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Scope and Purpose 
Scaling-Up Rehabilitation and Assistive Technology in Georgia 

Technical Support Visit: Satish Mishra, Technical Officer – Disability and Rehabilitation 

Background:
Rehabilitation and Assistive Technology (AT) has a critical role to play in preventing and minimizing the limitations in functioning associated with injury, chronic conditions and ageing. Rebuilding health systems is essential to create an effective workforce, accessible services, and sustainable means to provide on-going rehabilitation and AT. Rehabilitation has long been recognized as an integral part of universal health coverage and a key strategy to achieve and maintain population health – along with prevention, promotion, treatment and palliation
. Health systems should be equipped to provide services that optimize functioning and rehabilitation should be incorporated into the package of essential services. As such, the availability of accessible and affordable rehabilitation plays a fundamental role in achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3, “Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages”. 

WHO is embarking on bold initiatives on a global scale - Rehabilitation 2030 Call for Action
 and Global Cooperation on Assistive Technology (GATE)
 

- Rehabilitation 2030: provides strategic direction for coordinated action and establishing joint commitments to raise the profile of rehabilitation as a health strategy relevant to the whole population, across the lifespan and across the continuum of care.

- GATE: provides actions at country level where everyone in need has access to high-quality, affordable assistive products to lead a healthy, productive and dignified life. A recent notable achievement is adoption of resolution by member states on assistive technology in the 71 World Health Assembly
. 

In light of above, WHO European region (EURO) has initiated a 4-year project (2018-2022) to strengthen rehabilitation and assistive technology efforts in the WHO European region, with specific emphasis on Tajikistan, Georgia and Ukraine. 

The key expected outcomes of the regional projects are 

1. Rehabilitation and AT is recognized as a priority area of collaboration between WHO and the ministries of health in Georgia, Ukraine, and Tajikistan.

2. Rehabilitation networks are established or strengthened in each of the three countries.

3. Priority Assistive Products list for Georgia and Ukraine are finalized.
4. National strategic plans for rehabilitation in Georgia, Ukraine and Tajikistan are finalized.

5. Increased inter-country learning opportunities related to rehabilitation and AT.

The project implementation strategy is following 

2018-2019: Preparation, Planning, Discussion with Ministry of Health, Meeting with stakeholders in countries 

2020 – 2022: Full-fledged implementation of the project 

The project in Georgia will be implemented by the WHO Country Office (CO) in Georgia with guidance of the WHO Regional Office for Europe. In this regards, Technical Officer is visiting Georgia to brief stakeholders on the project and initiate planning on implementation of the project in Georgia. 
Objectives for the Mission 
1. To take a snap shot of current rehabilitation and AT scenario, understand need and unmet needs in Georgia; 

2. Meet with key stakeholders to brief on the project, identify existing gaps, and opportunities for coordinated action;
3. To work with CO team and initiate drafting of project work plan and monitoring plan. 
Expected result:

1. A report documenting the current situation, key stakeholders that needs to be involved in the project and recommendations. 
2. Identification of focal points within Georgian Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs (MOLHSA) at technical level. 
Proposed Mission agenda 
15-19 April, 2019
	Date
	Activity 
	Remark 

	14 April (Sunday) 
	Arrival 
	

	15 April (Monday)
	AM: Meeting in WHO CO in Georgia (WR, Giorgi) 
PM: Meeting with Strengthening Physical Rehabilitation Services in Georgia (SPRING) Programme Team, Emory University/Partners for International Development
	- SPRING office is located at Tbilisi State Medical University

	16 April
(Tuesday) 


	AM: Meeting with Coalition for Independent Living (CIL)  Progarmme Team 
PM: McLain Association for Children (MAC) - http://macgeorgia.org/en/
	- CIL is based at 7, Kedia St. 0154, Tbilisi
- MAC is based at Kavsadze str. 3, 2nd Floor, 0179, Tbilisi 

	17 April
(Wednesday) 


	AM: Georgian Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs (MOLHSA)

PM: 
- Visit Children’s Rehabilitation Center (NDC) 
	- NDC is based at 13 Mikheil Tamarashvili St., 0186, Tbilisi

	18 April
(Thursday) 
	AM: 
- Meet UNICEF Health focal person  

- Meet USAID focal person for the project
PM: Work with WHO CO (Giorgi and Debriefing with WR) 
	- UNICEF contact to be confirmed. 
- USAID contact person Medea Kakachia (Mediko).

	19 April
(Friday) 
	Departure 
	


� World Health Organization. Declaration of Alma-Ata.  International Conference on Primary Health Care, Alma-Ata, USSR, 6–12 September 1978. (available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/publications/almaata_declaration_en.pdf" �www.who.int/publications/almaata_declaration_en.pdf�).


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/disabilities/care/rehab-2030/en/" �http://www.who.int/disabilities/care/rehab-2030/en/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/phi/implementation/assistive_technology/phi_gate/en/" �http://www.who.int/phi/implementation/assistive_technology/phi_gate/en/�  
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