
EU ongoing and planned support to Public Health 
Bilateral Envelope

· €30 M ongoing budget support programme on Public Administration Reform (PAR, 2016-2020). The TA from PAR can provide a senior non-key public health expert (NKE) to the MoIDPLHSA to continue earlier support (under the former Associaion Agreeement  Facility Phase 1  two STE s were hired) on the elaboration of the National Strategy. The MoIDPLHSA should provide the substance of the ToR for this NKE expert – this input is still expected. The Team Leader of the PAR TA had recently a technical level meeting with the healthcare policy department leadership. Note that reporting and monitoring over the implementation of the State Programme on Hepatitis C elimination is condition for Budget support tranches under this PAR Programme.
· €1.3 M Twinning project on environmental health supporting the Institutional Strengthening of Environmental Health System of Georgia (main beneficiary: National Centre of Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) has been implemented by the EU Member State Consortium (Italy-UK-Poland) and ended on 19 March 2019. Follow-up actions can be considered based on lessons learned and recommendations. 

· €1.3 M Blood Safety Twinning – with MoIDPLHSA and NCDC as main beneficiaries. A sound Twinning fiche shall be submitted to the EUD end of March 2019. Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) is supporting NCDC for drafting the fiche.
· TA for Tissue and organ transplantation (up to €0.3 M) – following EUD decision, a framework contract will be elaborated. EUD, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Min of Health representatives met in January 2019 and agreed that Ministry shall submit the draft ToR to the MFA February/March 2019. No draft has reached the EUD so far. 

· Possible future support for fulfilling the AA association and agenda commitments on public health could be considered under the Association Agreement Facility Phase 2 Technical Assistance contract which became operational early March 2019. Line Ministries are potential beneficiaries of short-term support.
· Since 2018 a series of TAIEX events on tissue and organ transplantation are ongoing. TAIEX Workshop on Environmental and Public Health Tracking (EPHT) as a tool for an overall capacity improvement was held on 30 January – 1 February 2019). Georgia is encouraged to make further use of TAIEX and Twinning.

To note that the Macro-Financial Assistance being provided to Georgia (€45 M in total) envisages a condition related to public health: "To ensure the sustainability of the Universal Healthcare System, the Social Services Agency will extend the pilot project on selective contracting – which currently covers maternity care – to other medical treatments offered by the Universal Healthcare System, with a focus on costly areas."
Regional Envelope
Health security: EU supports the full implementation of the International Health Regulations (IHR) and encourages Georgia to focus on achieving core IHR capacities and, to that end, to make full use of cooperation with ECDC and participation in the MediPIET training program. 

· Cooperation with ECDC in the field of communicable diseases: ECDC will visit the Georgian National Public Health Institute end of May-June (date to be confirmed). Comprehensive assessment on communicable diseases should be carried out by ECDC in 2019 in Georgia (preparatory meeting in Stockholm in June 2019; mission in the country in October 2019). 
· MediPIET training programme: MediPIET will be extended until 2020. Phase 3 has started as from January 2019. Discussions with DG NEAR for the continuation of MediPIET beyond 2020 are ongoing.
· HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and hepatitis: EU is the biggest donor to the Global Fund. Georgia is welcome to attend the HIV/AIDS Think Tank and the HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum organised each year by DG SANTE. 


Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR): Georgia is encouraged to step up AMR prevention and control actions and make use of EU technical assistance possibilities. In 2019, with the support of TAIEX, the Commission/ECDC/EFSA will invite all ENP partner countries to a workshop on best practices on prevention and control of AMR. The workshop is foreseen to take place in November 2019, in Jordan. Georgian experts will be invited. The overall aim of the proposed workshop is to identify needs, challenges and best practices against AMR in human and animal health, and promote a holistic approach against AMR.

Non-communicable diseases and tobacco control: The Association Agreement includes specific references for an effective implementation of the FCTC to which Georgia is a full Party. As a legally binding global public health threat, it is key to frame national tobacco control policies. A TAIEX event could address the broader challenges of a comprehensive FCTC implementation in Georgia. 
The "Joint Action on EU Healthy Gateways" of the EU Health Programme organised a training course on “Preparedness and response to public health events at ports" on 12-14 March 2019 in Piraeus, where Georgia participated. A similar training will be organised for airports in September 2019 in Serbia. 
In the upcoming Multiannual Financial Framework for 2021-2027, the EU Health Programme will be integrated in the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+), where the ENP countries will continue to be eligible. The health strand of the new Horizon Europe research programme is also in the making at present.
Contact person: Nino (Nika) Kochishvili, Programme Officer, EU Delegation
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