Policies and Measures in Response to COVID-19 (Related to Informal and Self-Employed Workers) 

1. Tax relief (including measures related to social insurance contributions)
· The minimum amount of social tax has been reduced to 50% of the calculated base amount per month for individual entrepreneurs from 1 April to 1 October 2020. (Uzbekistan)
· All taxes on SMEs except for VAT have been deferred for the next 6 months. (Russian Federation)
· Contributions to social insurance funds have been deferred for microbusinesses. (Russian Federation)
· Social insurance contributions by SME have been cut by from 30% to 15%.  This reduction applies to the portion of salary above minimum wage. For those making minimum wage or less for some reason, the rate remains 30%. The reduced rate was introduced not only as an anti-crisis measure but also to create a long-term incentive for employers to increase wages. (Russian Federation)
· The deadline for the submission of reports by SMEs regarding taxes and social contributions has been postponed until October 1, 2020. (Kyrgyzstan)

2. Financial support
· The coverage of state benefits (worth one minimum wage) will be expanded. People who were officially employed, self-employed, or informally employed will receive 42,500 tenge (approx. 95 USD). (Kazakhstan)
· Loan rescheduling for self-employed people has begun. Bank loans to SMEs and microbusinesses will be deferred for the next 6 months. (Russian Federation)
· Soft lending programmes (loans with below-market interest rates) have been expanded for SMEs. The government has capitalized regional microfinance entities to provide the maximum number of SMEs with soft loans. (Russian Federation)
· Financial institutions will provide targeted low-interest loans (no interest for the first 2 years and 12% for the 3rd year) to SMEs in sectors such as manufacturing, transportation and storage economy, healthcare, and tourism. (Armenia)
· A lump-sum grant is provided to businesses with 2 to 50 employees, to support their wage payment. (Armenia)
Formula to calculate the amount of the lump-sum grant: AS = (TR:NE) * (NE:5)
AS: amount of the support provided by the state 
TR: total remuneration of the employees 
NE: number of the employees 
The formula of (NE:5) shall be rounded down.
· Lump-sum financial support will be provided for employees and private sector entrepreneurs working in “affected areas” such as i) hotels and similar services; ii) catering services; iii) tourism services; iv) barbershops and beauty salons; v) retail business (except those selling food, tobacco, medicine and alcohol drinks)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lump-sum financial support will be in the amount of:
1.	Equal to 50% of average monthly salary (based on salaries of January and February) but not less of the size of the minimum wage established for the Country, in case if average monthly salary of the employee was higher than minimum wage of the Country.
2.	Equal to the average monthly salary of the employee if it was less than the minimum wage of the Country.
3.	For the private entrepreneur support will be provided in the amount of equal to 10% of turnover of 4th quarter of last year but not more than double size of minimum wage.
· State cash support has been provided for SMEs. (Norway)
Formula to calculate the amount of the cash support: 
Compensation = reduction in monthly income in percent X (regular costs - deductible) X factor 0,9 or 0,8; 
Deductible = NOK 10 000 is used for businesses which do not have to close down. Is approx 1/4 of brutto salary in service sector;
Factor 0,9 for companies locked down by state order; 0,8 for the rest of companies.) 

3. Provision of business opportunities
· The government will expand the list of categories of citizens eligible to receive staple food and household kits free of charge. Local SMEs will be involved in producing and delivering these kits. (Kazakhstan)

4. Postponement of inspections
· A moratorium has been imposed on inspections of SMEs, including tax and customs inspections. (Russian Federation)

5. Support for entrepreneurship
· Additional business development support will be provided. (Uzbekistan)
