The Priorities of the Georgian Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (November 2019 - May 2020)

Priority 1 – Linking Human Rights and Environmental Protection 
The Georgian chairmanship wishes to promote interrelationship between human rights and environmental protection - one the one hand, the ECHR can be used in member states for environmental protection purposes and on the other hand, environmental protection in member states can secure certain rights under the ECHR. 
The Georgian chairmanship will hold an international conference in April 2020 in Georgia on the topic of interrelationship between human rights and environmental protection. 	Comment by Nino Baakashvili: მოგვიანებით დაზუსტდა, რომ აღნიშნული ღონისძიება ჩატარდება თებერვალში. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the one hand, the Georgian chairmanship will promote human rights approach to environmental problems. The Georgian chairmanship will work to promote awareness raising on human rights implications of environmental problems. The ECHR does not mention the environment and it is not specifically designed to provide general protection of the environment as such. However the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) has interpreted the provisions of the ECHR in the context of environmental issues, in particular to protect individuals against environmental harms. 
The Georgian chairmanship believes that the ECHR is an efficient instrument and tool to be used more extensively by national authorities in member states for protection of individuals against environmental harms. 
On the other hand, the Georgian chairmanship aims to strengthen environmental protection work in the Council of Europe through the existing programmes and treaties (e.g. the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, the European Landscape Convention, etc.) in order to secure better human rights protection standards in member states. Since environmental degradation in contemporary world can negatively affect human rights and in fact can violate them, the Council of Europe should take additional measures in order to further strengthen its work in the field of environmental protection in member states. The Georgian chairmanship believes that securing more detailed standards of environmental protection in member states is one of the means for securing better protection of human rights under the ECHR, as well as for contributing to the implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals to transform our world
For example, the Georgian chairmanship will take an initiative in the Committee of Ministers to elaborate guidelines/standards/principles on responsibility of states for environmental harm arising from private industries and on fair compensation for environmental nuisance affecting property. This will assist national authorities of member states in taking measures, which would prevent violations of provisions of the ECHR at domestic level and therefore will help the ECtHR to avoid unnecessary backlog on the issue. 

This initiative will emphasize the added value of the Council of Europe by capitalizing on its existing and unique mechanisms and conventions for the sake of our citizens and quality of life.
