Statement on agenda item Epilepsy

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ministry highly appreciates the successful work undertaken by the DG on preparing the report on epilepsy as a significant public health concern related to substantial health care and societal costs. Georgia implements targeted programs for epilepsy diagnoses and management. Anti-seizure drugs are made available at no cost for socially vulnerable groups. Highly qualified specialists have adequate competencies to provide evidence based treatment and care for all in need. Nevertheless, we need to admit that capacity of primary care providers to recognize, refer and adequately manage epilepsy cases is limited. Many interventions, such as improving quality of perinatal services, preventing injuries, immunization and management of obesity, high blood pressure and diabetes which could effectively prevent epilepsy are widely implemented. However, the importance of these intervention in relation to epilepsy prevention is not adequately understood and recognized by health care providers and public. 
We recognize the need for greater advocacy and epilepsy awareness rising at a country level. Greater engagement of primary care providers in adequate case management and timely referral is very important. We welcome international collaboration for building capacity of local neurologists to improve quality of epilepsy care. We intend to further strengthen Electronic Health Records currently implemented by the ministry to make epilepsy data readily available for various providers across the care continuum. Interventions aimed at addressing epilepsy as a public health concerns should be integrated in broader health care policies and service delivery and drug provision programs. Although we support integrated approaches to addressing NCD, developing disease specific and costed epilepsy action plan may help in setting a clear national agenda and mobilizing resources for addressing this problem. The ministry fully supports elevating epilepsy as a public health issue to motivate action and create a more supportive environment for people with epilepsy. 
We welcome to finalization of the WHO technical policy brief on Epilepsy, including a set of essential immediate actions to strengthen country actions against epilepsy and its comorbidities. 
I thank you chair. 

