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Mr. Chair, 

Director-General, 

Members of the Executive Board, 

Colleagues,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

[ALIGNMENT PARAGRAPH]

We would like to thank the Member States of the Africa Group, Canada, the USA, Australia, Japan, Mexico and Brazil for their support in bringing this item onto the agenda.

The french politican, Anthelme Brillat-Savarin, wrote in 1826 "Dis-moi ce que tu manges, je te dirai ce que tu es." [Tell me what you eat and I will tell you what you are].

The german philosopher Ludwig Andreas Feuerbach wrote in 1863: "Der Mensch ist, was er ißt." [The man is what he eats'].

You will see that it is not a new topic – the Romans had similar concepts. The EU and its Member States regard food safety as an integral part of protecting the health of our citizens. Ten years after the last adoption of a resolution on the matter, we welcome the opportunity to review and promote the development and implementation by WHO and its Member States of food safety policies. 

Food safety systems of many Member States are underdeveloped and need significant improvement to address new and emerging challenges – and there are many.

The UN Summit on Food systems of 2021 will confirm the critical role that food systems play to achieve a number of SDGs. WHO, by its missions, is uniquely placed to contribute to the preparation and the implementation of the decisions that will be adopted at this Summit.  

The 2017 Internal evaluation of WHO’s normative function
 showed the importance and the strong functioning of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. The global food safety conferences in Addis Ababa and in Geneva in 2019 highlighted the need for a renewed and a more strategic global approach to food safety. The World Bank report of 2018
 also emphasized that the consequences of a lack of food safety on both human health and the economy, and that the burden falls mainly on emerging economies.

The success of the Codex Alimentarius and adaptation to new challenges can only be achieved if it does receive appropriate human and financial support from its mother organisations, WHO and FAO. A key part of the success of the Codex is that it relies on robust scientific assessments that are provided by joint WHO/FAO scientific bodies. It is the duty of WHO to play its part to ensure stable, sustainable, predictable and adequate financial support to these scientific bodies for the provision of scientific advice by experts from countries at all stages of development. This can only be ensured by limiting to a minimum the reliance of these programs on uncertain and unpredictable voluntary donations. The emerging economies bear the greatest burden but they also have the most to offer. I repeat, we believe it is vital that the DG find adequate predictable and sustainable resources for their participation in the Internal WHO process of providing scientific advice to Codex. This is a request that the EU made here in 2010 but which has not yet been answered. 

In this perspective, the EU and its Member States are happy to propose a resolution which we see as the start of a new journey in which we would like WHO to devote to food safety the resources that it needs and deserves. This resolution will set the framework for very concrete actions by WHO and its Member States. The monitoring and reporting on the global burden of foodborne diseases, and the coordination of strategic efforts to improve the sustainability of food systems will form a new basis for supporting much needed food safety policies. Finally, we thank all the cosponsors from many regions for their support in bringing this draft Resolution to the attention of the Board.

Thank you.
� Evaluation of WHO’s Normative Function, Volume 1: Evaluation report, 2017 � HYPERLINK "https://www.who.int/about/evaluation/who_normative_function_report_july2017.pdf?ua=1" �https://www.who.int/about/evaluation/who_normative_function_report_july2017.pdf?ua=1� (pre-publication version)
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