Request to include the item into the Agenda of the 72 WHA
“Further actions to address the global burden of epilepsy and its health and social implications at the country level”

Epilepsy accounts for a significant proportion of the world’s disease burden, affecting over 50 million people worldwide. 
Epilepsy carries an overall increased risk of premature mortality
Epilepsy is associated with mental health conditions (e.g. depression, anxiety) and other comorbidities, which are acknowledged as noncommunicable diseases and constitute one of the WHO priorities. 
Epilepsy is overwhelming not only for the people who have it, but also for their care partner and family members.
Epilepsy is the only one fully treatable chronic neurological illness, with appropriate diagnosis and treatment as many as 70% of people with epilepsy can be free of seizures and return to a happy and productive life.
In 2015 the World Health Assembly (WHA) approved unanimously Resolution 68.20 on the “Global Burden of Epilepsy and the Need for Coordinated Action at the Country Level to Address its Health, Social and Public Knowledge Implications”, and report on its implementation has been presented in 2018. However:
· Epilepsy still has major economic implications for individuals and for society. In Europe alone,  its annual cost of  is estimated at EUR 20 billion (over US$ 23 billion).
· Still an access to effective anti-seizure treatment is lacking for the majority of  people with epilepsy, particularly in low and middle income countries, where up to 80% of people with epilepsy lives.  Treatment gap there is close to  90%, higher in rural versus urban areas.
· The discrimination and social stigma that surround epilepsy worldwide are often more difficult to overcome than the seizures themselves.  
Major gaps in awareness, diagnosis and treatment are devastating the lives of millions of people with epilepsy throughout the world. These gaps can be addressed readily through a highly cost-effective, multisectoral coordinated action plan.

Georgia is supporting the Request to include the item : 
“Further actions to address the global burden of epilepsy and its health and social implications at the country level”
into the Agenda of the 72 World Health Assembly  in order to:
· develop a “Global action plan  for epilepsy”
· [bookmark: _GoBack]prepare a new report on the implementation of the WHA Resolution 68.20, to be discussed  at the 74th WHA in 2021
