

July 23, 2020

Nestani Tukvadze, MD
Director, Clinical Tuberculosis Research Unit
National Center for Tuberculosis and Lung Disease
50 Maruashvili Street
Tbilisi, Georgia 0101
marikushane@yahoo.com

Henry M. Blumberg, MD
Professor of Medicine, Epidemiology and Global Health
Division of Infectious Diseases
Emory University
49 Jesse Hill Jr Drive
Atlanta, GA 30303
henry.m.blumberg@emory.edu
404.251.8716 (phone)

Dear Dr. Tukvadze and Dr. Blumberg:

I send this letter to indicate strong and enthusiastic support for your renewal application to the National Institutes of Health Fogarty International Center entitled, “Emory-Georgia TB Research Training Program” (EGTB-RTP). As you know, tuberculosis (TB) and especially, highly drug resistant TB (MDR-TB and XDR-TB) is a major public health problem in Georgia. Important progress has been made in enhancing TB research and TB control in Georgia over the past 5 years, but more remains to be done. I strongly support the goals of the proposed program to continue to buildhuman capacity to conduct high quality TB research in Georgia by providing didactic and mentored research training to junior Georgian investigators, to continue to strengthen the public health infrastructure in Georgia, and to transfer the leadership and management of this TB research training program to Georgian investigators.

I know there is a long history of collaboration between Emory and Georgian institutions including the National Center for Tuberculosis and Lung Disease(NCTLD) and the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC). These two institutions are responsible for implementing the National TB Program and enhancing research is a critical component to make further progress in TB control and develop the new tools necessary to meet the ambitious goals of the WHO End TB Strategy. Your proposed goals of the EGTB-RTP application build upon the strong foundation and collaboration that the EGTB-RTP has facilitated.

In summary, I am pleased to indicate the full support of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia for the EGTB-RTP. I wish you continued success with this very important initiative.

Sincerely, 


Tamar Gabunia
First deputy Minister of Health
Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia
