
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today, on July 4, the United States of America celebrates Independence Day. I would like to congratulate our partner during this important national holiday, as Americans celebrate 244 years of statehood. 
The strong strategic partnership between our two countries has persevered through the years. With US support, Georgia has achieved significant progress in various fields. This support has been invaluable in terms of the recent global pandemic. The friendship between the American and Georgian people has become more visible during the COVID-19 health crisis. The Richard G. Lugar Center for Public Health Research has played a crucial role for Georgia in these challenging times. The Center reflects the unprecedented technical and financial investment of the United States government.   
The Hepatitis C Elimination Program, which has been implemented with the vital support of the United States, deserves special mention. The achievements of the program, which has saved countless of lives, are exemplary. 
I would like to publically extend my gratitude to the United States of America for their support of our sovereignty and territorial integrity. It should be emphasized that the US has always been a pillar of freedom and democracy, and peace and stability in the world. 
I would also like to extend a special congratulations to Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the USA to Georgia, H.E Kelly C. Degnan, as well as stress the exceptional contributions the ambassador has made to our country in terms of both fighting the pandemic and her dedication  to the democratic development of Georgia.
I strongly believe that the friendship and the close strategic partnership that exists today between Georgia and the United States will only deepen in the years to come.
Happy Independence Day! 
Sincerely,
Ekaterine Tikaradze
Minister of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labor, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia 
#InedependenceDay244
