Pillar 1. To develop social support and solidarity system

Improve support to persons with disabilities by developing functional/social model of assessing and granting disability status in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities

Following the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Georgia is obliged to implement a fundamental reform of the system for granting a disability status, in accordance with the principles of the above-mentioned Convention and instead of the existing medical model of medical-social expertise, create a mechanism, that will follow the principles of the social model, which includes the individual functional assessment and delivery of improved services and benefits tailored to the needs of the person.
 
In February 2019, Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from Occupied Territories,  Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, UNICEF Partner Organization in Ajara - the Association of Social workers and Medical Institutions in order to replace existing medical model of social-medical expertise with the social model and identifying the individual need for people with disabilities. On the basis of this Memorandum, the cooperation implies piloting assessment of functional abilities and social needs of children and adults with disabilities in the Autonomous Republic of Adjara.

At the same time, a tool has been selected for the evaluation of adult persons with disabilities (Disability Assessment Schedule 2.0 (WHODAS 2.0)) as a result of intensive consultations with ICF experts of the World Health Organization (WHO) for the implementation of the biopsychosocial model, but MDS (Model Disability Survey) - for the children under 18.

The document is a draft version of the child function assessment of the instrument, which was developed by the World Health Organization questionnaire -Model Disability Survey - as a result of the modification. This tool needs to be standardized at this stage, which is being implemented by the “Association for Educational Policy and Research” within the relevant project. 

At the same time, on April 8th of 2019 the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia with the assistance of UNICEF and local authorities in support of the disability evaluation has started the implementation of the pilot of a new methodology and system for determining the status  in the authorized medical institutions for medical-social expertise of Adjara region after the completion of assessment of functional specialists and managers in the training and selection process.
 
A pilot project is also planned to be implemented in the Samtskhe-Javakheti region within the framework of the technical support provided by the French Development Agency and with the support of local authorities. To this end, a meeting was held between the parties in May this year, as well as several informational and working meetings were held at the Ministry to discuss the Pilot Action Plan, organizational / methodological issues for its implementation, ability to use/implement the functional assessment tools for disabilities and translate them into Armenian and Russian.
The forms of joint plans and cooperation have been developed and relevant activities have been launched at this stage. The situational analysis has been made of the region and the functional evaluation specialists are selected. The working on the legislative changes is planned after the assessment of the mid-term and final results of the pilot.

The Memorandum of understanding was signed on 7th of November 2019 in the municipality of Akhaltsikhe between the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, Expertise of France, Georgian Association of Social Workers, Akhaltsikhe Referral Hospital (Medical Corporation Evex), Akhalkalaki Hospital (Medical Corporation Evex) and Imedi Clinic. 
With the signing of this memorandum, the pilot project in Samtskhe-Javakheti region has started in order to improve the support for persons with disabilities (PWD) by developing functional-social model of assessing and granting the disability status in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. This pilot aims at improving life and socio-economic integration of PWD and is financed through the French Development Agency (AFD) and provides French expertise on PWD policies and assessment methodology from partner agency Expertise France. 
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Implement the second phase of deinstitutionalization
Currently the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia is working on the amendment of the Government Resolution No. 66 of January 15, 2014 on “Technical Regulations - Standards for Child Care”. 
The changes include the specifics of a specialized family home for children with severe and profound disabilities or health problems and a shelter for homeless children. At this stage, changes to the standard have been developed and we are making the final agreement with the relevant organizations.

