Georgia Statement on the agenda item EB 146/11
Ending Tuberculosis

[bookmark: _GoBack]Honorable Chair, 
Director-General, 
Members of the Executive Board, 
Distinguished Delegates,

Thank you Chair.

On behalf of the ministry of Internally Displaced People from the Occupied Territories, Labor, Health and Social Affairs I would like to express sincere gratitude to the World Health Organization, Stop TB Partnership, and all international partners for their continuous support in the fight against tuberculosis. Georgia’s national strategy for tuberculosis is in line with key requirements of the Global End TB strategy. The strategy intends to fully meet the UNHLM political declaration targets by 2022. The National TB control program with support of the Global Fund mobilizes needed resources for timely detection, treatment and prevention of all forms of TB. We appreciate the opportunity of using the Stop TB partnership’s Global Drug Facility mechanism which allows us to easily access high quality and affordable drugs. Setting up the pharmacovigilance for novel TB drugs was another important milestone accomplished with support of international community since 2015.  Many innovative models have been implemented which resulted in improved outcomes and patients’ experience. I would like to emphasize that engagement of TB survivors, TB effected communities and civil society actors has been a key success factor for the Georgian program over the last few years.
Over the last several years, achievements at a country level has been remarkable. However, for the future progress we need to better understand where do we stand as compared to other countries in the region and globally. We expect that the UN Secretary-General’ Progress Report on TB to be release in September 2020 will allow us for assessing progress towards the UNHLM 2022 targets and seeing clearly where progress is lacking. Countries need high quality data and evidence to plan their responses. The data should come from various sources, including scientific and operational research, programmatic surveillance and monitoring. In order to monitor the implementation and report barriers to access, people effected by TB and civil society partners should be equipped with adequate tools. We welcome implementation of OneImpact, a community-led monitoring tool introduced by the Stop TB Partnership. Beside regular monitoring by TB affected communities, we still need to understand root causes of TB related stigma. The Stop TB Partnership’s TB Stigma Assessment Tool can be used to assess the extent to which and how TB stigma acts as a barrier to both accessing and providing services. 
Over the last decade, Georgia has been a part of various ongoing international studies on novel TB drugs and diagnostics, and one of the early implementers of novel and repurposed TB drugs at a programmatic level. The regulatory environment in the country enables implementation of research initiatives and rapid roll out of innovative approaches in an effective and efficient manner. The Ministry fully supports the Global Strategy for Tuberculosis Research and Innovation and looks forward to facilitating its implementation at a national level. 

I thank you chair!

