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Introduction

In April 2016, The Government of Georgia and the company "Gilead" signed a long-term agreement on the continuous provision for zero price of the new generation of hepatitis C medicines by Gilead Science Inc., until the elimination of hepatitis C in Georgia.

In August 2016, a long-term strategy for elimination of hepatitis C (2016-2020) was developed to achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating the hepatitis C. Strategy sets forth the following targets, to be reached by 2020: 

· 90% of HCV infected persons will be tested for their infection,

· 95% of people with chronic infection will receive treatment, and 

· 95% of persons receiving treatment will be cured of HCV 

This report reflects the Hep C elimination program progress in November 2019. The report was prepared by the Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia in collaboration with the National Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 
1 Statistics 
1.1 Georgia Hepatitis C Elimination Program Care Cascade, April 28, 2015 –November 30, 2019
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Positive Anti-HCV Test (Total)* 126,992

¥ 96.6%
§ 80.4%
§ 81.9%
Positive for Current HCV Infection 81,257

& 75.8%
Initiated HCV Treatment 64,029

§ 90.9%

Completed 21 Round of Treatment

¥ 95.3%
Eligible for SVR Testing

§ 756%
Tested for SVR

¥ 98.7%
Cured*** 41,412

* Among persons with national ID number; ** Age 2 12 with no mortality data prior to confirmation

*** per-protocol, includes retreatments. Among 42,391 persons tested after their 1 round of treatment, 40,803 (96.3%) achieved SVR

(Including 82.3% for SOF-based regimens, 98.2% for SOF/LED regimens, and 98.2% for SOF/VEL regimens). 1,510 persons were retreated with a 2" round of treatment,
with 94.0% (688/732) of those tested achieving SVR. Overall SVR by Intention-to-Treat analysis: 73.6%





2 Update on programmatic activities
2.1 Information about screening activities 
 Total number of registered screening is 3 427 933
  Total number of positive screening among the registered ones is 171 233 (5.00%)
  Distribution by age and gender among the positive screenings (figures 1 and 2):

2.2. Figure 1. Number of Individuals screened on Hep C and confirmed with the disease per age categories, April 28, 2015 – November 30, 2019
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2.2 Figure 2: Number of individuals screened and found positive on Hep C per gender, April 28, 2015 – November 30, 2019
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2.3 Information about drugs

Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478

Sovaldi bottles delivered to service Providers:  34 586
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Belarus: 1 500
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Armenia: 3 000
Sovaldi bottles remaining in central stock: 393 (validity period is expired, since sovaldi regimens are almost no longer used for treatment in practice)
Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 173 440 
Harvoni bottles delivered to service Providers:  166 129
Harvoni bottles remaining in central stock: 174 (+7137 expired as of April 30th) 
      Total number of disbursed Epclusa bottles: 10 976
Epclusa bottles delivered to service Providers:  10 071
Epclusa bottles remaining in central stock:  905
2.4 Information about Elimination Program Data Management System
· Technical support of screening “STOP C” and Hepatitis C treatment systems is ongoing.
2.5 Other Activities
5th Hepatitis C Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting, November 18-20, 2019 Tbilisi, Georgia

This year, the 5th Hepatitis C Technical Advisory Group meeting was held on November 18-20. TAG meeting became an annual gathering since launch of HCV Elimination Program in Georgia, which aims to evaluate program implementation, achievements, challenges and provide recommendations to the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia.

The meeting was organized by US CDC, Enable Ed in partnership with the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health, Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia and FIND. The meeting brought together about 120 representatives from different sectors, including government representatives, UN and other international organizations, non-governmental and private sector stakeholders, academia and Georgian medical and public health professionals. Twelve experts in the field of viral hepatitis prevention and control served as TAG members. 

The first day of the meeting was dedicated to the scientific sessions, where clinicians and public health experts presented ongoing activities and studies associated with the HCV Elimination Program, in particular: scientific committee activities of the National HCV Elimination Program; Immediate and long-term clinical outcomes of DAA treatment; Evaluation of diagnostics and treatment delivery models both at specialized and non-specialized HCV care settings; progress and challenges in HBV prevention, care and treatment; mother-to-child transmission of viral hepatitis B and C and etc.

The second day of the meeting began with the opening remarks by the First Deputy Minister of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia Dr. Tamar Gabunia; US Chief of Mission Ms. Elizabeth Rood; Vice President, Public Health & Medical Affairs at Gilead Sciences Inc. Ms. Betty Chiang; Director of the Division of Viral hepatitis in the National Center for HIV/AIDS Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention (NCHHSTP) at the US CDC Ms. Carolyn Wester; and Head of WHO National Country Office Mr. Silviu Domente. 

Opening remarks and introduction of the TAG members were followed by the presentation of Dr. Tamar Gabunia on Progress and Challenges of the HCV Elimination program in Georgia during 2015-2019. First Deputy Minister outlined the importance of the implementation of the national HCV Elimination program as the best example of universality and its significant impact on population’s health and well-being. Hepatitis C Elimination programme is considered as an expression of a great political commitment of the Government of Georgia and an example of effective public-private partnership. 
Major highlights from Dr. Gabunia’s presentation:

· HCV Elimination program is a major driver for Health System Strengthening and advancing Public Health Agenda in Georgia, especially for HIV and TB. The program supports the development of other key public health programs such as Safe Blood, Infection Control, Harm Reduction, etc.   
· In almost 4 years of the HCV Elimination Program, Georgia has scaled up the screening and treatment services achieving impressive results - 49% treatment coverage with 98.7% cure rate.
· Enhancing HCV testing and linkage to care and treatment services are critical to reaching the 2020 HCV elimination goals.
· Provision of HCV screening, confirmation, care and treatment services at non-specialized settings nearer to patients’ homes is critical for achieving the elimination goals: Decentralization and integration of HCV/HIV/TB services’ delivery in primary care or harm reduction settings are key strategies to follow.
· Lessons learned from the Georgia elimination program can inform programs in other countries striving to eliminate HCV as a public health threat.
Other main topics discussed during the TAG meeting include HCV Screening activities, quality of HCV diagnostics, HCV laboratory aspect, care and treatment, linkage to care, surveillance, blood safety system, Infection control in health care, non-traditional health care settings etc.

This year, an interesting session on the lessons learned from other countries/nations including Australia, Scotland, and Cherokee Nation was arranged with the aim to demonstrate and share the experience around HCV elimination programs.
In overall, program implementation process has been evaluated positively. Main achievements and challenges outlined during the meeting are as follows: Provision of HCV screening, confirmatory testing, care and treatment services at no-cost at harm reduction and non-specialized settings nearer to patients’ homes had significant impact on program implementation efficiency. Hepatitis C virus cure rate has been increased - Overall SVR is 98.7%. By integration of HCV/HIV/TB screening activities the number of persons screened is increasing though, the linkage to care among general population and PWIDs remains the main challenge. The government is committed to continue and further intensify its efforts towards three equally important directions: prevention of HCV, treatment of HCV and patient’s education/stigma breaking through different communication campaigns in order to achieve target 90-95-95 by 2020.

TAG members appreciated the actions undertaken by Georgian side on their recommendations from 2018. According to their assessment in each segment of the program, tangible progress has been made. 

The main proposed actions/next steps outlined during the meeting are as follows:
1) Improve HCV Surveillance and Program Effectiveness;
2) Identify Persons Infected with HCV;

3) Link Persons with HCV Infection;

4) Provide HCV Care and Treatment;

5) Promote Advocacy, Awareness, Education, and Partnerships for HCV-associated Resource Mobilization;

6) Prevent HCV Transmission: Harm Reduction through prevention and treatment;

7) Prevent HCV Transmission: Blood Safety;

8) Prevent HCV Transmission: Infection Control in Healthcare, Non-traditional Healthcare, and Community Settings;

9) Improve HCV Laboratory Diagnostics.

Visitors from CDC Office of Director 

US CDC team - Mr. Mitch Wolfe, Chief Medical Officer; Ms. Katherine Robinson, Director of the Global Health Coordination Unit and Chuck Vitek, Principal Deputy Director in Division of Global HIV & TB visited Georgia with the purpose to discuss the regional office establishment. There were a series of meetings with WHO, NCDC, Ministry, WRAIR and CDC South Caucasus Staff. The meetings aimed to gain perspective from the different teams regarding the regional office establishment.

The website for the Georgia Centre of Excellence
As a part of the EASL – International Liver Foundation Centre of Excellence grant, a website for the Georgia Centre of Excellence is under development. The website templates were provided and will be finalized soon.
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