
 Concept Note: Virtual High-level Political Forum Side Event

From Page to Action: Accountability for the Furthest Left Behind in COVID-19 & Beyond
Launch of the 2020 Report of the UNSG’s Independent Accountability Panel for EWEC
(Last revised 21June 2020)


Date: Monday 13 July a day before the ministerial segment, 07:45 – 09.00 a.m. EST

Venue: Virtual event (Streamed on UN TV, Platform - Zoom Webinar)

Co-Hosts: The Governments of South Africa, Japan and Georgia 

Co-organizers: Every Woman Every Child Secretariat, the Independent Accountability Panel (IAP), International Health Partnership for UHC 2030 (UHC2030), and the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health (PMNCH)

BACKGROUND
When Member States committed to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030, they set out an ambitious agenda for a safer, fairer and healthier world, leaving no one behind.  Accountability and transparency are essential to build trust in the promise of the SDGs. They are needed to give people confidence that political commitments will be met and that universal human rights obligations will be met. They are doubly important at times of crisis such as the Covid-19 pandemic. The inclusion of UHC in the SDGs presents an opportunity to promote a comprehensive and coherent approach to health across the SDGs, which affects and is affected by all other SDGs. In September 2019, world leaders endorsed the most ambitious and comprehensive political declaration on health in history at the United Nations High-Level Meeting (UN HLM) on UHC. 

5 years into the 2030 agenda we are off track achieving SDGs. Although we made good progress in several areas, half of the world’s population is lacking access to quality essential health services, only 10 African countries provide free and universal healthcare to their citizens, still one in four children under age 5 (166 million), on average, are not registered in the world today.  The UN Secretary General is calling for a Decade for Action, urgent and ambitious, with four horsemen identified for this year: geopolitical tensions, the climate crisis, global mistrust and the downsides of technology. He also calls to address these four 21st-century challenges with four 21st-century solutions. Covid-19 has ruthlessly put everyone at risk and put a number of long-standing issues obvious at glance. Yet again, women, children and adolescents are disproportionately exposed and bearing the highest burden of direct and indirect effects. 

In 2020, the IAP is launching a landmark report entitled Caught in the COVID-19 storm: progress and accountability for women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health in the context of UHC and SDGs  (concept note available: here). The report will include status on key EWEC indicators, implications of COVID 19 on women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health and rights, country scorecards, analysis on critical challenges and factors for success, country case studies and updated accountability framework and recommendations. The report launch will build political momentum kick-started by the Every Woman Every Child High-level Women Leaders Roundtable convened on 28 May by President Kaljulaid of Estonia in support of the Deputy Secretary-General’s Rise For All initiative. Preeminent women leaders across government, the UN, civil society and the private sector discussed immediate actions that need to be taken to protect women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health and well-being from the impacts of COVID-19 to safeguard the gains attained over the past decade. These will culminate in commitments in the lead up to UNGA and therefore strengthening accountability, guided by the findings/recommendations of the IAP Report, is central to such political advocacy and stewardship. 

Recommendations are addressed to the range of stakeholders, including for consideration by the highest levels of government, the UN System and other sectors. 

It’s now time to act. It’s clearer as ever with COVID-19. Whole of society/whole of government approach is required for the Decade for Action to deliver for people and planet called by the UN SG. Effective accountability as a critical part of the system, ‘hardwired’ since the beginning for every plan & program is essential to help solve chronic problems and achieve the SDGs. 

OBJECTIVES

The primary aims of this flagship event are to:
· Bring visibility to the critical importance of health accountability as a practical tool to ensure countries deliver on the promise of universal health coverage for women, children, adolescents and those furthest left behind—especially as COVID-19 threatens to disrupt progress and reverse the gains
· Energize and inspire stakeholders to act on the IAP recommendations to strengthen social-political accountability, especially at the country-level, and make health accountability everyone’s business 
· Set the scene and build momentum toward follow-up planned throughout the year, to ensure all add unique value while contributing to a cohesive narrative

AUDIENCES 

The virtual event will aim to engage at least 200-300 participants across health and development, with a focus on stakeholders who could act on and apply the findings of the IAP report to improve health accountability for women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health and rights in the context of UHC and the SDGs and strengthen social-political accountability. 

Primary audiences include:
· Policymakers: Governments particularly HLPF delegates, parliamentarians, leaders in inter-governmental processes as well as country and community decision making processes.
· Communities with a major stake in health accountability: youth, civil society, health workers.

While the event will certainly aim to inspire new and diverse actors to get involved, the primary goal is to sustain engagement and energy of existing partners during this new and challenging environment and test for genuine accountability to drive progress and protect vulnerable.

STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS

To ensure a successful virtual event, extra attention must be paid to earning and keeping audience attention throughout the event. Key considerations include:

· Ensuring a clear focus and value-add for the event discussion
· Crafting a dynamic run-of-show that changes who is speaking or what is on the screen every couple minutes, fosters true and provocative discussion among core speakers—rather than relying on pre-scripted remarks—and peppers in opportunities for the audience to contribute. Speakers in the “Concrete Actions” portion of the event will also be given clear direction on target length & format for their comment, to retain audience attention and keep the program moving. 
· Framing the event as one complementary element of a much broader communications & advocacy effort, with many additional avenues for speakers and co-hosts to contribute. This will ensure live remarks can remain concise and fit-for-purpose for a true discussion, while still offering speakers & participants to share and enjoy more complete perspectives, details and contributions on their own time.
· Provide due consideration and clear guidelines to Permanent Representatives who would like to comment on the day of the event. In case time constraints mean that PRs cannot speak live, they will be offered the chance to: 
· Ask questions and submit comments in advance of the event, to be read and highlighted by moderator
· Have flag/logo featured on prominent materials, including visual slide shown during the event
· Sharing a short written statement in a similar format as the ‘concrete action’ speakers below
· Feature a full comment on the IAP report on a broader digital forum, which can be promoted on social media

FORMAT & FEATURED CONTENT

This virtual event will feature a dynamic program that combines several elements to entice participants to tune in and stay engaged for the duration of the event. Key elements include (not necessarily in this order):

· Brief message from the UN Secretary-General 
· Brief presentation of the IAP 2020 Report, focusing on the recommendations and key messages, accompanied by visual slides
· A focused, interactive conversation among 2-4 high-level and captivating speakers with clear points of view 
· Short pre-produced videos or visual interludes to break up the flow of the event
· Announcement of UHC2030’s survey for State of the UHC Commitment
· Interactive opportunities for diverse stakeholders to ask questions, share perspectives and commit to take forward the recommendations from the report

DRAFT AGENDA 
Note: All speakers are currently TBC. Program subject to change as details evolve. 

	Pre-Event 

	Speakers join to confirm audio / video connection; guests can join early if available.  

	I. Welcome & Scene-Setting – 15 minutes

	Target: maximum 3 speakers, not including moderator

	[bookmark: _Hlk42841737]Introduction
Live
	3m 
	Moderator: Gillian Tett, Chair of Editorial Board and Editor-at-large of the Financial Times

	Setting the scene: why we need accountability for EWEC & UHC, now more than ever
Recorded 
	7m total

3m each
	High-level speakers

H.E. Mr. Cyril Ramaphosa, President of South Africa; Chair of AU – global-regional-country link, focus on country impact

Mr. Shinichi KITAOKA, President, Japan International Cooperation Agency

	Report Launch
Live/Recorded TBC
	3-5m
	Dr. Joy Phumaphi, IAP Co-Chair
Introduce headlines from the report: Simple, visual slides; could be paired with video

	Transition
	3m
	Moderator
· Poll or reactions from audience

	II. Core Discussion – 30 minutes

	Target: 3 panelists, not including moderator

	Deep Dive: 

Unpacking the recommendations: what does accountability really look like, and what are the major challenges we must overcome to get there?
Live
	30m

	While there should be at least one speaker who can highlight each report recommendation, the moderator will facilitate a conversation among the three speakers, and encourage them to draw links across all recommendations.

Recommendation 1: Invest in country data systems for national and global security
· Mr. Elhadj As Sy, Chair of the Board, Kofi Annan Foundation and Co-Chair, Global Preparedness Monitoring Board (HLSG of EWEC and UHC Movement Political Advisory Panel)

Recommendation 2: Institutionalise accountability functions and features at all levels
· Ms. Gabriela Cuevas Barron, President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (HLSG of EWEC and UHC Movement Political Advisory Panel)

Recommendation 3: Democratize accountability to include the voices of people and communities
· Dr. Kuat Thi Hai Oanh, Executive Director, Center for Support Community Development Initiatives (UHC2030 Steering Committee Member/CSEM Advisors Group Member) 

	Discussion Recap
	2m
	Moderator

	Part III: Concrete Actions to Advance IAP Report Recommendations – 30 mins

	Target: 4-5 speakers total. Not including impromptu PR engagement in chat function.

	Video Address
[timing in program flexible]
	2m
	H.E. António Guterres, UN Secretary General and Senior Co-Chair of the High-Level Steering Group for Every Woman Every Child

	Concrete Actions by Multi-Stakeholders 
Live
	10m, each 2m
	3-4 diverse stakeholders will be invited to affirm the IAP report findings and select ONE concrete example of how they plan to take action on ONE of the recommendations. 

Speakers will be provided a clear format for presenting their concrete action, e.g. “Org X will take action on Recommendation Y by doing Z” [More details to be provided to speakers as they confirm] 

Moderator will make clear to the audience that each speaker has been asked to select ONE recommendation for the sake of time only; and that the full comments supporting all three recommendations will be made available online.

· Government Action (Recommendation 1 or 2)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]H.E. Ambassador Mr. Kaha Imnadze, NY mission to UN, Georgia. Also as co-facilitator of HLPF and ECOSOC review.

· Multi-Stakeholder Action (Recommendation 3): Announcement of UHC2030’s survey for State of the UHC Commitment 
· H.E. Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, The President of the 73rd Session of the UN General Assembly (UHC Movement Political Advisory Panel)

· Youth Action (Recommendation 3)
Ms. Evalin Karijo, Project Director, Y-ACT, Youth in Action, Amref Health Africa


	Audience engagement
Live
	15m
	Moderator 

	TBC – additional time for Permanent Representatives 
Live/Recorded 
	15m
	If able to secure 15 additional minutes in the UN Web TV/HLPF Streaming Programme, and if time still available in program, could invite ~2 additional Permanent Representatives to comment, and expand regional diversity of perspectives. 

	Closing – 10 minutes 

	[bookmark: _Hlk42841843]Looking Ahead
Recorded 
	2m
	Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, H6 Chair; Director-General, WHO

	Call to Action Recorded 
	2m
	Rt. Hon. Helen Clark, PMNCH Board Chair, Former Prime Minister of New Zealand

	Conclusion 
	3m
	Moderator 




EVENT PROMOTION AT A GLANCE

Before

· Invitations will be circulated widely, including to all UN Missions in New York, the UHC2030, EWEC and PMNCH constituencies, youth, civil society networks, private sector, and publicly.
· Speakers will be given an embargoed advance copy of the IAP report and social media content to promote their participation. 
· Co-hosts will promote the event widely on social media. 

During

· The event is planned to be webcasted through UN TV. On-line participation platform TBC.
· Co-hosts, speaker teams and attendees will be equipped with social media materials to encourage live engagement on social media during the event
· Interpretation (TBC)

After

· Post-event recording & clips 

EVENT ORGANIZERS 

The UN Secretary General’s Independent Accountability Panel for Every Woman, Every Child, Every Adolescent (IAP) was established in 2016. Appointed by the UN Secretary-General, the Panel’s mandate includes:
· provide rigorous, independent and transparent assessment of progress on implementing the Global Strategy (Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health, 2015-2030), under the overall rubric of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals.”
· Issue recommendations and reports with a view to providing constructive, solution-oriented directions based on the best available evidence and analysis, with the aim of contributing to strengthened accountabilities for accelerated achievement of the Global Strategy and the SDGs.

International Health Partnership for UHC 2030 (UHC2030) was established in 2016 as a multi-stakeholder platform that promotes collaborative working at global and country levels on health systems strengthening for UHC. UHC2030 advocates increased political commitment to UHC and facilitates accountability and knowledge sharing. In early 2019, diverse actors across the UHC movement – from parliamentarians and civil society to the private sector and academia – shared their calls to action for leaders ahead of UN HLM. This participatory process resulted in the Key Asks from the UHC Movement, which helped influence the UHC political declaration. On UHC Day 2019, UHC2030 summarized the key targets, commitments and follow-up actions contained within the declaration, in relation to the Key Asks, and initiated a project on State of UHC Commitment to ensure that leaders are held accountable to their promises, and that their words translate to action. 

Every Woman Every Child: Launched by Ban Ki-moon, former UN Secretary-General, during the UN MDG Summit in September 2010, Every Woman Every Child is an unprecedented global movement that mobilizes and intensifies international and national action by governments, multi-laterals, the private sector and civil society to address the major health challenges facing women, children and adolescents around the world. The movement puts into action the Global Strategy, which presents a road-map to ending all preventable deaths of women, children and adolescents within a generation and ensuring their well-being.

PMNCH: Chaired by Rt. Hon. Helen Clark, Former Prime Minister of New Zealand, PMNCH is the world’s largest alliance for women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health, bringing together partners from across the sexual, reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health communities, as well as health-influencing sectors. The Partnership provides a platform for organizations to align objectives, strategies and resources, and agree on priority interventions to improve the health and well-being of women, children and adolescents.


Cambridge Economic Policy Associates Ltd
[image: ]
4

image1.png
CEPA





 


1


 


 


 


Concept Note: 


Virtual 


High


-


level Political Forum 


Side 


Event


 


 


From Page to Action: Accountability for the Furthest Left Behind in COVID


-


19 & Beyond


 


Launch of the 2020 Report of the UNSG’s Independent Accountability Panel for EWEC


 


(Last revised 


21


June 2020)


 


 


 


Date


: 


Monday 13 July a day before the ministerial segment, 


07:45


 


–


 


09.


0


0 a.m. 


EST


 


 


Venue: 


Virtual event


 


(


Streamed on UN TV, Platform 


-


 


Zoom Webinar


)


 


 


Co


-


Hosts:


 


The Governments of


 


South Africa


, 


Japan


 


and 


Georgia


 


 


 


Co


-


organizers: 


Every Wom


a


n Every Child


 


Secretariat


, t


he 


Independent Accountability 


Panel (IAP)


, 


International Health Partnership for UHC 2030 (


UHC2030


)


,


 


and the Partnership 


for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health (PMNCH)


 


 


BACKGROUND


 


When Member States 


committed to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 


by 2030, they set out an ambitious agenda for a safer, fairer and healthier world


, 


leaving no 


one behind.  Accountability and transparency are essential to build trust in the promise of the 


SD


Gs. They are needed to give people confidence that political commitments will be met 


and that universal human rights obligations will be met. They are doubly important at times 


of crisis such as the Covid


-


19 pandemic. The inclusion of UHC in the SDGs prese


nts an 


opportunity to promote a comprehensive and coherent approach to health across the SDGs, 


which affects and is affected by all other SDGs. In September 2019, world leaders endorsed 


the most ambitious and comprehensive 


political


 


declaration


 


on health in history at the United 


Nations High


-


Level Meeting (UN HLM) on UHC. 


 


 


5 years into the 2030 agenda


 


we are off track achieving SDGs.


 


Although we made good 


progress in 


several


 


areas, h


alf of the world’s population is lacking 


access to quality essential 


health services


, only 10 African countries provide free 


and


 


universal healthcare to their 


citizens, 


still one in four children under age 5 (166 million), on average, are not registered in


 


the world today.  The UN Secretary General 


is calling for a 


Decade for Action


, urgent and 


ambitious, with four horsemen identified for this year: geopolitical tensions, the climate crisis, 


global mistrust and the downsides of technology


. He also calls


 


to 


address these four 21st


-


century challenges with four 21st


-


century solutions. 


Covid


-


19 has ruthlessly put everyone at 


risk


 


and put a number of long


-


standing issues obvious at glance


. 


Yet again, women, children 


and adolescents are disproportionately exposed and bearing the highest burden of direct 


and indirect effects. 


 


 


In 2020, the IAP is launching a landmark report entitled 


Caught in the COVID


-


19 storm: 


progress and accountability fo


r women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health 


in the 


context of


 


UHC


 


and SDGs 


 


(concept note available: 


here


).


 


The report will include status on


 


key EWEC indicators, implications of COVID 19


 


on women’s, children’s and adolescents’ 


health and rights, 


country scorecards, analysis on critical challenges and factors for success, 


country case studies and updated accountability framework and recommendat


ions


.


 


The 


report launch will build political momentum kick


-


started by the Every Woman Every Child 


High


-


level Women Leaders Roundtable convened on 28 May


 


by President Kaljulaid


 


of 


Estonia in support of the Deputy Secretary


-


General’s Rise For All initiative. Preeminent 


women


 


leaders across government, the UN, civil society and the private sector 


discussed 


immediate actions that need to be taken to protect


 


women’s, children’s and 


adolescents’ 


health and well


-


being from the impacts of COVID


-


19 


to safeguard the gains attained over the 


past decade. These will culminate in commitments in the lead up to UNGA and therefore 


strengthening 


accountability, guided by the findings/recommendati


ons of the IAP Report, 


is 


central to such political 


advocacy and 


stewardship. 


 


 


Recommendations are addressed to the range of stakeholders, including for consideration 


by the highest levels of government, the UN System and other sectors. 


 




  1       Concept Note:  Virtual  High - level Political Forum  Side  Event     From Page to Action: Accountability for the Furthest Left Behind in COVID - 19 & Beyond   Launch of the 2020 Report of the UNSG’s Independent Accountability Panel for EWEC   (Last revised  21 June 2020)       Date :  Monday 13 July a day before the ministerial segment,  07:45   –   09. 0 0 a.m.  EST     Venue:  Virtual event   ( Streamed on UN TV, Platform  -   Zoom Webinar )     Co - Hosts:   The Governments of   South Africa ,  Japan   and  Georgia       Co - organizers:  Every Wom a n Every Child   Secretariat , t he  Independent Accountability  Panel (IAP) ,  International Health Partnership for UHC 2030 ( UHC2030 ) ,   and the Partnership  for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health (PMNCH)     BACKGROUND   When Member States  committed to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  by 2030, they set out an ambitious agenda for a safer, fairer and healthier world ,  leaving no  one behind.  Accountability and transparency are essential to build trust in the promise of the  SD Gs. They are needed to give people confidence that political commitments will be met  and that universal human rights obligations will be met. They are doubly important at times  of crisis such as the Covid - 19 pandemic. The inclusion of UHC in the SDGs prese nts an  opportunity to promote a comprehensive and coherent approach to health across the SDGs,  which affects and is affected by all other SDGs. In September 2019, world leaders endorsed  the most ambitious and comprehensive  political   declaration   on health in history at the United  Nations High - Level Meeting (UN HLM) on UHC.      5 years into the 2030 agenda   we are off track achieving SDGs.   Although we made good  progress in  several   areas, h alf of the world’s population is lacking  access to quality essential  health services , only 10 African countries provide free  and   universal healthcare to their  citizens,  still one in four children under age 5 (166 million), on average, are not registered in   the world today.  The UN Secretary General  is calling for a  Decade for Action , urgent and  ambitious, with four horsemen identified for this year: geopolitical tensions, the climate crisis,  global mistrust and the downsides of technology . He also calls   to  address these four 21st - century challenges with four 21st - century solutions.  Covid - 19 has ruthlessly put everyone at  risk   and put a number of long - standing issues obvious at glance .  Yet again, women, children  and adolescents are disproportionately exposed and bearing the highest burden of direct  and indirect effects.      In 2020, the IAP is launching a landmark report entitled  Caught in the COVID - 19 storm:  progress and accountability fo r women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health  in the  context of   UHC   and SDGs    (concept note available:  here ).   The report will include status on   key EWEC indicators, implications of COVID 19   on women’s, children’s and adolescents’  health and rights,  country scorecards, analysis on critical challenges and factors for success,  country case studies and updated accountability framework and recommendat ions .   The  report launch will build political momentum kick - started by the Every Woman Every Child  High - level Women Leaders Roundtable convened on 28 May   by President Kaljulaid   of  Estonia in support of the Deputy Secretary - General’s Rise For All initiative. Preeminent  women   leaders across government, the UN, civil society and the private sector  discussed  immediate actions that need to be taken to protect   women’s, children’s and  adolescents’  health and well - being from the impacts of COVID - 19  to safeguard the gains attained over the  past decade. These will culminate in commitments in the lead up to UNGA and therefore  strengthening  accountability, guided by the findings/recommendati ons of the IAP Report,  is  central to such political  advocacy and  stewardship.      Recommendations are addressed to the range of stakeholders, including for consideration  by the highest levels of government, the UN System and other sectors.   

