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Dear Madam, 
 

Accreditation review of the WHO National Polio Laboratory,  
Tbilisi, Georgia, 15–16 April 2020 

 
I have the pleasure to inform you of the forthcoming visit of Dr Eugene Saxentoff, Coordinator of the WHO 
European Regional Polio Laboratory Network, and Dr Ousmane Diop, Global Laboratory Coordinator at 
WHO headquarters, who will carry out on-site accreditation of the WHO National Polio Laboratory at the 
Richard Lugar Centre for Public Health Research of the National Centre for Disease Control and Public Health 
in Tbilisi, Georgia, on 15–16 April 2020. 
 
The accreditation process includes a review of the activities and performance of the laboratory in 2019 and 
early 2020. Moreover, it will provide an opportunity to exchange information and discuss issues related to 
polio surveillance and collaboration with WHO. 
 
I would be grateful for any assistance that you are able to extend to them during their visit to the laboratory 
and wish to thank you for your continued support to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
 
 
Dr Piroska Ӧstlin 
Regional Director a.i. 
 
Copy for information to: 
Ms Tamar Gabunia, First Deputy Minister, National Counterpart, Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied 
Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs, 144, Ak. Tsereteli Ave., 0119 Tbilisi, Georgia 
H.E. Mr Victor Dolidze, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Georgia to the United Nations Office and other 
international organizations in Geneva, Rue Richard-Wagner 1, CH-1202 Genève, Switzerland 
H.E. Mr Gigi Gigiadze, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of Georgia, Kalvebod Brygge 45, 
1560 Copenhagen, Denmark 
Ms Sabine Machl, United Nations Resident Coordinator, UN Development Coordination Office, UN House, 9 Eristavi St., 
0179 Tbilisi, Georgia 
Dr Silviu Domente, WHO Representative and Head of WHO Office, WHO Country Office, Georgia, 81 Barnov Street, Mailing 
address: UN House, 9 Eristavi street, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia 
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