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Introduction

In April 2016, The Government of Georgia and the company "Gilead" signed a long-term agreement on the continuous provision for zero price of the new generation of hepatitis C medicines by Gilead Science Inc., until the elimination of hepatitis C in Georgia.
In August 2016, a long-term strategy for elimination of hepatitis C (2016-2020) was developed to achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating the hepatitis C. Strategy sets forth the following targets, to be reached by 2020: 

· 90% of HCV infected persons will be tested for their infection,

· 95% of people with chronic infection will receive treatment, and 

· 95% of persons receiving treatment will be cured of HCV 

This report reflects the Hep C elimination program progress in July 2020. The report was prepared by the Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia in collaboration with the National Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 
1 Statistics 
1.1 Georgia Hepatitis C Elimination Program Care Cascade, April 28, 2015 – July 31,  2020
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Positive Anti-HCV Test (Total)* 130,145

§ 965%
Positive Anti-HCV Test (Tx eligible)** 125,581

§ 50.4%
ET——————
§ 815%
¥ 78.1%
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§ 93.5%
Completed 21 Round of Treatment 60,971
¥ 5a.0%
Eligiblefor SVR Testing 57,336
3§ 75.8%
retcarorsn YT
§ o3.8%
Cured*++ 42,916

* Among persons with national ID number; ** Age 2 12 with no mortality data prior to confirmation
=+= Per-protocal, ncludes retreatments. Among 43,840 persons tested after their 1 round of treatment, 42,233 (36.3%) achieved SVR

(Inclucing 52.35% for SOF based regimens, 35.2% for SOF/LED regimens, and 95, 3% for SOF/VEL regimens). 1,575 persons were retreated with a 2° round of treatment,
with 945% (770/815) of those tested achieving SVR. Overall SV by Intention-to-Treat analysis: 73 6%





2 Update on programmatic activities
2.1 Information about screening activities 
 Total number of registered screening is 3 648 275
  Total number of positive screening among the registered ones is 176 537 (4.84%)
  Distribution by age and gender among the positive screenings (figures 1 and 2):

2.2. Figure 1. Number of Individuals screened on Hep C and confirmed with the disease per age categories, April 28, 2015 – July 31, 2020
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2.2 Figure 2: Number of individuals screened and found positive on Hep C per gender, April 28, 2015 – July 31, 2020
[image: image4.png]2,000,000

1,885,129

1,800,000 1,760,315

1,600,000
1,400,000
1,200,000
1,000,000
800,000
600,000
400,000

200,000

it

REGISTERED SCREENING POSITIVE SCREENING

Emale Wfemale EN/A




2.3 Information about drugs (April 28, 2015 – July 31, 2020)
Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478

Sovaldi bottles delivered to service Providers:  34 586
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Belarus: 1 500
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Armenia: 3 000
Sovaldi bottles remaining in central stock: 393 (validity period is expired, since sovaldi regimens are almost no longer used for treatment in practice)
Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 173 440 
Harvoni bottles delivered to service Providers:  166 253
Harvoni bottles remaining in central stock: 50 (+7137 expired as of April 30th , 2018) 
      Total number of disbursed Epclusa bottles: 10 976
Epclusa bottles delivered to service Providers:  10 976
Epclusa bottles remaining in central stock:  0
      Total number of disbursed MyHepAll bottles: 4003
MyHepAll bottles delivered to service Providers:  2783
MyHepAll bottles remaining in central stock:  1220
2.4   Information about Elimination Program Data Management System
· Technical support of screening “STOP C” and Hepatitis C treatment systems is ongoing.
2.5 Other Activities
C Elimination Program Scientific Committee Meeting 

The Scientific Committee meeting was held on July 2, 2020. The meeting covered COVID-19 in Georgia with clinical and situational updates. The following topics were discussed: the HCV care cascade, screening uptake, treatment initiation rates, the impact of COVID-19 on the elimination program, challenges, and plans. The planned project on Learning Lessons from Georgia - using economic modeling to determine optimum screening and linkage-to-treatment strategies for achieving high treatment coverage in Eastern Europe and Central Asia was presented. The Scientific Coordinator shared meeting minutes with SC members.
World Hepatitis Day Webinar 27 July 2020

The National Center for Disease Control and Public Health together with the local CDC team attended WHO/Europe World Hepatitis Day webinar held on 27 July 2020. There were presentations on regional updates, the launch of compendium of good practices in the health sector, response to viral hepatitis in the WHO European Region, World Hepatitis Day campaigns, and good practices on viral hepatitis shared by different countries including Georgia.
World Hepatitis Day 2020 

The Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, together with the National Center for Disease Control and public Health on 28th of July held an event dedicated to the World Hepatitis Day. Opening remarks were made by the Minister Mrs. Ekaterine Tikaradze, US Ambassador H.E. Kelly Degnan, and WHO Regional Director Mr. Silviu Domente. The event featured a presentation with the results and achievements of the HCV elimination program.

This year the campaign’s theme, “Hepatitis-free Future”, urging our governments to remember our promise of achieving hepatitis C elimination.

Over the past few years, the Georgian government has substantially strengthened efforts to fight hepatitis C by implementing national programs and implementing the new initiatives. The latest initiative from the government was decentralization of treatment services into the Primary Care and Harm Reduction Network, completely free diagnostics and treatment, which was free from the launch of the program. These initiatives aimed to increase the geographic accessibility of the services within the program, facilitate enrollment in the treatment program, and removing financial barriers.

Presentations at the event discussed the lower speed of enrollment into the program caused by COVID 19, and highlighted increasing access to treatment and enhancing the screening as the top priority. Up to date, 2.3 million adults (which is 70% of Georgia Population) have been screened for HCV, more than 70,000 have been enrolled patients who've achieved an overall cure rate of 98%. 

The event in commemoration for World Hepatitis Day was attended by the Ministers of Health, US Ambassador, WHO Georgia country office director, director of National CDC, Health Committee representatives from Parliament of Georgia, cured patient association, leading specialists in the field, international partners, CDC Tbilisi office representatives and all those who are actively involved in the program.

Also, the Annual Report was printed and distributed among meeting attendees and will be uploaded to Center of Excellence and Ministry websites.
Center of excellence website

The Centre of Excellence website - https://centre-of-excellence.easl-ilf.org/ was launched. The main purpose of the site is to share information about the Centre of Excellence initiative and the ongoing work in Georgia. Everyone involved in the program is welcome to continue sharing any documents, news, and reports which can be uploaded to the site so we can keep it updated with the latest information.
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