director-General, 
Colleagues,
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.
[ALIGNMENT PARAGRAPH]
We would like to thank the Secretariat for presenting the proposed changes to the Rules of Procedures of the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board that reflects the discussions we had during the last year. 
We acknowledge the importance of these changes to improving the modus operandi of the WHO Governing Bodies and we support the proposed amendments. 
We would like to express our particular support to the introducing of the changes reflecting the gender equality. We have always been strong supporters of that rule, being one of the fundamental principles observed and promoted by our governments. We believe that this principle should be reflected in the legal documents ruling this Organization, although for purely practical reasons it might be difficult to apply it in all linguistic versions. Taking this opportunity we would like to remind that we are also strong supporters of language equality within WHO. 
Underlining the importance of good governance we are happy to see the introduction of incentive to table draft resolutions and decisions  at least 15 days before the opening of the session of the Governing Body. As most the adopted resolutions do not relate to issues of utmost urgency and emergency, we believe this is a very good step forward in ensuring a sufficient time for all the delegations to prepare properly the positions on proposed documents. 
We hope that the proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedures will serve well to the ruling of the Organization. 
We take this opportunity to call DG to renumber the Rules of Procedures without unnecessary delay. 
Thank you. 
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