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Note: Please keep the contents of this presentation and the
report you will receive within government and international
organization circles for the time being. The contents will
eventually be made public, but aimed at supporting
government and donor decision making.



Methodology

« Data was collected using the random digit dialing method from April 29-May 3, via cell
phone. Overall, 992 respondents were interviewed; the minimum response rate was
42.1%;

« Data are representative of the adult population of Georgia, excluding Abkhazia and
South Ossetia. The theoretical margin of error does not exceed 3.1%;

* Interviews were conducted in Georgian, Armenian, Azerbaijani, and Russian languages;

« Results are weighted using demographic information from the 2014 Georgian National
Census adjusting on respondents’ gender, age, ethnic identity, education, and
residence.



Attitudes towards institutional
response and policy approval
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Generally,
performance
assessments are high

Coronavirus-related performance rating (%)
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Doctors

The National Center for Disease
Control

Georgian police

The Lugar Lab

Prime Minister Giorgi Gakharia

Your local government
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The Parliament of Georgia

The Georgian Orthodox Church
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President Salome Zourabichvili 9 9 2
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Trust in institutions is
up, with the exception
of the Church

Religious
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Trust in institutions (Caucasus Barometer 2019 versus Corona Monitor)
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There are some minor
differences between
social and
demographic groups
on these issues, but for
the most part
differences are
relatively small.

Do you approve or disapprove of the following policies?

(%)

®m Approve ® Disapprove

Wearing masks in closed areas

Placing a curfew on the country from 9PM to 6AM daily

Closing down cemeteries

Extending the state of emergency from April 21 to May
22

Restricting movement in and out of the country’s large
cities

Restricting movement by cars from April 17 to April 27

Closing down large numbers of businesses that involve
face to face interaction

Leaving churches open for Easter

Restricting online sales of some products

® Don't know

m Refuse to answer
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The population is split
on attitudes towards a
proposed policy to
require citizens to
inform the government
before leaving home.

Settlement type Education level Overall

Age group

Would you approve or disapprove of requiring citizens to

Tertiary

No tertiary

Rural

Other urban

Capital

55+

35-54

18-34

tell the government before leaving the home? (%)
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Economic impacts and food security
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One in five Georgians
have lost a job, with
men and those without
tertiary education
particularly hard hit.

Education level Overall

Age group

Sex

Tertiary

No tertiary

35+

35-54

18-34

Female

Male

Have you lost your job as a result of the
Coronavirus? By Demographic variables (%)
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( @ Average monthly net household income before and during the crisis
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Before the crisis, 0.5%
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Over half of the
population now
experiences food
security issues.
Women and people
with lower levels of
education have been
particularly hard hit.

Speaking about the year before March, how often did you not
have enough money to buy the food you or your family

needed?
m Before the crisis

Less than once a
month

I -
-

Every month

Every week - 8
Every day - 4

Dk/RA ] 2

Speaking about last month, how often did you not have
enough money to buy the food you or your family needed?

m Before the crisis

Never 41

Less often

N
w

Once a week

V)]

Several times a week - 10
Every day - 7
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Knowledge and practices
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People in rural
populations are less
well informed about
these issues in
general.

Please tell me whether you think [the following
statements] are true or false. (%)

B True ®mFalse mDon'%tknow

Social distancing, the practice of avoiding people,
can help prevent the spread of the Coronavirus

Older people are more susceptible to becoming
seriously ill from coronavirus

87

5G internet infrastructure is causing the spread of
coronavirus.

Antibiotics are effective in treating coronavirus

Coronavirus can be transmitted in areas with hot
weather

The BCG vaccine is effective at preventing
coronavirus

The Coronavirus was created in a laboratory
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One in five Georgians
had gone out to
socialize in the week
prior to the survey.

Men are twice as likely
to go out to socialize
as women.

Hoarding behavior has
declined from 61% of
the population in early
April to 22% in late
April/Early May.

Engaged in agricultural
work?

Gone for a walk or
exercised?

Purchased more food and
supplies than normal?

Left home to go to work?

Started working less hours
than usual?

Spent time with people
outside the home?

Been unable to access
medical services?

Started working from

distance, for instance, from..

Gone to socialize at
someone’s house?

Started working more hours
than usual?

Sought medical care?

Got a new job?

In the past week, have you...(%)
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Religion and the outbreak
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Only 9% of those that Went to Easter liturgy last year

attended the Easter
liturgy last year did so
this year.

Liturgy attendance

Went to Easter liturgy this year

Younger people were
more likely than older
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Conclusions



Institutional performance and
prevention measures

e Approval of medical and most governmental institutions is high;
* Approval of the church is relatively low compared to other institutions;
* Trust in most government institutions has increased following the crisis.

e Trust in the church has remained unchanged despite low approval of its
performance in response to the crisis.

* The public generally supports the prevention measures the government has
implemented to date;

* Restricting online sales and leaving churches open for Easter were the least
approved of policies. Still, with the latter policy a majority approved.



Economic impacts and food security

* Almost one fifth of the population reports losing a job as a result
of the crisis;

* Prior to the crisis, 0.5% of households report having no income,
in March 10% of households did, and in April 14%.

* Median household income has been cut in half following the
Crisis;
* Around half of all households have lost income during the crisis.

* There is a growing risk of food security crisis in the country, with
women and those without higher education being most affected.



Knowledge and practices

* Misinformation is present in Georgia and some believe it. However, there is a
high level of uncertainty in general over different pieces of misinformation,
suggesting that the majority of the population does not yet believe in the
different myths that have propagated globally;

* Still, one in ten believe 5G infrastructure spreads the virus and four in ten that
the virus was created in a lab.

* Hoarding behavior has significantly declined since the start of April;

* One in five Georgians had left the house to socialize in the week prior to the
survey;

* Men are twice as likely as women to leave the house to socialize.



Religion and the outbreak

* Performance assessments of the church are low, however trust in
the church remains unchanged;

* The data indicate that attendance at the Easter Liturgy was down
from 44% of Orthodox Christians to 4%.

* More Orthodox Christians disapprove than approve of the
Church’s communal spoon use policy.



Thank you for your time.
Questions?



In Georgla, we count

dustin@crrccenters.org
crrc.ge

caucasusbarometer.org
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