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Mr. Chair, 

Director-General, 

Members of the Executive Board, 

Colleagues,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

[Alignment paragraph]

The EU and its Member States recognise the importance of the Convention on Biodiversity  and the Nagoya Protocol, on access to genetic resources and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their utilization, EU is a Party to both of these instruments. 

The Protocol originated from discussions under the Convention on Biodiversity  and is most typically governed by the environmental ministries. The national implementation of the Protocol may however have implications on public health, also beyond the countries that are Parties of the Protocol.

For public health, it is essential to share pathogens and their gene sequences internationally, not only in health emergencies but also for routine surveillance and epidemics. In an outbreak situation, any obstacle in sharing procedures may cause serious delay in response, including access to diagnostics, medicines and vaccines. Thus, we expect the survey on the implementation of the Protocol carried out currently by the Secretariat will help us to address the magnitude of this risk. 

There are public health relevant issues to be discussed in a Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity and Conference of the Parties serving as Meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol in Kunming China in October this year, such as digital sequence information and ABS specialized international instruments. 

With regard to the first one, genetic sequences of pathogens are used routinely in diagnostics, treatment and surveillance of communicable diseases. The rapid development of molecular biology methods predicts enormous advances in this area, including in addressing AMR. Limited access to the genetic sequences of pathogens could either slow down this development, or even halt it. 

With regard to the second one, the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol will discuss the criteria to be met by “specialized” international access and benefit sharing instruments, which, according to Article 4 of the Protocol, will take precedence over the Nagoya Protocol. These discussions are of relevance and importance for WHO PIP Framework, which could be seen as –- a “specialized” instrument. 

The EU and its Member States therefore encourage Health Ministries in all countries that are Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and that are Parties to the Nagoya Protocol to contribute to development of national or regional positions for COP and COP-MOP. We also look forward to learning of the results of the current survey carried out by the Secretariat in this regard
Furthermore, we call on the Secretariat to continue collaboration with the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

Finally, the EU supports continued discussions on this matter at the 73 WHA.
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