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The performance of health system and its ability to provide services to all without risk of financial hardship must be a fundamental priority. Universal Health Coverage - a fundamental priority for all to access effective health-care services, reducing financial hardship, and improving health outcomes.

The strong political will pledged of Government to improving social and health status of the Georgian population was translated into launching of The Universal Health Care Program in 2013, which has led to a major expansion in population entitlement to publicly financed health services, from 29% to over 90% of the population. The progress is notable. Out of pocket expenses on health and likelihood of impoverishment due to out-of-pocket payments have reduced by 25%, and satisfaction of the population.

In May 2017 new criteria for differentiation of beneficiaries according to revenues has been implemented for provision of more needs-oriented services and development of "social justice" approach, reducing inequalities within the health system. 

Georgia is committed to Universal Health Care and determined to build on recent successes. In order to further move towards progressive universalism, we are committed to expand access to essential medicines especially for major NCDs which is one of the main preconditions of poverty. Over 600 000 people most in need, will receive coverage with these essential medicines through the primary health care settings. These policies support our efforts to strengthen primary health care system and improve health outcomes related to non-communicable diseases in Georgia, contribute to achieving NCD targets and SDG health goal.  

Achieving Universal Health Coverage is an ambitious goal that could be and must be achieved to create a healthier and more equitable world. We have an honor to present in details our flagship - Hepatitis C elimination program implemented by the Ministry with support of our international partners US CDC, WHO and pharmaceutical company Gilead Sciences Inc since 2015. In last 4 years, more than 2 mill person were screened and over 7000 enrolled in the program and over 54000 completed the treatment with free high-quality Hepatitis C drugs - Harvoni, provided by the pharmaceutical company Gilead Sciences. We have over 98.6% treatment success rate.

Over the last five years Georgia has made a significant progress in fight against HIV and TB. As for Malaria, the country was declared as Malaria free in 2011 and we only deal with a few number of imported cases individually. Substantial increase in access to quality TB and HIV services allowed for dramatic remarkable improvements in terms of stabilizing the spread and improving treatment outcomes. 

As for HIV, the National HIV Treatment Program in Georgia is recognized by the international experts as one of the best in the region as it provides universal access to HIV prevention, diagnostics and treatment and ensures high coverage of target populations. 

Finally, towards achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development - leaving no one behind, I want to highlight our sharper focus on innovative approaches for improving maternal and child health, and reproductive health. Georgia has made a steady progress in health outcomes for mothers and children.  The emphasis we are having is not only on increasing access to care, but also on improving quality of care provided to women and children through services regionalization, quality and effectiveness of care measurement, and better regulations. 

I hope that active discussions and right identification of priorities in health care will significantly contribute to further development of the UHC concept in order to improve the health level of people around the world.

Thank you for your attention!
