13th EU-GEORGIA HR DIALOGUE

Brussels/VTC, 2 July 2020

Detailed draft agenda 


	11 :00- 11 :15

	
Opening of discussions (15 min)
	Richard Tibbels, Head of Division, Eastern Partnership Bilateral, EEAS

Vakhtang  Makharoblishvili, Head of Delegation, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 


	
	1. Human rights policy developments and priorities since the previous round of the HR dialogue (lead- EU)

EU Points:
1. Welcome work done by Georgia on human rights during Covid-19
2. EU Would provide own overview of work done by Union during Covid-19
3. EU Providing own insight what key human rights developments took place in EU since last EU-Georgia HRD
	Richard Tibbels, Head of Division, Eastern Partnership Bilateral, EEAS

Vakhtang Makharoblishvili,  Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 


	
	2. Strengthening of national mechanisms of implementation of HR instruments(lead– GEO)

EU Points: 
1. Expressing EU’s support for Public Defender
2. Underlining importance to further strengthen Georgia’s Public Defender’s Office
3. Welcome Georgia’s State Inspector Service
4. Welcome work done by MIA Department for Human Rights
	
Lela Akiashvili, Human Rights Secretariat of GoG; Nino Gakharia, Ministry of Internal Affairs; 

	

	3. Human rights situation in the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali Region/ South Ossetia including rights of Internally Displaced Persons (lead – GEO)

EU Points:
1. Reconfirm support for Georgia’s territorial integrity
2. Share concerns on human rights in occupied territories
3. Underline key challenges – borderization, closing of crossing points.
4. Importance of rights of IDPS, including their rights to property deprived
5. Express concerns over hostility towards mother tongue education in occupied territories
6. Raising issue of Covid-19 linked with occupation, importance of engagement of Georgia to provide assistance to occupied regions.
7. Underline need for economic empowerment of IDPs
8. Note that more engagement is needed for conflict resolution
On this agenda item, representative of EUSR of South Caucasus will join. 

	Vakhtang  Makharoblishvili, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Tamar Kochoradze, Office of the State Minister for Reconciliation and Civic Equality; David Pheikrishvili, Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs;
 

	
	4. Elections and electoral framework (lead- GEO)

EU Points:
1. Discuss new Constitutional amendments 
2. Underline that EU is against political polarization
3. Welcome the 8th of March agreement reached between political groups.
4. Stress need to avoid politics in judicial proceedings.
5. Underline importance of good thorough preparation for Parliamentary elections.
6. Highlight campaign environment and need to keep it peaceful as possible, avoid pressure on voters, importance of inclusion of women and minorities.
7. Importance of following/fulfilling OSCE/ODHIR Recommendations
	Nikoloz Samkharadze, Parliament of Georgia ;
Central Election Commission


	
	Lunch break
	

	
	5. Freedom and pluralism of media (lead-EU)

EU Points:
1. Welcome pluralistic media environment in 2020 in Georgia, noting different rankings where Georgia positively advanced.
2. Express concern that there still are certain cases of some media outlets having difficulties, including case of Adjara TV. 
3. Underline that free and pluralistic environment for media is encouraged.
4. Highlight crucial importance of freedom of expression and freedom of information. 
5. Underline importance of independence of public broadcaster as well as its editorial board. 
6. EU welcomes establishing of new media outlets
7. EU positively evaluates Georgian media coverage during Covid-19


	Georgian National Communications Commission? ; Ministry of Justice;  

	
	6. Situation of minorities, including anti-discrimination policy (lead- GEO)

EU Points:
1. EU will inquire what is done for protection from violence for LGBTI and minorities. In addition, what measures are taken for their social inclusion
2. EU will underline key challenges for gender discrimination, such as equal pay for women. 
3. EU will welcome amendments to anti-discrimination law.
4. EU will praise MIA Department for Human Rights for work done for LGBTI
5. EU will inquire LGBT related challenges – cases of discrimination, investigations launched, services available for them and state of rights during Covid-19 pandemic. Certain cases on LGBTI will be chosen to ask more questions about, but selection still in progress which cases will it be. 

	Tina Gogeliani, Office of the State Minister for Reconciliation and Civic Equality; Kakha Khandolishvili, Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports; Nino Gakharia, Ministry of Internal Affairs; 


	
	Break
	

	
	7. Overall Implementation of the Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan in particular regarding:


a. Gender (including violence against women) (lead – GEO)
EU Points:
1. EU welcomes progress made by Georgia on violence against women
2. EU will welcome Equality Chapter of Action Plan on Human Rights
3. EU will inquire about reporting of domestic violence, empowering measures for women taken by government, situation concerning equal pay. 
4. EU Welcomes broadening of mandate of Public Defender of Georgia in this regard. 
5. EU will inquire about Istanbul Convention and how Georgia is progressing after ratification
6. EU will inquire about gender equality after 2020 and plans of Georgian government
7. EU will inquire what is being done to promote gender equality on municipal level
8. EU will inquire about work of Interagency Commission on Gender Equality

 During this agenda item, Special Advisor to HRVP on Gender Equality, H.E. Mara Marinaki will join. 

b. Rights of the child (including juvenile justice) (lead – GEO)

EU Points:
1. EU will welcome Children’s Rights Code adopted by Georgia
2. EU will underline importance of poverty reduction for children, protection of children invulnerable situations, protection from violence and children living on streets. 
3. EU will inquire about resources and plans concerning children’s educational programs
4. EU will inquire about implementation of juvenile justice code, work done by Georgia and how it has positively affected rights of children.
5. EU will encourage further enhancing maternity care
6. EU will inquire what’s being done to raise public awareness on children’s rights
7. EU will inquire progress on de-institutionalization reform and aid provided to children with disabilities. 
8. EU will call to more effectively combat child labor in Georgia 


c. Labor Rights (lead-Geo)
EU Points:
1. EU will inquire on AA implementation in relation to trade unions rights
2. EU will take note of ongoing work to amend labor code and need to address gaps in accordance with international standards
3. EU will express welcome adoption of occupational safety law and underline existing challenges still in construction industry
4. EU welcomes strengthening of labor inspection department, expenditure of its staff and ongoing works to establish as independent entity with extended mandate
5. EU will stress importance of supervision of working conditions as part of AA commitment 
6. Encourage Georgia to keep working closely with ILO
EU Commission DG Employment representative will join for this point. 

d. Prevention of Ill-Treatment (lead-EU)
EU Points:
1. EU welcomes progress in Georgia to combat torture and ill-treatment and would like more information about implementation of human rights action plan in this particular area. 
2. EU will ask how Istanbul Convention Protocol is being implemented
3. EU will inquire about state inspector and budget allocation for effective implementation of its competences. 
4. EU will ask about state of referred cases by Public Defender to State Prosecutor on ill-treatment, if it’s investigated.
5. EU will ask about treatment of victims of torture. 
6. EU will inquire about aftermath of COE CAT 2018 report that stated situation was satisfactory overall but shortcomings on mental healthcare facility. 

e. Freedom of Assembly (lead-EU)
EU Points:
1. EU will welcome freedom of assembly in Georgia but express concern regarding LGBT.
2. EU will inquire about investigations launched after 2019 June demonstrations.
3. EU will express concerns about restrictions experienced by LGBT community to exercise freedom of assembly

4. Rights of Persons with Disabilities  (lead -EU)
EU Points:
1. EU will call on Georgia to further strengthen protection of people with disabilities and to designate state coordination body. 
2. EU will inquire about rehabilitation measures available to persons with disabilities and measures available for people with mental disabilities. 
3. EU will express concerns about Georgia’s psychiatric institutions. 



	Public Defender’s Office (5 min on each item)



Lela  Akiashvili, Human Rights Secretariat of GoG 



































Parliament;
Ministry of Justice;

Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs 

























Parliament ?;	Comment by Lika Klimiashvili: პარლამენტიდან უნდა იყვნენ, as far as MPs initiated amendments to the Labour Code
Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs 



















State Inspector’s Service;
Ministry of Justice

















Nino Gakharia, Ministry of Internal Affairs








Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs 











	
	8. Preparation of the new Strategy on Human Rights and Action Plan – priorities and state of play (lead – GEO)

EU Points:
1. EU will inquire about new human rights action plan – preparation, priorities and state of play.
2. EU will support Georgia with its new human rights foreign affairs program during implementation of new action plan. 


	Lela Akiashvili, Human Rights Secretariat of GoG

	

	9. Cooperation in international fora for the protection of human rights (lead - GEO)

EU Points:
1. EU will inquire about Georgia’s Council of Europe Presidency – main achievements
2. EU will inquire about cooperation with Prosecutor and Register of ICC
3. EU will ask about updates on ICC Georgia investigation
4. EU will welcome Georgia’s good alignment with EU’s positions and encourage to further step up
5. EU welcomes fruitful cooperation of Georgia with High Commission on National Minorities of OSCE 
6. EU will explore further cooperation possibilities in UN, COE and OSCE
7. EU will congratulate GE for having chaired well at COE Committee of Ministers despite Covid-19, in particular mentioning “Environment and Human Rights Conference”. 
8. EU will inquire about ongoing cases in ECHR against Russia 

	Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (10 min); 
 Ministry of Justice (10 min);

	
	10.  A.O.B

EU Points:
1. EU will welcome release of Afghan Mukhtarli following his abduction and inquire results of investigation launched by Georgia
2. EU will inquire about human rights defenders in Georgia and underline importance to guarantee safe environment
Individual cases will be avoided to be in full compliance with data protection, given that its web connection. 

	Nikoloz Chinkorashvili, Prosecutor’s Office
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