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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Volkan Cetinkaya and Maddalena Honorati,
[bookmark: _Hlk37938833]The quickly evolving and growing COVID-19 crisis has hit countries with a double shock: both health and economic. As the coronavirus continues its spread, health care and spending needs are rising as economies reel from the impact of disease control measures. These effects will last beyond this emergency response phase and continue to pose an unprecedented challenge to the resilience of health financing efforts around the world for years to come, especially in low- and middle-income countries. However, as countries grapple with the best way forward, the COVID-19 crisis also provides them with an opportunity to learn from one another, share information on their responses, and emerge with health financing systems that are more resilient to shocks and more sustainable in the long term.
The World Bank, the Global Financing Facility (GFF), and the Revisiting Health Financing Technical Initiative of the Joint Learning Network (JLN), in coordination with P4H and other partners, are intensifying their collaboration to support countries in their health financing response to COVID-19. Priority areas include the facilitation of cross-country learning in a community of practice (CoP), the systematic documentation of country responses, and the curation of knowledge on health financing resilience and sustainability. The goal is to help countries emerge from the crisis with more resilient and sustainable health financing.

How to participate
By leveraging our combined networks, and in close collaboration with countries and other partners, we will engage with and convene a wide range of policymakers and health financing experts to support COVID-19 response and recovery efforts globally. Through a new CoP focused on the COVID-19 crisis, participants can share their experiences and lessons and explore issues jointly. We will track and monitor responses to the crisis from a health financing perspective via a questionnaire that documents such measures being undertaken by countries. The findings of the questionnaire will help guide and enrich CoP roundtable discussions and will provide members with a better understanding of the impact of COVID-19 response measures on health financing in their own countries as well as worldwide. These outputs, both from the CoP and country monitoring, will feed into a public online platform that provides easy access to and strategically contributes to the growing knowledge base on COVID-19 policies and plans. 
To participate, we would kindly ask that you work with your country counterparts to help us identify a dedicated resource person. This person may be someone from within the group of in-country partners copied here or another designated individual best suited for this role. The resource person will be tasked with the following:
· Act as a liaison and information conduit between the CoP coordination team and your country.
· Identify high-level officials from the ministries of health and finance and other health financing experts to join the new CoP. 
· Work with World Bank staff and government officials to complete the monitoring questionnaire. We will share the questionnaire shortly.  


Next steps:
1. Please let us know the name of your dedicated resource person by May 27. 
2. Look for a follow up e-mail with practical information on how to invite officials to join the CoP. 

Thank you in advance for all your support.
Best regards,
Sarah Alkenbrack and Clémentine Murer (Health Financing GSG)
For more information please contact hfrc@worldbank.org.
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