Annex 2
Impact Evaluation of the Targeted Social Assistance programme on the wellbeing of children and their families

Background
UNICEF together with the Ministry of IDPs from Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia is carrying out an impact evaluation of the targeted social assistance program. The aim of the evaluation is to assess the effect of the program on the wellbeing of children and their families, especially on early childhood development, poverty, health and education, as well as potential work disincentives for the adults. Furthermore, the effect of the child benefits and child food vouchers will be evaluated to establish which of these mechanisms have the highest impact on child wellbeing. For this purpose, UNICEF has hired “Econometria Consultores”.
The impact evaluation consists of several components and envisages both qualitative and quantitative stages. At the inception phase, the methodology of the evaluation was defined. The next phase is about analyzing the data to be collected through in-depth interviews, focus groups and a household survey.
Methodology 
The targeted social assistance program is based on the eligibility score that is defined through the proxy means test (PMT). Five different thresholds are used in the program with different amount of cash assistance assigned to each. The higher the score the lower is the cash benefit. Child benefits are exception as they are defined at 50 GEL for each child under 16 years of age living in families whose PMT score is less than 100 000. To assess the impact on each group, it is decided to use Fuzzy Regression Discontinuity Design (FRDD). The present method compares households just above and below the threshold. For example, in case of 100 000 score, families with scores of 99 999, 99 998, 99 997 (those families that receive child benefits in amount of 50 GEL for each child) will be compared with families with scores of 100 001, 100 002, 100 003, the control group. The latter do not receive child benefits. FRDD also allows for controlling for other statistically significant variables and is a golden standard when evaluating the impact of proxy means tested programs. 
The families for the household survey will be selected from the database of socially unprotected families in view of the personal data protection protocols. 
The sample size considers the fact that for statistically significant results, it is necessary to select sufficient number of families above and below each threshold. Also, since part of child benefits are delivered in form of food vouchers, families in certain municipalities receive only cash assistance and the rest - cash assistance and food vouchers. Therefore, the response was defined at 7200 registered families with children. The 20% of non-response rate is anticipated to such household surveys, thus 8640 families will be selected for the field work. 

Field work activities
To collect information for the impact evaluation, it is necessary for the National Statistics Office of Georgia (Geostat) to carry out the household survey fieldwork. 
The Geostat is responsible for the following: 
· Development of the survey questionnaire and the manual
· Testing of the questionnaire
· Sampling of households
· Recruitment of fieldwork personnel
· Training of the fieldwork personnel
· Development of the CAPI software for data collection
· Conducting of the fieldwork
· Conducting of the fieldwork monitoring
· Data cleaning
· Data weighting
· Data processing
· Writing of the technical and financial reports
Timeline of the activities
· 2019 September-October – questionnaire finalization
· 2019 September- October – recruitment of fieldwork personnel
· 2019 October – fieldwork training
· 2019 November -December – fieldwork
· 2019 November- 2020 February – data cleaning, weighting, processing
· During the grant period developing technical and financial proposals as per agreed timeline
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