CDC-EASL Session on Best Practices in HCV Elimination 
Title: Best Practices in HCV Elimination—Progress in Low- and Middle-income Countries 
Background: 
The absence of a known non-human reservoir and latent cellular reservoir, coupled with availability of highly effective, direct-acting antiviral agents (DAAs) capable of curing >90% of HCV infections, sets the stage for population-wide HCV elimination. However, the availability of curative treatment alone is not enough to achieve HCV elimination; instead, a comprehensive approach to elimination must be taken, to include screening and linkage to care and treatment policies and programs, high-quality diagnostics, surveillance, provision of services to high-risk and marginalized populations, and measures to prevent transmission. Few countries around the world have embarked on the national HCV elimination programs, especially in low-and middle-income countries (LMIC), and can provide valuable lessons for the world. The symposium will provide concepts of comprehensive HCV elimination efforts, and best practices from different LMIC countries.
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	Opening remarks
	Muazzam Nasrullah, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta, Georgia, USA
	5 minutes

	The Critical Role of Partnerships in HCV Elimination, Georgia
	Davit Sergeenko, Minister of  Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labor, Health, and Social Affairs, Tbilisi, Georgia
	10 minutes

	Reaching the Hardest-to-Reach Populations With HCV Infection, Egypt
	Wahid Doss, Head, National Committee for control of Viral Hepatitis, Egypt
	10 minutes

	HCV Elimination in Pakistan: Opportunities and Challenges
	Huma Qureshi, Consultant Pakistan Medical Research Council, Pakistan 
	10 minutes

	Successful Treatment of HCV Infection Through Task Shifting to Non-Specialist Providers in Rwanda
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Janvier Serumondo, Director of Hepatitis Unit, Rwanda
	10 minutes

	A Novel Approach to Funding HCV and HBV Treatment for all, Uzbekistan Pilot Project
	Homie Razavi, Center for Disease Analysis (CDA), Lafayette, Colorado, USA
	10 minutes

	Increasing Access to HCV Diagnostics Through Simplification, Integration, and Decentralization
	Sonjelle Shilton, Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND), Geneva, Switzerland
	10 minutes

	HCV Elimination: Benefits Beyond Treatment
	Francisco Averhoff,  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta, Georgia, USA
	10 minutes

	Q & A / Discussion
	
	10 minutes

	Closing remarks
	Markus Peck, EASL
	5 minutes
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