Draft Joint operational conclusions of the third EU-Georgia Association Committee 
(26 June 2018, Brussels)
	Party
	Action
	Deadline/Date

	AA/DCFTA

	GE/EU
	Continue legislative approximation along the AA/DCFTA commitments
	Ongoing

	GE
	Focus on law enforcement, implementation and good governance to build stable foundations for predictable institutions and independent regulators
	Ongoing

	GE
	Ensure timely and regular involvement of non-state actors such as  civil society, social partners and business organisations in the AA implementation  and monitoring process 
	Ongoing

	Elections

	GE
	Continue efforts to organise transparent, credible and inclusive elections, including the upcoming October 2018 Presidential elections, based on an improved electoral framework, in line with ODIHR/Venice Commission recommendations
	October 2018

	Human Rights

	GE
	Continue efforts for effective implementation of the Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan in line with commitments under the Association Agreement  
	Ongoing

	GE
	Continue and accelerate efforts to ensure awareness and effective implementation of the anti-discrimination law in line with commitments under "Human Rights for All"
	Ongoing

	CSDP cooperation

	EU
	Continue highlighting Georgia’s contributions to the EU-led missions and operations (EUTM RCA, EUTM Mali) and encourage and support Georgia in maintaining current level of contribution.
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Expand CSDP co-operation further,  including through addressing hybrid threats
	ongoing

	EU/GE
	Convene the second meeting of the EU-Georgia high level strategic dialogue on security to address issues of common interest
	Fall 2018

	Conflict Resolution

	EU
	Continue to support sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders.
Maintain the peaceful conflict resolution in Georgia high on the international agenda, particularly on EU’s political agenda with the Russian Federation..
Continue to promote the fulfilment of all provisions of the EU mediated 12 August 2008 ceasefire Agreement in order to ensure lasting peace and security on the ground.
Continue to support the EU Monitoring Mission and to advocate for the full implementation of its mandate throughout the whole territory of Georgia.
Continue to promote the non-recognition of the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia at international level.
Continue to support people-to people contacts as well as engagement and reconciliation across the divides. Support in this respect current and future initiatives by the Government of Georgia, including its "Peace initiative - A Step to a Better Future”.
	Ongoing

	
	
	

	EU/GE
	 
Continue to promote dialogue and an effective use of the existing instruments (such as the EUSR, the EUMM, Policy of non-recognition and engagement) and formats , in particular the GID and the IPRMs, with a view to building durable peace and stability on the ground.      
Continue dialogue on how to better promote the fulfilment of all provisions of the EU mediated 12 August 2008 ceasefire Agreement and the full implementation of the EU Monitoring Mission's mandate throughout the whole territory of Georgia
Continue to address the humanitarian and human rights situation in conflict affected areas, including cases of impunity, as seen in connection with the fatal incidents related to Mr Tatunashvili, Mr Otkhozoria, and Mr. Basharuli.
	Ongoing

	
	Explore ways to advance and reach tangible results in the GID, including on the core issues of i) non-use of force and international security arrangements ii) the voluntary, safe and dignified return of IDPs and refugees to their homes  as well as iii) human security, including human rights and humanitarian related issues. Explore ways to create positive dynamics in the negotiation process through result-oriented engagement, including on humanitarian topics and issues of common concern and interest.

	

	GE
	
Continue efforts to elaborate a strategic vision towards peaceful conflict resolution and promote inclusive engagement of the entire society in this process.
	Ongoing

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
Cooperation on Justice, Freedom and Security issues

	GE
	Carry out reforms of the judiciary, including jointly undertaken under the EU-funded Justice Reform programme
Provide an assessment of the first year of implementation of the judiciary strategy adopted in spring 2017.
	Ongoing

	GE
	Continue measures to keep the fulfilment of the visa liberalisation benchmarks and to substantially reduce the number of unfounded asylum applications by Georgian nationals in the EU and Schengen area.
 Inform regularly the Commission on the relevant measures taken.
	ongoing

	GE, EU
	Georgia will adopt and implement the new legislative package under the 4th wave of judicial reforms focusing on increasing the independence, quality and efficiency of the justice system. The EU stands ready to support its implementation.
	ongoing

	GE-EU
	Continue cooperation and exchange of information in the field of preventing and combating organised crime and other illegal activities, as agreed during the 4th EU-Georgia Subcommittee on Justice, Freedom and Security under the Association Agreement
	ongoing

	G-EU
	Finalise the signature of the cooperation agreement with Eurojust.

	November 2018

	GE
	Enhance efforts on oversight and accountability of all actors engaged in the security sector as well as strengthened cooperation across agencies also in view of upcoming EU support entitled "EU for Security, Accountability and Fight against Crime in Georgia (SAFE)".
	Ongoing

	
Good governance

	GE
	Continue efforts to prevent and fight against corruption, in particular complex forms of it.
	Ongoing

	GE
	Ensure timely implementation of Public Administration Reform in line with specific milestones undertakings attached to EU financial support. Ensure continued high-level political support to the ongoing reforms in order to achieve significant reforms and consistency of reforms across public institutions.
	Ongoing

	Economic Cooperation

	EU-GE
	

Sign the Memorandum of Understanding for the Macro Financial Assistance (MFA)
	Summer 2018
The MoU and Loan Facility Agreement were signed on August 31, 2018 and the Grant Agreement was signed on September 3, 2018

	GE
	Ratify the Memorandum of Understanding for MFA (Parliament) and implement the agreed policy conditions (all relevant authorities). 
	Asap
The Parliament of Georgia ratified the documents on 14th of November.  

	GE
	Provide regular updates on the implementation of the economic reform programme supported by an Extended Fund Facility with the IMF, notably on the implementation of structural benchmarks.
	Ongoing (for the duration of the EFF, 2017-2020)

	GE
	Ensure the medium-term fiscal sustainability, in view of the planned increase in spending on public infrastructure. In case additional adjustment measures are needed, ensure that such measures do not affect social assistance programmes launched in recent years for the benefit of the most vulnerable citizens.
	Continuous

	EU-GE
	Continue to work on an ambitious Policy Matrix for the "Economic and Business Development in Georgia" Programme in order to sign the Financing Agreement as soon as possible.
	21 November 2018

	
Statistical Cooperation 

	EU/GE
	Support Geostat's efforts to implement the European Statistics Code of Practice (ESCoP) and its principles on professional independence, objectivity and impartiality, statistical confidentiality, equal access to statistical data for all users
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Carry out a global assessment of the Georgian statistical system where implementation of the principles of the ESCoP will be evaluated along with the statistical domains and organizational aspects.
	September 2018 – September 2019

	GE
	Develop the national statistical system towards implementation of the statistics acquis in the context of AA and DCFTA
	Ongoing

	Energy 

	EU/GE
	Support the timely implementation of the Southern Gas Corridor, as well as its possible extensions.
	Ongoing

	GE/EU
	Continued the implementation of Georgia's Energy Community accession protocol, with EU support through EU4Energy and other relevant instruments.
	Ongoing

	GE
	Step up the efforts for the adoption and implementation of Energy Efficiency legislation, in line with the conditions laid down in the EU-Georgia Association Agreement and the commitments arising from Georgia’s accession to Energy Community Treaty. Draft roadmaps and timelines for the adoption and implementation of legislation to be implemented by 31 December 2018 or earlier.
In view of the upcoming EU support on Energy Efficiency adopt the Construction Code and the Energy Performance in Buildings Law and ensure an adequate level of human resources/capacity in order to be able to implement the programme
	Ongoing

	
Environment 

	GE/EU
	Enhance environmental governance, by adopting and implementing environmental legislation in line with the Association Agreement Annex for approximation on Environment EU to continue supporting Georgia in this regard 

	Ongoing

	GE
	Inform the EU on the developments in becoming a party to Espoo Convention and its SEA Protocol..
	ongoing

	GE 
	Participate at the second Ministerial Meeting on Environment and Climate Change to take place in October 2018 in Luxembourg.

Participate and make use of the new regional programme EU4Environment

	October 2018

	Climate Change 

	EU
	Provide further support to the implementation of Georgia's contribution to the Paris Climate Agreement and its provisions at domestic level through TAIEX assistance
	Ongoing

	GE
	Consider changes in the EU legislative acts contained in the climate action chapter of the Association Agreement.
	Ongoing

	Agriculture and Rural Development, Maritime affairs 

	GE
	In line with the Association Agreement provisions, the EU encourages Georgia to continue the progressive approximation with the EU policies and legislation in the area of agriculture and rural development, including food safety.
	Ongoing

	GE
	Continue with ambitious efforts for the modernisation and sustainable development of Georgia's agricultural sector and with the implementation of its "Strategy for Agricultural Development in Georgia, 2015-2020", as well as to continue to improve its rural livelihoods.
Ensure compliance with the conditionalities for the ENPARD III Budget Support Programme for 2018 by achieving satisfactory progress in reaching the indicators of achievement and establishment of a consistent Monitoring and Evaluation System.
	Ongoing



End 2018

	EU/GE
	Support Georgia with the necessary expertise in the field of sustainable development of agriculture and rural areas, in line with the rules and commitments agreed for financial cooperation. 
	Ongoing 

	EU/GE
	Approximate Sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) national legislation to the relevant EU legislation according to the agreed deadlines and ensure its implementation.  
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Support Georgia in implementing the Sofia Ministerial Declaration (June 2018) on Black Sea Fisheries and Aquaculture. 
Promote the participation of Georgia in the work of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean in the Black Sea on issues covering conservation measures (e.g. multiannual management plan on turbot), scientific advice, data collection (e.g. BlackSea4Fish project), small scale fisheries (e.g. High Level Conference on small scale fisheries in September 2018), fight against IUU fishing (e.g. pilot international inspection scheme on turbot fisheries, trainings, Monitor/Control/Surveillance measures) and aquaculture.
Support measures to improve monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) systems, including the development of exiting electronic monitoring systems by establishing necessary infrastructure and capacity, as well as actions emanating from a Regional Plan of Action to fight IUU fishing in the Black Sea.
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Continue actively shaping the Common Maritime Agenda for the Black Sea, incl. through the organisation of a second national workshop on blue economy in Batumi and the participation at a regional workshop under the facility for blue growth 

	

	EU/GE
	Working towards setting up an inter-institutional coordination mechanism on maritime affairs at national level.
	End of 2019

	

	



GE

EU/GE

GE
	Regional development
Implement the “Regional Development Programme of Georgia for 2018-2021” (RDP), including the elaboration of detailed procedures on implementation and accountability through the respective Monitoring Plan to be developed by the MRDI.
Select the Focus Regions, in order to concentrate the EU planned support under the SSF 2017-2020, as the basis for preparing Development Programme(s) for Pilot Region(s) and the envisaged Sector Reform Contract (which is likely part of the AAP 2019).

	



Ongoing


December 2018

July 2018

	Employment, Social Policy and Equal Rights 

	GE
	Ensure that the Tripartite Social Partnership Commission meets regularly, and is duly consulted on the legislation and policy reforms
	Ongoing

	GE
	Complete the employment-related legal framework   
	By the end of 2019 

and in line with MFA conditionalities 


	GE
	Finalise the list of activities to be covered by the new OSH law and Aadopt the legal Acts necessary for the implementation of the OSH law 
Adopt legal acts for extension of the OSH Law to all sectors in line with EU OSH law including of functions of the Labour Inspectorate and prepare legal basis for fully-fledged labour inspectorate

Expansion of mandate of labour inspectorate to cover all sectors of economy and conduct inspections without prior notice in line with new Organic Law of Georgia on “Occupational Safety” adopted in February 2019
	Ongoing Q4 2018 (according to DLs set in OSH law)
2019 and in line with MFA conditionalities 

Q3 2019 


	GE
	Monitor the pilot new Public Employment Service, continue gradual roll-out and plan staffing requirement (number, professional qualifications) and financial resources needed to scale-up the new services
	Ongoing

	
	
	

	
Public Health 

	EU/GE
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Strengthen core IHR capacities for national  response to health threats by implementing recommendations developed after Joint External Evaluation  and cooperate actively in the EU-supported MediPIET training programme in field epidemiology, as well as with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Cooperate actively in the EU-supported MediPIET training programme in field epidemiology, as well as with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
	Ongoing

	GE
	Continue implementation of priority actions Prioritise policies and actions for prevention and control of anti-microbial resistance, HIV/AIDS and hepatitis C, as well as aligning its blood safety legislation with the EU acquis as provided by the Association Agreement
	
Ongoing 
Anti-microbial resistance - ongoing
HIV/AIDS - Ongoing
Hepatitis C - December 2020
Blood safety regulation – December 2019 


	GE
	Undertake efforts towards the swift ratification of the Protocol for Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products and to monitor the transposition of tobacco control legislation
	Inter-agency consultations underway on protocol-related matters

	GE
	Strengthen the enforcement of tobacco control policies in line with the EU acquis as provided by the Association Agreement and with its obligations under the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).  
	Ongoing

	EU
	Support Georgia in elaboration of the Health System Development Strategy
	

	
Civil Protection

	EU/GE
	Sign the administrative arrangement between DG Echo and the Emergency Management Service of Georgia  
Provide EU assistance for capacity building of the EMS through the SAFE programme.
	13 July 2018 

	Education and Culture

	GE
	Continue to focus on the human capital development, including by swift adoption of the new VET law and the preparation of relevant by-laws) which is of key importance for the Skills Matching Programme.
Enhance the quality of the higher education system in line with the Bologna principles, modernise teaching and foster skills development for greater employability of graduates.
	Ongoing

	EU-GE
	Finalise the work on an ambitious Policy Matrix for the Skills Matching Programme in order to be able to sign the Financing Agreement as soon as possible.
	Signed on 21 November

	EU/GE
	Use opportunities through Erasmus+ to support capacity building projects, youth activities, mobility and partnership between institutions from the EU and Georgia.
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Take further advantage of the Creative Europe programme, with the support of the restructured Creative Europe Desk.
	Ongoing

	Research and Innovation

	EU
	Encourage Georgian authorities to make the most of their Association to Horizon 2020 including participation and contribution of Georgian representatives to the works of various H2020 Programme Committees, enhanced support to National Contact Points in Georgia, and Widening Actions 
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Ensure and support effective implementation the recommendations of the of Horizon 2020 Policy Support Facility (PSF) report “Specific Support to Georgia” published on 12 June 2018.
	Ongoing

	
ENP and Eastern Partnership

	EU
	Encourage Georgian authorities and civil society to formulate further proposals for increasing the efficiency of the activities and enhancing the cohesion between partner countries, with a view of increasing the concrete results and visible progress in our multilateral cooperation
	Ongoing
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