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Honourable Madam Chair, 

Distinguished Director-General, 

Colleagues,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

Aligned countries’ clause….

Madam Chair,

We thank the Secretariat for the presented report. 
EU and its Member States have always been a supporter of the gender equality. This is one of the fundamental rules observed and promoted by our governments. We believe that this principle should be also be reflected in the legal documents ruling this Organization. For that reason we support the relevant changes of the Rules of Procedure. While we strongly believe that all of the official languages of the WHO are equal, we also understand that that they are different. We accept the fact that applying the necessary changes to all versions of the Rules of Procedures might overcomplicate the flow of the text in certain languages. For that reason we support the solution described in para 3 b of the report, and consequently the option 2 of the proposed decision. We think this is a good middle ground between doing nothing and doing too much. Regarding the version of the Rules of Procedures in languages other than English, we would ask for inserting in the text an easily noticeable caveat stating that all masculine forms in text refer equally to women. 

Thank you. 
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