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Memorandum of Understanding
between 
the United Nations Development Programme
and 
the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MoU”) is entered into by the United Nations Development Programme (“UNDP”), a subsidiary organ of the United Nations, an intergovernmental organization established by its Member States with its headquarters in New York, NY (USA), and the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia (MoIDPLHSA). UNDP and Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia are hereinafter referred to individually as a “Party” and jointly as the “Parties”; 

WHEREAS, UNDP serves in many respects as the operational arm of the United Nations at the country level and works with partners in numerous countries to promote among other things sustainable development, eradication of poverty, advancement of women, good governance and the rule of law;

WHEREAS, UNDP represented by UNDP Georgia through the project “Governance Reform Fund” (Project ID #00097412) is interested in supporting the development of an efficient public administration system with a stronger capacity of the government to implement a national development agenda that will strengthen the rule of law and improve conditions for democratic accountability.  

WHEREAS, the Parties share similar missions and wish to cooperate in areas of mutual concern to enhance the effectiveness of their development efforts;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties wish to express their intention to cooperate as follows:


Article I
Purpose and Scope

The purpose of this MoU is to provide a framework of cooperation and facilitate and strengthen collaboration between the Parties, on a non-exclusive basis, in areas of common interest.
The cooperation between the parties aims to strengthen the capacity of public institutions in the healthcare to enable them to provide quality services to citizens and increase its readiness to respond to emerging threats during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond. 
Furthermore, the activities proposed within this cooperation strives to enhance the organizational structure and governance capacity of state medical institutions to deliver quality services to citizens, through elaboration of the organizational development strategy of Georgia Medical Holding (GMH) and the establishment of a clinical quality assurance (CQA) mechanism for case management of patients. Thus, this cooperation will better equip the Party with the expertise and capabilities to provide high-quality services to citizens.
The initiative directly contributes to the sustained efforts to improve standards and practices in the healthcare system of Georgia. By developing an organizational strategy for GMH, it intends to enhance the organizational structure and governance/management arrangements of the entity and help to enhance the capacity and efficiency of this public institutions. The effective implementation of the given assignment will ensure the sustainability of the CQA mechanism. The cooperation will contribute to the streamlining of the current procedures of the CQA mechanism and will support to the establishment of the first cohort of qualified clinical auditors who can, going forward, continue to support other teams of clinical auditors established for other diseases.
The primary approach to the initiative’s implementation utilizes participatory and inclusive processes, ensuring the engagement of all key national stakeholders including representatives of the Ministry, the LEPL Regulation Agency for Medical and Pharmaceutical Agency (Regulation Agency), the LEPL Social Service Agency (SSA), and medical institutions at all stages of the initiative. This approach will empower stakeholders, build their capacity, and foster their ownership of deliverables. Moreover, the main beneficiaries of the deliverables will be MoIDPLHSA, GMH and the Regulation Agency. The initiative will indirectly benefit Georgian society by increasing access to quality health services and will be implemented by Non-commercial Legal Entity (NNLE) “Curatio International Foundation (CIF)” The duration of the initiative is nine months.
The initiative will contribute to the achievement of one of the priorities of the 2014-2020 State Concept of Healthcare System of Georgia for “Universal Health Care and Quality Control for the Protection of Patients' Rights[footnoteRef:1]”- namely the improvement of governance of the health sector (Priority #2). Furthermore, as the overall aim is to improve the quality of services delivered to the citizens of Georgia, it is also pursuant to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 3: "Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages" and 16: “Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels”.  [1:  Decree of the Government of Georgia, # 724; 2014 https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2657250?publication=0
] 


Article II
Areas of Cooperation

2.1 The Parties intend to cooperate in the following areas of activity:

· In a coordinated manner engage with Non-entrepreneurial Non-commercial Legal Entity (NNLE) “Curatio International Foundation (CIF)” to implement the planned activities. CIF, as an implementing entity, in close coordination with UNDP and the Ministry, will take responsibility to identify possible organizational and institutional arrangements for GMH, determine the functional profile of GMH, its role and place in Georgia’s healthcare market (taking into account geographical and service/product markets) and propose an organizational development strategy for GMH. Moreover, standard operational procedures and guidelines will be elaborated as well as clinical audit will be conducted and based on that recommendations for the improvement of the quality of care will be introduced.    
 
Article III
Consultation and Exchange of Information

3.1 The Parties will, on a regular basis, keep each other informed of and consult on matters of common interest, which in their opinion are likely to lead to mutual collaboration.

3.2 Consultation and exchange of information and documents under this MoU will be without prejudice to arrangements, which may be required to safeguard the confidential and restricted character of certain information and documents developed in the framework of the initiative executed by NNLE “Curatio International Foundation”.  Such arrangements will survive the termination of this MoU and of any agreements signed by the Parties within the scope of this collaboration. 

3.3 The Parties will, at such intervals as deemed appropriate, convene meetings to review the progress of activities being carried out under the present MoU and to plan future activities.

3.4 The Parties may invite each other to send observers to meetings or conferences convened by them or under their auspices in which, in the opinion of either Party, the other may have an interest.  Invitations will be subject to the procedures applicable to such meetings or conferences.

Article IV
Visibility

4.1 The Parties recognize that the cooperative arrangements should be publicized and therefore agree to acknowledge the role and contribution of each Party in all public information documentation relating to instances of such cooperation and use each Party’s name and emblem in documentation related to the cooperation in accordance with the current policies of one another and subject to prior written agreement of each Party.


Article V
Term, Termination, Renewal, Amendment

5.1 The proposed cooperation under this MoU is non-exclusive and will have an initial term of 1 years from the Effective Date, as defined in Article VII (“Effectiveness”) or commencing on 23 June 2020 and ending on 23 June 2021, unless terminated earlier by either Party upon two months’ notice in writing to the other Party.  

[bookmark: _Hlk508886141]5.2 Termination of this MoU will not affect any other agreements relating to the subject matter of this MoU which will, unless terminated or expired, continue to regulate the relationship between the Parties in accordance with the terms thereof. 

5.3 This MoU may be amended only by mutual written agreement of the Parties.


Article VI
Legal Provisions Relating to Implementation

6.1 Notwithstanding anything in this MoU to the contrary, (a) this MoU constitutes an expression of intent only and not a legally binding document; (b) nothing herein shall be construed as creating a legally binding commitment, financial or otherwise; (c) nothing herein shall be construed as creating a joint venture and neither Party shall be an agent, representative or joint partner of the other Party; (d) all of UNDP’s activities envisaged hereunder are subject to the availability of funding; (e) any funds received by UNDP shall be used, and all UNDP activities further to this MoU will be carried out, in accordance with the project documents agreed between UNDP and the concerned programme government(s) where the activities will be implemented, and in accordance with the applicable UNDP regulations, rules, policies and procedures; and (f) each Party shall be responsible for its acts and omissions in connection with this MoU and its implementation.

6.2 Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia represents that it has all the necessary powers, authority, and legal capacity to enter into this MoU and perform its obligations hereunder.

6.3 In the event of inconsistency between any provision of this Article VI and a provision of another section of the MoU, this Article VI shall prevail.


Article VII
Privileges and Immunities

7.1 Nothing in or relating to this MoU shall be deemed a waiver, express, or implied, of any of the privileges and immunities of the United Nations, including its subsidiary organs.

Article VIII
Effectiveness

8.1 This MoU will become effective on the date in which it is duly signed by both Parties (“Effective Date”).
	

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the duly authorized representatives of the Parties affix their signatures below.


[bookmark: _Hlk41987225]FOR UNDP:						FOR MoIDPLHSA:
[bookmark: _Hlk42083899]Louisa Vinton						Ekaterine Tikaradze			UNDP Resident Representative			Minister 
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_______________					_______________

Date: 23.06.2020					Date: 23.06.2020
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