We would like to share activities of January 2018 regarding HCV Elimination Program in Georgia.
1. Statistics 
In January 2018, IT team of CDC and NCDC completed the cleaning of the HCV elimination program data system. As a result, program care cascade has been obtained, which excludes duplication of the data, is more accurate and evidence based in comparison with previously provided information. 
In addition, it should be mentioned that HCVcore Ag testing for confirmatory results, is being conducted from December 1, 2017. But, the number of confirmative test of December is not yet added to the care cascade.  
1.1 Georgia Hepatitis C Elimination Program Care Cascade April 28, 2015 – December 31, 2017
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* of 35,177 patients eligible for SVR assessment, 27,181 were tested, 26,692 (98.2%) achieved SVR, 7,996 (22.7% ) missing data




1.2 Information about screening activities 
  Total number of registered screening is 1 475 392
  Total number of positive screening among the registered ones is 124 215 (8.42%)
  Distribution by age and gender among the positive screenings:
Screening by age
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Screening by gender
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1.3. Information about drugs
· Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478

· Sovaldi bottles delivered to service Providers:  34 586
· Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Belarus: 1 500
· Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Armenia: 3 000
· Sovaldi bottles remaining in central stock: 393 (validity period is expired, since sovaldi regimens in practice are almost no longer used for treatment)
· Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 168 440 (including 40 000 new arrival)
· Harvoni bottles delivered to service Providers: 115 405
· Harvoni bottles remaining in central stock:   11 083
2. Information about Elimination Program Data System

US CDC and NCDC are actively carrying out activities for improving HCV Elimination Program Data System.

Elim C & Screening Database Modification
· In accordance with the forthcoming amendments, the blood samples of every HCV positive patients provided by blood banks, hospitals and ambulatories will be sent to the Lugar Center for Public Health Research of NCDC for confirmatory testing. The confirmatory results will be added in screening database and at the same time the data will be linked to Elim c treatment database.  

· It is also planned to modify screening database in parallel with creating different web services to exchange information between two systems in realtime mode. The modification of both systems is planned in February. 
Data Cleaning and Reporting

· CDC & NCDC IT teams are working together to clean the data. Unified depersonalised SQL database of Elim C, Stop C, E health & Screening database is also prepared;

· Data Mapping file was updated;
· Prepared/incorporated requirements from different stakeholders regarding potential analytical reports;
· The methodology to create analytical reports was prepared

Information about the planned amendments in the Hepatitis C Elimination State Programme

1. 3 pilot grant projects will be integrated in the program:

· “Integrating HCV screening and simplified treatment services in primary healthcare” – project of the Infectious Diseases, AIDS and Clinical Immunology Research Center, which aims to eliminate barriers and improve engagement in the entire continuum of HCV care;
· ,,Simplifing pre-treatment diagnostic tests and treatment monitoring process in the Hepatitic C Elimination Project”  - Project of Clinics “Mrcheveli” and “NeoLab”;
· FIND’s Head Start Project, which aims to scale up effective diagnosis and linkage to care of  PWIDs through harm reduction sites. 
2. According to the existing regulations, all in-patient facilities in Georgia provides in-patients’ HCV screening. After initiated amendments, they will have an obligation to conduct confirmatory testing to all HCV positive patients revealed by the screening for the diagnosis of active C infection.

3. The regional laboratories of the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health will be obliged to conduct confirmatory testing of HCV positive patients;
4. The relevant units of the NCDC will be obliged as well to ensure surveillance of HCV positive patients revealed by confirmatory testing;
5. In addition, The Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia initiated activities to scale up HCV management program throughout the country, which implies establishing minimum one HCV service provider in each municipality and cities of local governance. In total, 70 primary healthcare facilities will be involved in HCV Elimination Program, including 10 PHC facilities in Tbilisi, 2 in Kutaisi, 2 in Batumi and 1 in Zugdidi. All centers will ensure comprehensive service delivery within diagnostics and treatment components.
3. Other activities
On January 29, 2018 teleconference was held between the US CDC officials (Beth Skaggs, CDC Country Directors and Francisco Averhoff, CDC Associate Director for Global Health, Division of Viral Hepatitis), Dr. Amiran Gamkrelidze, Director General of the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health and Mr. David Sergeenko, Minister of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia. 
The parties discussed organizational issues of the 5th National Hepatitis C Elimination Workshop, which is to be held in Tbilisi at the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health on March 7 and 9, 2018. The workshop will be followed by IT and surveillance sessions. During the workshop will be discussed decentralization of HCV screening, care and treatment services, progress of HCV Elimination program, Infection control, blood safety etc. Next to organizational issues of the workshop, the parties also discussed planned activities regarding decentralization project. 
