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EU Statement

Mr. Chair, 

Director-General, 

Members of the Executive Board, 

Colleagues,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

[ALIGNMENT PARAGRAPH]

The EU is in general supportive of establishing guidelines for written statements. We thank the Secretariat for updating the draft guidelines as requested by Member States during the last EB session.

We also appreciate the efforts to maintain the debate in the Governing Bodies as the sole official forum of exchange of views between the Member States and keep the online posting procedure only as an auxiliary tool. We agree that the goal of written statements should be to stimulate debate or complement oral statements, as highlighted in paragraph 1 of the draft guidelines.

Furthermore, the EU and its Member States commend efforts to avoid politicization of debates through posting the statements online. In this context, we also consider it crucial that the system for submitting written statements is designed in a way that helps to avoid attribution of Member States’ statements to WHO or to mistake them for WHO statements.

In order to avoid possible problems that may arise from not providing translation, as well as for the purpose of wider understanding of the message, the EU would favour adding in the guidelines that Member States, may provide written statements in any of the six WHO official languages and are encouraged to provide a translation in at least one more official language.

The EU and its Member States support the idea of a 2-year trial period for the proposed guidelines. We understand this is the time when any amendments to the draft might be introduced.  

Thank you.
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