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· The Government of Georgia expresses its gratitude to the UNHCR for its invaluable assistance in providing durable solutions for the displaced populations, and enhancing institutional capacity of the state agencies in addressing the problems of the displaced. 
· We are also grateful for the work of the UNHCR Regional Office and are highly committed to continuing our fruitful cooperation. 
Internally Displaced Persons in Georgia:
· The Government of Georgia spares no effort to ensure Durable Housing Solutions (DHS) for IDPs and to facilitate their integration into society.
· In this regard, the Ministry carries out multiple accommodation programs including Mortgage Loan Repayment program and Rural Housing program, where along with housing IDPs get arable land they can use for their livelihoods. It also purchases living spaces from construction companies and private owners for IDPs in different regions of Georgia and transfers the living spaces into their private ownership. In addition, the Ministry provides financial assistance and covers rent costs for vulnerable IDP families. 
· As a result, out of 282,633 IDPs (90,002 families), 114,139 (39,780 families (44%)) had received durable housing. However, the scale of housing needs remains high.
· The Government has carried out numerous activities in order to support integration of IDPs. Since 2009, IDPs can privatize their living spaces and consequently, they have a sense of security and motivation to integrate in the places of their settlement. Secondly, in the process of allocation of housing, IDPs can choose where they want to be settled, hence, they have less obstacles with integration. 
· Regardless of state efforts to accommodate IDPs (state budget for IDP accommodation has doubled in recent years), and assistance of donor organizations, the Government of Georgia cannot manage to solve IDP housing problem without the assistance of international partners.
· Since 2015, after the Livelihood Action Plan was adopted with the support of UNHCR, the Ministry works towards increasing livelihood opportunities for IDPs by implementing different livelihood programs.
IDP allowance reform
· IDPs have a choice to apply for the Targeted Social Assistance, as non-IDP population, or opt for the “IDP monthly allowance”, which they receive according to their status, based on the “Law of Georgia on Internally Displaced Persons”. The Government of Georgia agrees with the recommendation of the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of IDPs about the necessity to transition from the status based IDP assistance to the needs-based assistance. 
· The process of consultations with IDPs and other stakeholders in order to elaborate a new model of IDP assistance is ongoing. 
Specific activities related to Sustainable Development Goals (SDG):
· Closing all collapsing collective buildings where IDPs reside and resettle those IDPs;
· Accommodating at least 10,000 IDP families under durable housing program by 2030;
· Providing Georgian language courses to refugees or humanitarian status holders under 18;
· Within the framework of an Integration Center, implement educational programs and ensure the involvement of international protection holders (adults).
Asylum seekers, refugees and humanitarian status holders:
· UNHCR has played very important role in setting up the integration center, which increases integration opportunities for persons in need of international protection. 
· Integration program in Georgia guarantees the right of their social, economic, and cultural integration. They have access to accommodation, health, pre-school and school education, free legal aid and other state services.
· The Government has active cooperation with UNHCR regarding provision of socio-economic assistance to refugees and humanitarian status holders. In this regard, we are grateful for all the support we had received from the UNHCR’s Regional Office.
· We achieved notable success through the cooperation with UNHCR and I hope that we can continue this cooperation on critical issues related to the displaced people in Georgia.
