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1.1. [bookmark: _Toc515795018]Description

Since 2005, after introduction of drug addiction therapy, Georgia has managed to expand this service gradually. Initially the Global Fund was fully funding the program. In recent years, this assistance has been decreased progressively and since 1 July 2017, medication financed by the Global Fund as well as treatment services is completely covered by the state budget. 
The State Programe on Addiction provides:

(1) Detoxification treatment for about 1 000 patients per year, offering both in-patient and outpatient treatment.  Detoxification treatment is fully covered through state Addiction program. Currently there are six clinics providing detoxification treatment in Georgia, four of which are based in Tbilisi, one in Khoni (Imereti Region) and one in Batumi (Adjara Region). 

(2) Opioid substitution treatment (OST) was initiated in Georgia in 2005. As of February 2018 OST is provided in Tbilisi and regions including the provision of psychosocial rehabilitation from July 1, 2017. OST is carry out with methadone and buprenorphine (under the formulation of Subutex®) and is fully covered through state Addiction program.

(3) Treatment effectiveness is properly monitored through effectiveness evaluation component. National treatment protocols on OST and detoxification treatment are available since 2016.


1.2. [bookmark: _Toc515795019]Accessibility

All drug addicted Georgian citizens have access to the program. Within the frames of the program, beneficiaries of replacement pharmaceutical products may be foreigners as well who were engaged at the moment of departure in the replacement programs existing abroad. Those who have already undergone drug replacement therapy abroad, should provide translated and notarized medical certificate issued abroad in order to get the same dose in Georgia. While the engagement in the program there is no limit and / or waiting queues – it is free. 

Involvement in the stationary detoxification component is performed by order of sequence, where priority is given to:
· Individuals, who have not used services under the program previously;
· HIV / AIDS infected persons;
· Socially vulnerable families registered with less than 70 000 points;
· 18-25 aged persons;
· Females. 
1.3. Medical Institutions

Getting of stationary detox service is now available (2018) in six clinics; four of them are located in Tbilisi, one in Imereti and one in Batumi.
Drug replacement therapy programs are delivered by the Centre for Mental Health and Prevention of Addiction LTD in Tbilisi (21a, Kavtaradze St.) and in the big cities of Adjara, Kakheti, Shida Kartli, Imereti, Guria, Samegrelo and Zemo Svaneti. Currently 18 OST sites are operating in different regions of Georgia. 
In the country, there are private services of suboxones replacement therapy. It only depends on the desire of the beneficiary whether he/she will be engaged in the state program or would address private service. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1.4. Statistics and budget

In 2018, 10 656 people received services in the frame of the State-funded OST programe, among them 10 512 patients with methadone and 144 patients with buprenorphine therapy. 
Methadone is also available in the State-funded Addiction programe in prisons. 

The budget of the State Programme on Addiction in 2019 is GEL 12 150 000 (EUR  4 050 000) and consists some key components: inpatient detoxification and primary rehabilitation (GEL 3 200 000/EUR 1 066 667); Opioid substitution treatment  (GEL 7 140 000/EUR 2 380 000); provision of substitution medication (GEL 1 054 000/EUR 351 334); effectiveness evaluation component (GEL 120 000/EUR 40 000) and detoxification treatment in prisons (GEL 300 000/EUR 100 000).

