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I speak on behalf of France and___
We thank WHO for the report that is still, despite progress over the years, overly alarming. 
Women, children and adolescents are the ones left behind in accessing essential quality health services and the ones particularly affected by abuse and violence, including sexual and gender-based violence. If we are to achieve the SDGs and UHC, we have to pay special attention to women, children and adolescent health needs.
Central to women and adolescents health and well-being is the realization of their human rights, including their sexual and reproductive rights. The uneven realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights, including access to safe abortion, risks a serious step back in ending preventable maternal and child mortality and undermines the health of adolescents.
We further stress the need for universal access to quality and affordable comprehensive sexual and reproductive health information, education, including comprehensive sexuality education, and health services.
Political leadership is needed to protect and fulfill women, children and adolescents needs, dignity and rights, while removing harmful social, gender, cultural norms and structural barriers.We urge WHO, together with all member States and other relevant partners to make bold commitments for action to improve health and human rights of women, children and adolescents. 
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