Rehabilitation Personnel’s and Disciplines
Rehabilitation is a set of interventions designed to optimize functioning and reduce disability in individuals with health conditions in interaction with their environment. Health condition refers to disease (acute or chronic), disorder, injury or trauma. A health condition may also include other circumstances such as pregnancy, ageing, stress, congenital anomaly, or genetic predisposition (6). Rehabilitation thus maximizes people’s ability to live, work and learn to their best potential.
Rehabilitation is an essential part of health care, and integral to achieving Universal Health Coverage.  Rehabilitation needs are increasing globally, along with rising prevalence of noncommunicable diseases and ageing populations. National efforts must strengthen the health system to provide rehabilitation so that it is available at all levels of healthcare to everyone whenever needed. 
Rehabilitation personnel include those that can deliver rehabilitation interventions. 
Definition of Rehabilitation personnel: The rehabilitation personnel include rehabilitation doctors, rehabilitation nurses, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech language therapy, prosthetists & orthotists and psychologists. This includes those working in government, private practice and NGO services, where compulsory licensing exists this includes all those currently licensed, and if pertinent known to be in the country.   
It does not include social workers as a significant proportion of their interventions are not rehabilitation interventions. It does not include community rehabilitation trained workers. 
Education Profile of Rehabilitation personnel: 
	Minimum Education of Rehabilitation Personnel’s
	Minimum Years of Training
	Recognition

	Graduate degree / diploma in physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech language therapy, prosthetists & orthotists and psychologists.
	At least 3 years of training 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Education institute should be recognized by National authorities and International Professional Associations (e.g. World Confederation of Physical Therapy; World Federation of Occupational Therapy, International Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics, Standing Liaison Committee of Speech and Language Therapists / Logopedists in the European Union) 

	Post-graduate degree in rehabilitation medicine or Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
	At least two years post-graduate degree in rehabilitation medicine 
	Education institute should be recognized by National authorities and International Society of Physical Medicine Rehabilitation)




