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“COVID-19 and the human rights of migrants”

COVID-19 has disproportionately affected the human rights of people already in vulnerable situations, including migrants. 

Throughout the pandemic, migrant workers have provided essential labour, yet have often been excluded from health and socioeconomic support. Migrant women, in particular, make up a disproportionate share of this workforce and could be more vulnerable, including to violence and exploitation, withbarriers in accessingprotection.

We welcome the Secretary-General’s Policy Brief: COVID-19 and People on the Move, and agree that global efforts to manage this crisis depends upon upholding human rights in public health responses and a comprehensive recovery that includes all. 

We call on all States to ensure migrants have non-discriminatory access to preventive, testing and treatment services, and to mental health support. Migrants must also be included in efforts to mitigate and roll-back the socioeconomic consequences of the pandemic, as failure to do so will make recovery policies less effective and risks exacerbating entrenched discrimination and human rights violations. 

We commend States that areleading the way, implementing measures that are inclusive of all migrants, in recognition of the universality of human rights. 

We welcome the advice from the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Human Rights Council’s special procedures and treaty bodies, and the UN Migration Network, and encourage them to continue providing this critical guidance. 

Finally, it is vital to reinvigorate international cooperation and solidarity in meeting these challenges and “building back better”, recognizing that no country can do it on its own.




