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***Background***
1
Country self-assessment towards the upholding of End Violence’s Principles –17Questions
According to the Country Engagement Guidance partner countries must adhere to the End Violence principles to qualify as pathfinding. The process for selfassessment
should be completed by the multi-stakeholder platform and it includes the following steps:1) identification of a sound process (though face-to-face
meetings, surveys combination of both and other methods;2) answering the questions below;3) dissemination of assessment outcomesand 4) actions planned in
response; and 4) regular reviews of the assessment by involving all members of the stakeholder platform.

	PRINCIPLES
	MEANS OF VERIFICATION
	QUESTIONS

	Rights-focused: The Convention on
the Rights of the Child underpins the
work of the pathfinding countries. All
children have an equal right to be
protected from violence, regardless
of their gender, age, disability, race,
ethnicity, religion, socioeconomic
status, or legal status. Any action to
prevent and respond to violence
takes into account the needs, rights
and best interests of all children,
without discrimination of any kind.
	a. Status of CRC and its Optional
Protocols
b. Legislation to prohibit all forms
of violence against children
c. Adherence to relevant
international guidelines
d. Co-operation with human
rights bodies
	1. What is the status of ratification of CRC and 3 Optional Protocols?

In 1994, the Parliament of Georgia ratified Convention of the Rights of the Child;
 in 2015, Georgia joined Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; in 2010 - Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict; and in 2016 - Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure.

2. When was the latest report submitted to the CRC Committee, what are
the concluding observationsand UPR recommendationsrelating to
violence against children and are they being implemented? 

Georgia presented 4th periodic report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child on 11 December 2014. The Universal Periodic Review of the UN Human Rights Council (UPR) was held in Georgia in 2015. The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child published final recommendations on the fourth periodic report of Georgia on 9 March 2017.
Especially important is the following

Consider specifically:
§ Abuse and neglect (art. 19);

Many countries participating in UPR (Estonia, Hungary, Poland and so on) and   UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (Final Recommendations, paragraph 22) call Georgia to take appropriate steps in this direction.

As for fulfilment of the recommendations, currently the Georgian legislation directly and unconditionally prohibits the child's physical punishment and use of other cruel, inhuman or degrading sentences as a measure of discipline.

§ All forms of harmful practices, including, but not limited to, female
genital mutilation and early and forced marriages (art. 24, para. 3);

According to the recommendations adopted as a result of UPR and previous recommendations of UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, with the change to the Civil Code of 1 January 2017, Georgia fully abolished child marriages allowed by the law and determined 18 years as minimal age of marriage. 

§ Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (art. 34);

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (final recommendations, paragraph 23, 24) calls Georgia to make respective steps to solve these problems. 
As for fulfilment of this recommendation, Georgian legislation is incomplete in regard to the exploitation of children; this offence is viewed in composition of the trafficking, with the article 1432 of the Criminal Code and he explanation is also incomplete respectively. The offence of trafficking includes exploitation of the victim; however, the exploitation is not always associated with the trafficking. Consequently, for purpose of prevention and respective response to the offence of exploitation of children, the exploitation including using on line space shall be outlined in separate article, in accordance with the content established by the Convention on the Rights of the Child.   

Existing legislative gaps complicate proper protection of children from exploitation and implementation of other above mentioned recommendations respectively.

§ Torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,
including corporal punishment (arts. 37 (a) and 28)

The Committee of the Rights of the Child is concerned (Final Recommendations, paragraph 20) with the reports on the cases of arbitrary detention of children and their torture and ill-treatment at the places of detention, including the children diverted from criminal proceedings; such cases, very rarely but still take place, also in juvenile detention centres. The Committee points to the previous conclusions (see CRC / C / GEO / CO / 3, Paragraph 30) and recommends the following:
· To investigate the cases of alleged torture and ill-treatment committed by public officials, particularly police officers, and to ensure timely trial of offenders;
· To ensure proper rehabilitation and reimbursement programs for child victims of such violence;
· To improve independent monitoring and cooperation between civil society, the Public Defender's Office and the Human Rights Monitoring Division and strengthen their activities in the Juvenile Detention Centres;
· To ensure that the system of reception of the complaints on ill-treatment or violence is also available for children or their representatives;

It is to be mentioned that, in the beginning of 2017 the department for Human Rights was established in the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, one of the directions of which is the monitoring of investigation of offences committed by the employees of the Ministry against juveniles. As for independent monitoring and improvement of the child -friendly appeal mechanisms, no significant progress is observed in this regard.  

§ Child labour and economic exploitation (art. 32)

The Committee of the Rights of the Child (final recommendations, par. 40) recommends Georgia to implement all necessary measures against child labour, including in informal sector and calls binding state to restore labour inspectorate, which will improve child labour restriction monitoring, in accordance with the law. 

Georgian legislation has significant gaps in regard to child labour, in particular: the forms of labour, harmful or dangerous for children, are not defined precisely; the law does not outline the use of identifying the places of extreme forms and conditions, the measures to be implemented and responsible body; employment of the child up to 16 years old requires the consent of legal representative, or guardianship or caring agency, however the role and functions of guardianship and caring body, as of the body issuing consent for labour activities and formal procedures, as well as formal procedures for assessment of the child’s best interests are not defined. The labour code allows recruitment of children under 14 only in advertising activity related to sport, culture and art, however does not provide any safeguards, requiring specific labour conditions. Besides, no independent body for inspecting and monitoring labour conditions or other efficient tools are available in the country.  

§ Recruitment of children in armed forces and groups (OPAC)

On 3 September, 2010 Georgia joined Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts, while submitted the first report on 24 January 2017 instead of 2012. Consequently, no recommendations are submitted in this respect.  

3. What is the status of ratification of or progress towards ratification ofthe
Conventionon the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention
on Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women?

The Parliament of Georgia ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women in 1994, and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – in 2013.   

4. Please describe your country’s collaboration with human rights
monitoring bodies such as UN Special Rapporteurs and Special
Representatives

Georgia pays great attention to cooperation with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and UN special mandate holders. Georgia has sent standing invitation to Human Rights Council's special mandate holders.
In 2016, the following visits took place in Georgia: 
•	February 15-19 - on the issues related to violence against women, its causes and results -  UN Special Rapporteur, Dubrakka Simonevich.
•	April 11-18 - UN Special Rapporteur on Child Trafficking, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, Maud de Bour-Buquicchio.
•	September 24-29 - UN Special Rapporteur on the Issue of Internally Displaced Persons, Chaloka Beyan.

In 2017-2018 the following visits took place in Georgia: 

November 28 – 29, 2017 Director of the Field Operations and Technical Cooperation Department of the United Nations Human Rights Commissioner (OHCHR), Georgette Ganion; 
March 12-22 2018, United Nations independent expert on elderly rights, Rosa Corfeld-Matt;
In addition, an independent   expert on sexual orientation and gender identity will visit Georgia by the end of this year.

	Child-centred: Children’s rights and
needs are the primary focus. The
pathfinding country supports
children as leaders against violence.
It listens to children and respects
their views, providing them with
meaningful ways to participate and
to contribute to its decision-making.
	e. Child participation in planning
f. Child participation in delivery
g. Child participation in
monitoring
	5. What mechanisms are/will be used to include and consult with children
across all sectors of society: draw out their views in planning, delivering
and monitoring the roadmaps/action plans?

In 2014, the Parliament of Georgia approved National Strategy for Human Rights 2014-2020. One of the key priorities of mentioned strategy is protection of the rights of the child. With purpose of the implementation of the strategy, the government of Georgia approved governmental plans for protection of human rights for 2014 – 2015 and 2016 – 2017. One of the chapters of mentioned plans as dedicated to the protection of the rights of the child. It is to be mentioned, that the representatives of local NGOs and international organizations and public defender’s office actively participated in the process of development of human rights chapter of the action plans. The agencies engaged in this process actively cooperate with children, thus their engagement in mentioned process ensures considering children’s opinions in the process of development of plans. 
	
Major part of the recommendations of the stakeholders were reflected in child rights chapter of the plans.  

	Universal: All parts of society take
responsibility and are accountable
for ending violence against children.
Partners work to reach children that
are the furthest behind first,
including those affected by conflict
and crisis, or those that are excluded
because of income, class, race,
religion, citizenship, disability, or
legal status.
	h. Legislation for children most
likely to be excluded
i. Policies for children most likely
to be excluded
	6. What type of legislation is in place to ensure the rights set forth in the
CRC apply to each child within thejurisdiction of Member States without
discrimination of any kind, irrespective of race, color, sex, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin,
property, disability, birth or other status (art 2 CRC)?

On 2 May 2014 Georgia adopted the Law on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination, which prohibits any form of discrimination and binds over all public and private agencies to ensure compliance of all their legal acts and internal regulation to this Law, respond promptly to the facts of possible discrimination and in case of confirmation   impose responsibility to the violator (art.4). 

According to the Law on General Education (Articles 5, 8, 13), curricula shall be objective and non-discriminating. Student, parent and teacher r their unions have right to enjoy the rights and freedoms provided by this law and school in equal conditions and without discrimination; as well as to use school resources. School, on equality grounds protects individual and collective rights of minorities, regarding the use of mother tongue and preservation of cultural   affiliation. 

The Law on Social Protection of Persons with Disabilities provides the definition of a person with disabilities, prohibits discrimination, indicates state obligation on access to social infrastructure and social assistance, as well as to preschool, general, professional and higher education for children with disabilities. 

The Law Early and Pre-school Education establishes that pre-school education is voluntary, universal and accessible for all children, including aliens.

Besides, it is to be mentioned that despite existing laws, there are still gaps in protection of children from discrimination, in terms of lack of safeguards as well as inefficient implementation.

7. What type of response mechanisms and services are in place to protect
the following children:
§ Children outside their country of origin seeking refugee protection (art.
22), unaccompanied asylum-seeking children, internally displaced
children, migrant children and children affected by migration;
The needs of asylum seeker children are taken into consideration on the phases of elaboration and implementation of the programmes for IDPs.
Special attention is paid to the families, assessed by Social Service Agency, and got low score.  

 On 1 December 2016, the Parliament of Georgia adopted new Law on International Protection, which came into force on 1 February 2017. Georgian legislation envisages all respective international standards related to asylum seeker children: access to the procedures for applying for asylum is guaranteed; asylum seeker children is considered as vulnerable group and special procedures are provided for them; children without accompanying persons are provided with care; Georgian legislation provides asylum for children, taking into consideration their best interests; the goals of the policy for viewing the applications of asylum seeker children is as following:     
a) Child welfare is of utmost importance;
b) Child care is provided by an adult - guardian or custodian with a caretaker function;
c) The best interests of the child are the priority in the course of asylum procedures;
d) Requirements for children without the accompanying persons are considered in the priority manner.

§ Children belonging to a minority or an indigenous group (art. 30);
The only mechanism for the protection of ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities and local groups is the Law on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination, the implementer of the mechanism is the Public Defender of Georgia.

§ Children in street situations
Services for homeless children include mobile groups, day centres and night shelters (only in Tbilisi, Rustavi and Kutaisi). These services, along with the procedures for protection against violence, represent the response and child protection mechanisms.

§ Children separated from parents
The state offers family-care residency services: foster care and small family homes. The standard of child care and foster care, as well as the referral mechanism, provide child protection in public services.

§ Children living with disabilities
Although the state programs include specialized foster care, specialized family type services, local legislation is incomplete and does not fully guarantee the rights of children with disabilities in accordance with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.


	Gender-sensitive: Violence poses
different risks for girls, boys, and
those with other gender identities.
Gender perspectives are central to
the design, implementation,
monitoring, and evaluation of the
pathfinding country’s policies and
programs, in line with the goal of
achieving gender equity and
empowerment of all women and
girls.
	j. Responds to needs of girls,
boys and those with other gender
identities
k. Strong links with actions to
address inequality
l. Strong links with actions to end
violence against women
	8. Can you please describe if and how the unique perspectives and
vulnerabilities of girls, boys and children with other gender identities
integrated in laws and policies on violence against children?

· Georgian Law on Violence against Women and / or Domestic Violence, Protection and Assistance of Victims of Violence defines violence against women as any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or mental harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life, besides a female not reached 18 years is also considered as woman (article 3).
· Criminal Code of Georgia criminalizes women's genital mutilation (Article 133.2). Besides, when committed a crime, domestic violence, violence against a pregnant woman or child is considered as aggravating circumstance.
· The Law of Georgia on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination prohibits any discriminatory action on any grounds, including sexual orientation and gender identity.


9. Could you please describe the gender transformative programs that are
in place? I.e. Programs that address gender discrimination, alternative
notions of masculinity, sexual and reproductive health, etc.

The Civic Education curriculum envisages the teaching of discrimination, including gender based discrimination, at the level of general education.

Besides, teaching on sexual and reproductive health is included in the biology curriculum, particularly in VIII grades - the whole chapter is dedicated to human reproductive system, and at IX grade the issues of early marriage/pregnancy and associated risks are covered.  is presented with the issue of premarital marriages / pregnancy risks.
To improve maternal health and to reduce mortality, the following steps are taken: universal health care program, antenatal care program, improvement of information system, which is often associated with preventing maternal mortality.
 
Since 2013, the state, within the frame of the Universal Health Program, permanently finances treatment of oncological disease:  chemotherapy, radiotherapy, hormonotherapy and appropriate diagnostic procedures. More than 200 family planning centres have been established for the promotion of sexual and reproductive health for ante-and post-natal services. The centres provide consultations of contraception, sexually transmitted diseases and HIV / AIDS related issues.

Sexual and reproductive health rights and obligations are regulated by the laws on: health care, patient rights and gender equality. The National Strategy for Maternal and Infant Health 2017-2030 and 3 Years 2017-2019 Action Plan should be highlighted as the most important strategic documents. The main goal of the strategy is to reduce maximally maternal and infant mortality by 2030, as well as to avoid unwanted pregnancies, by ensuring access to appropriate education and high quality integrated services.
The Parliament of Georgia approved the demographic safety policy for 2017-2030, one of the goals of which is universal access to reproductive health services and relevant information. Respective issues are also envisaged by the 2018-2020 Human Rights Action Plan for Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment.

	Inclusive: The pathfinding country
provides a platform for partners
from across society to work together
to prevent and respond to the many
forms of violence, based on trust and
mutual respect, between
organizations of all sizes and people
of all ages.
	m. Multisectoral platform
n. Meaningful grassroots and
national NGO leadership
	10. Is there a platform in place (at national and local levels) that addresses
violence against children thatis multisectoral –incl. social services, health,
education, and law enforcement (at the minimum) and multi stakeholder
– incl.government, UN, civil society, children, academic, donors, and
private sector entities?
11. Are INGOs and NGOsbeing given the space to provide leadership to
prevent violence against children?

In December 2016 an inter-agency commission working on UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was established by the decree of the Government of Georgia.  Representatives of NGOs and international organizations are engaged in the work of the Commission together with the executive, legislative and judicial authorities. Public Defender’s Office is also involved in operation of the commission. This platform represents the mechanism for formation of policy on the national level for identifying and addressing the problems of child rights. One of the priorities of the Commission's work is the formation and coordination of the unified policies on combatting violence against children.
 


12. Is this platform linked to the mechanisms responsible for implementation
of the SDGs at national level?

Upon adoption of the agenda for 2030 in 2015, the Administration of the Government of Georgia defined the state agency for supervision of effective coordination and implementation of Sustainable Development Agenda 2030. With purpose of provision of a coherent, informed and integrated implementation strategy, the administration of the government established sustainable development goals monitoring council (SDGs Council), task of which is supervision and monitoring of the progress of the goals of sustainable development in Georgia, leading relevant government agencies, strategic management, supporting implementation of SDGs on local and national levels and close cooperation with civil society and private sector. 
The following thematic working groups were established for effective functioning of SDG Monitoring Council: Social Engagement; Economic development; Democratic governance; Sustainable energy and environmental protection. These working groups ensure strategic planning, integrated implementation and effective monitoring of defined goals and related topics.
The Chair of the Inter-Agency Commission responsible for the implementation of the United Nations Commission on the Rights of the Child and other actors engaged in the work of the Commission are actively involved in the work of Social Engagement and Economic Development Working Group. This participation ensures the compliance of the work of the Commission with the agenda of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

13. Describe the private sector engagement in ending violence.
       No information available   

	Transparent: The pathfinding
country builds trust by sharing
information and consulting widely,
and being open about its failures as
well as its successes. It is committed
to communicating in an appropriate
way with all audiences, including
children.
	o. Effective reporting
mechanisms
p. Open and inclusive planning
process
q. Accountability towards
children
	14. Is a public monitoring and reporting framework in place that provides
regular feedback on progress towards implementation of the action
plan/road map to all constituencies including children?

The human rights protection plans are implemented by the Children's Rights Centre of Public Defender's Office. Besides, NGOs working on the rights of the child jointly ensure monitoring of the implementation of plans.  The mentioned alternative reports are regularly presented to stakeholders, including children.   



	Evidence-based: The pathfinding
country’s work is informed by the
best available scientific evidence,
while tailoring interventions to each
context. It is committed to learning,
to sharing lessons and to constantly
improving.
	r. Use of INSPIRE or other
evidence-based resources
s. Commit to rigorous research
t. Commitment to sharing and
learning from others
	15. Is the road map and national plan of action framed by the INSPIRE or
other evidence based interventions?

The chapter on the rights of the child of the Government’s Action Plan 2018 – 2020 was developed within the frame of UN technical assistance. The recommendations, analysed in mentioned process were provided to Georgia within the frame of UPR and UN Committee for the Rights of the Child.

The recommendations of local NGOs and Public Defender were also analysed.  

Goals, objectives and activities of the Action Plan respond to the challenges identified because of analysing the recommendations. 


16. What mechanisms are in place and/or will be developed to capture
learning that can be shared within and amongst pathfinding countries?
The studies conducted by UNICEF and other UN agencies on child abuse, the needs of children living in the streets, early marriages; however, no systematic / periodic knowledge accumulation and sharing mechanism is available. 


	Results-focused: Partners are
individually and collectively
accountable for the safety of
children. The pathfinding country will
demonstrate results and support
country-led efforts to track progress
in implementing SDG targets to end
violence against children.
	u. Robust data on all forms of
violence
v. Data on trends for SDG16.2
and related targets
	17. What systems are in place or will be established to ensure reliable data
collection (using survey or national surveillance systems) on violence
against children and how does this feed into national reporting on the
SDGs?

Although, some agencies collect information on child abuse, within their competence, this practice is fragmented not allowing systemic analyses of data.  Currently, the United Nations Children's Fund helps the state in development of unified system for collecting and analysing the state data (on crime prevention and juvenile justice system). Part of this system will gathering and analysing the information on child abuse issues.
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