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THE PILOT PROJECT ON THE DISSABILITY ASSESSMENT STARTED IN THE SAMTSKHE-JAVAKHETI REGION IN THE FRAME OF THE PROJECT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO SOCIAL WELFARE
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Today the memorandum of understanding between the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, Expertise France, Georgian Association of Social Workers, Akhaltsikhe Referral Hospital (Medical Corporation Evex), Akhalkalaki Hospital (Medical Corporation Evex) and Imedi Clinic in Akhaltsikhe signed in the municipality of Akhaltsikhe. 
With the signing of this memorandum, the pilot project in Samtskhe Javakheti region started in order to improve the support for persons with disabilities (PWD) by developing functional-social model of assessing and granting the disability status in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. This pilot aims at improving life and socio-economic integration of PWD and is financed through the French Development Agency (AFD) and provides French expertise on PWD policies and assessment methodology from partner agency Expertise France. 
The preparatory exchanges have been held with the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs, local public authorities in Samtskhe Javakheti region, UNICEF and key civil society actors. Various meetings were organized between Georgian and French partners, which helped for the fine-tuning of the project methodology regarding assessment of handicap and to define the situation in Samtskhe Javakheti region. In the frame of this pilot project, the collection of relevant data will be ensured by the partner – Georgian Association of Social Workers. Based on received data, different experts will provide recommendations and analysis for the improvement of the disability model in Georgia. 
The Georgian Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs has started an international cooperation with support of AFD (French Development Agency). This technical assistance project „Social welfare in Georgia” is implementing by French international cooperation institution „Expertise France” since 1st of April 2019. The aim of the technical assistance is to provide for the Ministry of Internally displaced persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs and its partners tools and assistance in the field of the disability assessment, improvement of the mental health, management of the health-related costs and support for the optimization of resources allocated to internally displaced persons’ needs. The project will last until 1 of April 2021.

 

