Health and climate change – AFD 2021+ in Georgia

Logic
· Climate change has impact on health status of individuals and populations
· Acute health problems – infectious diseases and impact of pollutants like particulate matter in the air 
· Acerbation and increased incidence of chronic diseases – plethora of cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) and pulmonary diseases, etc.
· Health systems need to respond to these changes by 
· increasing responsiveness and capacity to adapt to changing needs, 
· improving performance/efficiency to use resources better, 
· improving coordination in health sector and between sectors as climate change impacts are widespread, 
· increasing flexibility in adjusting inputs/processes/services for dynamic adjustments
· Planning and implementation of these starts with governance of the system – making sure that the governance, coordination and integration mechanisms are up to the task

First activities
· Following from the above, it is necessary to take stock of:
· Status, mechanisms and improvement possibilities of the health system governance (HS Governance review)
· Health system (performance) assessment to understand which health system functions are the weakest and where lie the most promising areas for improving performance and efficiency of the health system (Health System (Performance) Assessment)
· Current impact of environmental impact on health should be understood better as well
· Modelling and assessing impact of particulate matter (PM) in the air of bigger cities of Georgia on the incidence and mortality of CVDs and pulmonary diseases and the economic costs associated with these

Follow-up activities
· HS Governance Review and Health System (Performance) Assessment (HS(P)A) can be used to plan next activities but the key activities could be in the following areas:
· Supporting design and implementation of new health system governance model and processes
· Supporting improvement of coordination and integration mechanisms, procedures and organisational set-up of health system
· Supporting PHC strengthening and health system shift toward PHC
· Supporting strengthening of chronic disease management
· Supporting better integration and coordination between health and social care sectors, especially in the area of chronic diseases, disabilities and long-term care (LTC)
· Supporting integration and coordination of health sector ambulance care and emergency response, including inside health sector and across sector (e.g. creation of unified emergency call centres across health, rescue and police and updating of disaster response plans)
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