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Introduction

In April 2016, The Government of Georgia and the company "Gilead" signed a long-term agreement on the continuous provision for zero price of the new generation of hepatitis C medicines by Gilead Science Inc., until the elimination of hepatitis C in Georgia.

In August 2016, a long-term strategy for elimination of hepatitis C (2016-2020) was developed to achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating the hepatitis C. Strategy sets forth the following targets, to be reached by 2020: 

· 90% of HCV infected persons will be tested for their infection,

· 95% of people with chronic infection will receive treatment, and 

· 95% of persons receiving treatment will be cured of HCV 

This report reflects the Hep C elimination program progress in December 2019. The report was prepared by the Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia in collaboration with the National Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 
1 Statistics 
1.1 Georgia Hepatitis C Elimination Program Care Cascade, April 28, 2015 –December 31  2019
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Positive Anti-HCV Test (Total)* 128,799

¥ 96.5%
Positive Anti-HCV Test (Tx eligible)** 124,312

§ 80.4%
Tested for HCV RNA or Core Antigen 100,844
§ 81.8%
Positive for Current HCV Infection 82,486
§ 78.2%
Initiated HCV Treatment 64,537
¥ 92.2%
Completed 21 Round of Treatment 59,485
§ os9%
Eligible for SVR Testing 56,447

§ 757%
Tested for SVR 42,734

¥ 98.7%
Cured*** 42,194

* Among persons with national ID number; ** Age 2 12 with no mortality data prior to confirmation

*** per-protocol, includes retreatments. Among 43,148 persons tested after their 1 round of treatment, 41,548 (96.3%) achieved SVR

(Including 82.3% for SOF-based regimens, 98.2% for SOF/LED regimens, and 98.1% for SOF/VEL regimens). 1,552 persons were retreated with a 2" round of treatment,
with 94.2% (729/774) of those tested achieving SVR. Overall SVR by Intention-to-Treat analysis: 73.6%





2 Update on programmatic activities
2.1 Information about screening activities 
 Total number of registered screening is 3 566 897
  Total number of positive screening among the registered ones is 175 156 (4.91%)
  Distribution by age and gender among the positive screenings (figures 1 and 2):

2.2. Figure 1. Number of Individuals screened on Hep C and confirmed with the disease per age categories, April 28, 2015 – December 31, 2019
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2.2 Figure 2: Number of individuals screened and found positive on Hep C per gender, April 28, 2015 – December 31, 2019
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2.3 Information about drugs

Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478

Sovaldi bottles delivered to service Providers:  34 586
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Belarus: 1 500
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Armenia: 3 000
Sovaldi bottles remaining in central stock: 393 (validity period is expired, since sovaldi regimens are almost no longer used for treatment in practice)
Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 173 440 
Harvoni bottles delivered to service Providers:  166 207
Harvoni bottles remaining in central stock: 96 (+7137 expired as of April 30th , 2018) 
      Total number of disbursed Epclusa bottles: 10 976
Epclusa bottles delivered to service Providers:  10 976
Epclusa bottles remaining in central stock:  0
2.4 Information about Elimination Program Data Management System
· Technical support of screening “STOP C” and Hepatitis C treatment systems is ongoing.
2.5 Other Activities
March Workshop 

The suggested date for March workshop is March 16-17 or 17-18th with the focus on the development of the work plan for 2021 and later. The concept, format and agenda will be prepared in collaboration with US CDC.
The website for the Georgia Centre of Excellence

As a part of the EASL – International Liver Foundation Centre of Excellence grant, a website for the Georgia Centre of Excellence is under development. The point of contact for the website will be defined either from the Ministry or NCDC.
Additional funding for decentralization
Funding for the facility upgrades is one of the main barriers for medical facilities enrollment in HCV treatment decentralization program. US government, EUCOM (European Command), is providing support through a donation of equipment, which can assist the government to accelerate expansion of decentralization services. US Embassy in Georgia, Bilateral Affairs Office of Defense Cooperation has confirmed that they are purchasing the types of equipment separately. Currently, all computers have been purchased and are at the Embassy; Hand over procedure will be conducted soon. Other equipment will be coming in over the next couple of months. 
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