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The Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia

Notes
On 11 February 2020, UNFPA Georgia Country Office held UNFPA Country Programme (CP) Annual Review Meeting with the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs (hereinafter referred to as MoH).
The meeting was attended by Ms. Tamar Gabunia, the Deputy Minister, Mr. Alexandre Turdziladze, Deputy Director General, National Centre for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) and other officials representing the MoH and NCDC, and the UNFPA/Georgia CO Programme Staff.
The aim of the meeting was to review the results achieved in 2019 by UNFPA Georgia CO within the frameworks of the UNPSD 2016-2020, UNFPA Country Programme for Georgia 2016-2020; to outline the scope of activities to be implemented in 2020, as well as identify the strategic directions of the cooperation within UNFPA 4th Country Program 2021-2025.
UNFPA/Georgia Acting Head of Office Mrs. Lela Bakradze thanked the Deputy Minister and all other officials representing MoH and NCDC for the excellent cooperation. She also dwelled on the key messages and priorities endorsed at the Nairobi Summit on ICPD 25- Accelerating the Promise. 
UNFPA Programme Analysts George Mataradze, Natalia Zakareishvili and Gender Equality Program Manager, Ms. Mariam Bandzeladze presented and discussed results achieved in 2019 under the CP output 1 and output 3 (where it intersects with SRH and is implemented in collaboration with the MoH).
This was followed by presenting the priorities and planned activities for 2020.
Discussion and Recommendations 
The Deputy Minister gave high appraisal to UNFPA’s collaboration and support to the country in the area of SRH and Reproductive Rights; She underscored that results achieved in 2019 were outstanding, built on a solid foundation created by UNFPA CO in Georgia during last years in close cooperation with MoH and NCDC. 
The Deputy General Director of the NCDC Mr. Alexandre Turdziladze extended special gratitude to UNFPA with regard to supporting the development of the cervical cancer screening registry and highlighted that it gave a trigger to the initiation of the Cancer Screening Registry for other types of cancers.  Participants agreed that the results contributed to achieving the 2016-2020 CP Outputs. Government counterparts also commended UNFPA proposed interventions for 2020; the following are agreed recommendations on future programmatic priorities for 2020: 
Advocacy and technical support: UNFPA support on the development of the second wave of MNH Action Plan (2020-2023);
Enhance political commitment and accountability to increase access to quality SRH services, focusing on maternal mortality and morbidity reduction, particularly targeting those furthest behind; 
Improve further implementation of National Cancer Screening Registry; UNFPA will continue providing technical support to NCDC in this endeavor, for the screening Registry to become not just a database to record information about the screening, but instead, the principal tool that is used to manage the screening program, with overall aim to deliver an organized approach to cervical screening and ensure continuity of care;
Continue Near Miss Case Review (NMCR) methodology piloting in 10 Maternities. Strengthen institutional mechanisms to carry out NMCR methodology monitoring and evaluation at hospital level; Also, consider expanding the pilot to the remaining II/III and III level perinatal care facilities;
Continue support to increased access of conflict-affected population in Abkhazia, Georgia to quality SRH, including Antenatal care services;
Enhance cooperation with Emergency Situations Coordination and Urgent Assistance Center to develop the Minimum Initial Service Package (MISP) Action Plan according to the updated MISP package, to be integrated into the national preparedness plans; Support capacity development initiatives for service providers for provision of services according to the MISP;
NCDC/GFATM actively will be involved to support the   UNFPA initiated BCC interventions to generate demand for VCT, HIV testing services and stimulate uptake of HIV preventive services with the focus on the key population including young people and service providers;
Purposeful partnerships and coordination with government, NGO, community organizations to support HIV prevention policy and advocacy work; 
Advocacy for integration of FP services and method provision for vulnerable groups[footnoteRef:1] into the BBP of the Georgia Universal Healthcare Coverage (UHC) program, on condition of the PHC coordination responsibility, and ensure relevant resource allocation within state budget; [1:  beneficiaries of the Targeted Social Assistance (TSA) program and Youth] 

In order to sensitize RH service providers and promote ethical use of ultrasound technologies for fetus sex detection to strengthen prevention of gender-biased sex selection (GBSS) possible changes are anticipated in terms of authorizing gynecologists to perform routine ultrasound check-up through the whole gestation period;
Enhance healthcare system response to GBV/DV through generating comprehensive recommendations based on the pilot project implemented in Kakheti region. Moreover, UNFPA plans to cooperate with the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) to ensure data collection and analysis from the primary healthcare system. UNFPA will also further invest in raising awareness regarding the on-line module on healthcare response to GBV/DV finalized in 2019;
UNFPA’s strategy within the frame of the new UN Joint programme Transforming Social Protection for Persons with Disabilities in Georgia, is to play an important role in protecting, promoting and fulfilling the human rights of women and girls with disabilities, which are fully in line with the priorities of SDG goals that call for universal access to SRHR. Strong partnership and coordination will be ensured among UNFPA, MoH, PDO, DPOs and CSO.
As for the priorities of the next 2021-25 Country Programme, the following strategic directions have been identified by participants: the programme’s SRH outcome will be aimed at the UNFPA transformative result on eliminating preventable maternal deaths and morbidity by 2030 with particular focus on those left behind; overall, the programme will contribute to the larger goal - enhancing human well-being and capabilities, including health, education, skills, material well-being, voice and participation; the County Programme strategic interventions under SRH: 
· Better understanding of root causes of maternal mortality in Georgia, including through undertaking the assessment of the perinatal regionalization programme (together with WHO and UNICEF); 
· Supporting policy dialogue for eliminating barriers in terms of access to quality services;
· Support enhancing the quality of care through institutionalization of QA mechanisms; improving the quality of the ANC; adaptation of the international SRH/MH service standards; NMCR; support introduction of the organized model of the cervical cancer screening and the transition to the HPV test based screening; 
· Support integration of FP services and selected methods modern contraceptive methods for the target group of beneficiaries into the BBP of the UHP;  
· Strengthening CME system quality, including through introducing innovative technologies and on-line learning platforms; 
· Support increased access of conflict-affected population in Abkhazia, Georgia to quality SRH/GBV services; 
· Forging new partnerships (including with private sector) and South-South and Triangular cooperation; 
· Strengthening policy frameworks for HIV prevention; supporting behavior change interventions for HIV prevention with focus on youth and key populations; 
· Strengthening health system response to gender-based violence against women and improving data collection system; 
· Strengthening emergency preparedness through integrating MISP; 
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