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Honourable Madam Chair, 

Distinguished Director-General, 

Colleagues,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

[Alignment clause]
Madam Chair,

I will be brief. We would like to thank the WHO Secretariat for the work done on the prioritization tool for the assessment of new proposals for the agenda of the Executive Board. 

We are a little disappointed that the use of the amended tool did not prove to be an efficient method for assessing the value and relevance of the new agenda items. We are not fully confident whether reverting to the old mechanism from 2007 will address the concerns previously raised, nevertheless we have no other option than to trust the judgement of the officers of the Board. To strengthen the mechanism of evaluation of the new agenda items from 2007 and to facilitate its usage, we would request the Secretariat to provide the officers with all the necessary explanation concerning the relevant criteria endorsed in the resolution from 2007, including some practical examples on how successfully use them on different proposals. We also agree that elaborating a proposed template with questions may prove to be useful for the Officers. We would like to see the report of the Secretariat on the proposed return to the old mechanism after this method is used by the future Officers of the Board.   

Thank you. 
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